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West's Reconstruction of Pragmatism
Cornel West does to pragmatism in The American Evasion of Philosophy what John Dewey did to the institution of philosophy in Reconstruction in Philosophy, viz., describe it as a beginning of a promising new approach which has reached an impasse and is in need of a renewed sense of direction.
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1. pre-pragmatism, emphasis on freedom, equality, fraternity, democracy, owing to the primacy of the individual (individuals as windowless monads)

2. proto-pragmatism, stressing individual as creative being, making his own world, but primarily interested in personal self-purification (monads with skylights)

3. individualistic pragmatism, seeing the larger society and philosophy's place therein, but still clinging to individual self-purification and not social reform (monads with balconies)

4. socialized pragmatism, seeing the role of philosophy as primarily one of meliorism, yet not quite able to effect reform (monads with windows but no doors)

5. frustrated pragmatism, trying to effect reform, but consistently thwarted or co-opted (monads with doors bolted from the outside)

6. ironic pragmatism, dismayed at past failure, refuses to take evil seriously, only wishing it to go away while enjoying company at the private club (monads with tinted windows)

7. emancipatory/prophetic pragmatism, taking evil seriously, neither pessimistic nor optimistic, focusing on reform, not revolution (monads with doors and windows)
