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2010 Study Questions 

for Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics
Book I (See Notes on Bk. I)
1. Explain Aristotle’s claim that while everyone agrees that happiness is the good, few agree on what it consists of.  Discuss the most prevalent competing views of happiness in his time and compare to those of today.

2. What's the difference between an intrinsic good (good as the good—an end-in-itself) and an extrinsic good (good as a means)?  Discuss the concepts of finality and self-sufficiency and explain how these help him determine what the good is.  Illustrate with examples. 
3. What is the function of man (humans) according to Aristotle?  How does this function relate to the parts of the human soul and how does this analysis of the soul help Aristotle define human happiness?

Book II (See Notes on Bk. II)
4. What is virtue, according to Aristotle, and what does Aristotle thinks it means for a human being to be virtuous.  Find and explain his definition of virtue. 

5. Explain Aristotle’s contention that virtue is a matter of habit.  What kind of habit is it, and what does it have to do with choice and action?  What does it have to do with rationality? 
6. What does Aristotle mean when he says that there are no fixed rules for determining virtuous behavior?  Explain with examples. How does his view of virtue differ from todays?   Explain, using examples.
7. Why is it, according to Aristotle, so difficult to find the mean between the extremes?  Illustrate with examples.  What is Aristotle’s prescription for finding the mean in the midst of these difficulties?  Illustrate, returning to your examples.
Book III (See Notes on Bk. III)
8. What sorts of actions are we morally responsible for, according to Aristotle?  Give examples of each.

9. What is Aristotle's argument for why we are even responsible for actions arising from impulse?  Explain with examples.

Book VII (See Notes on Bk. VII)
10. What is Aristotle's solution to the problem of "weakness of the will"?  What's the disagreement and how does he resolve it?

11. Explain the relations between self-control, moral strength, moral weakness, and self-indulgence.  Use examples.

Books VIII & IX (See Notes on Bks. VIII & IX)
12. What, according to Aristotle, are the three kinds of friendship?  Explain, using examples of each of them, their similarities and differences.

13. What are some of the most important characteristics of "true" friendship?  Why don't most relationships measure up to this?

Book X 
14. Explain Aristotle’s belief that happiness is intrinsically good.  How does he come to the conclusion that only happiness is such a good?  Explain.

15. Explain why Aristotle believes that the pleasures of the mind are superior to the pleasures of the body.  Why does he think that the contemplative life is the happier one?

16. Explain how Aristotle's conception of human nature (the function of man) leads him to his view of supreme human happiness.

