Characters:

Student
Socrates
Plato

Professor (Dr. Louie Schmier)
Summary
The playwright takes place in a classroom setting where Dr. Schmier is explaining his correct foundation to having a teacher/ friendship relationship with a student. He is explaining to his students that it is inappropriate to have a friendship inside or outside of the school boundaries, when Socrates and Plato interrupt his lecture and start questioning his methods of teaching. Once Socrates and Plato spark the debate up, the student starts favoring their side, rebutting against her professor. The words evil, equality, and friendship are defined throughout the playwright through questions, rebuttal, and contradictions (the Socratic Method).
Moral Aspects of Teaching
Student: Dr. Schmier? May I ask a question? Why is it impossible to have a relationship with a teacher outside of the classroom setting? Is it impossible for teachers to be friends with students?

Professor: Because it isn’t right.
Student: Well what makes friendship between two humans not right? Just because you are a professor and I am a student? You are just as equal of a person as I am. Are you not? And vice versa?
Professor: My job is to give you answers and inform you on the material you need for a successful life. Equality does not mean we are equal. I am sixty-nine years old. I have life experiences with real formal education that you don’t have. So I have knowledge’s and experiences that you have yet to dream of. So we are not equals. 

(Socrates and Plato now enter the agora)

Socrates: So just because you have lived a long time you think you have lived the right life? What is the right life? If a man has lived one year longer than you and has done nothing but evil, do you believe he is superior to you by virtue of age? 

Professor: But as a professor, I certainly would have far more knowledge that would guide me down the virtuous path than that evil person.

Socrates: What knowledge do you have as a virtuous person that the evil man does not? What if one has evil knowledge? Does this greater knowledge automatically lead you down a righteous path? 
Professor: I am righteous because I am not evil. Therefore I am superior to the evil man. 

Plato: What makes the evil man evil?

Professor: This man is evil because he cheated in school.

Plato: Did you not at anytime cheat? 

Professor: No.

Plato: Did you not share your homework?

Professor: Yes 

Plato: So is that not cheating? 

Professor: But that’s different.

Plato: Or in another scenario, have you ever scanned a book rather than reading the whole thing?

Professor: Yes.

Plato: So you then did not only cheat by sharing homework but then again cheat not only by only scanning your assignment? And most of all you are you not cheating yourself when you put in the lack of effort in these scenarios, which would make you less superior in some way?

Professor: I can see how this would make me appear less superior.
Socrates: And are there not any instances in which this student may be superior to you? Does she have knowledge you don’t have? 

Professor: Yes she might have prior knowledge that what I have.

Student: I can water ski! 
Professor: So she knows how to water ski and I cant. 

Plato: It takes the different knowledge and power to water ski than it does to teach. 
Socrates: So is she superior to you because she can water ski and you can’t? 
Professor: No.
Socrates: Then are we using the correct criteria to evaluate our relationships into friendships?
Student: So why can you use your degree and I cant use my skills and experiences in water skiing?

Professor: Because we are talking about a teaching I am using my skills, experience, and perspective to teach the student? 

Socrates: Does not the student have the skills, experiences, and perspectives to teach? 
Professor: Well on the lake she could teach me how to ski, but in the classroom I am the teacher with the authority.

Plato: What makes your teaching more important than another individuals? Doesn’t the act of teaching require the same set of outlooks and skills whether on the lake or in a classroom? Is not a farmer a teacher? Or could a writer also be a teacher? Are we not ALL teachers? 

Professor: But I have a degree in teaching. I am Dr. Schmier. 

Socrates: But although you are a doctor and have a degree are you not simply teaching to those who are not familiar with your personal and learned knowledge? 

Professor: Yes. 

Socrates: So you are simply the teacher and those listening the pupils? 

Professor: Yes. 

Plato: Then does one who shares something you are unfamiliar the teacher and then you the pupil? 

Professor: Indeed. 

Socrates: Then it is clear that no matter the pupil or the teacher, there is always a role for each. Can one not use these different skills and strengths through different contexts to teach or to learn no matter their role? 

Professor: That seems to be correct. 
Socrates: So then what makes us the pupils or the teachers? Is it not the titles given to us that make our identities? 

Professor: Yes.

Socrates: So what is your name? 

Professor: Professor Schmier. 

Socrates: And if I strip away that you are a professor or that your last name is Schmier or that your hair is grey, does this not make you only human? 

Professor: I’d assume so.
Plato: Therefore, with these beliefs, you being a professor doesn’t make you any greater than the students in front of you, correct? 

Professor: Correct

Student: So that means we are equal, there isn’t any vile material used to your defense because your thoughts are too narrow. 

Plato: Correct. Each person has their own share of knowledge along with their own strengths and beliefs. Does that not create an overall equality? 

Professor: Yes.

Socrates: Then does that not prove that friendships can now be formed based upon this equality? 

Professor: Uh-huh. 

Student: That’s what I was getting at!
Plato: And now as we are all stripped down to simply being human beings and we are all the same, can we not create friendship? 

Professor: This is corruption, although your methods are clear and direct, your influence upon my students has been rather defensive than offensive. You are a troublemaker! Leave my classroom!!
(Socrates and Plato exit.)

THE END
