Santas Notes

Introduction to John Locke
A. Biography (1632-1704)

· upbringing:  son of an attorney; reared in liberal Puritan home

· schooling: 

· Westminster School-- studied classics, Hebrew, Arabic

· BA at Christ Church

· Masters, became lecturer in Latin and Greek

· studies science on his own, reading Descartes with interest, decides to leave academe and the church and enters medicine

· the Earl of Shaftesbury:

· they meet and become friends

· Locke is invited to live with him and become personal physician

· drafts constitution for Carolina colony

· struggle begins between Charles II and James II

· Shaftesbury accused of treason, they flee to Holland

· Shaftesbury dies

· Holland:

· Locke is impressed with toleration and liberal institutions there

· most of Locke's important work is started here:

First Letter Concerning Toleration

Essay Concerning Human Understanding

Two Treatises of Government
· The Glorious Revolution:

· William and Mary take the throne

· Locke returns to England

· moves in with Sir Frances and Lady Masham

· visited there by Newton and Clark

· dies in Masham home

B. Locke's Empiricism

· Locke's approach is like Descartes et al in that he believed we could know about:

· our own existence (the cogito)

· God's existence (i.e., we could demonstrate it)

· Locke's approach differs from that of Descartes and the Rationalists in that:

· he believed that we could have sensitive knowledge of particular things

· he denied the doctrine of Innate ideas (though he didn't deny that we have an idea of God)

· Locke employs a historical method:

· to evaluate ideas is a matter of seeking out their origins
· if they can be reduced to their simplest components, we can then understand their validity

· this focus on origins embarked him onto an examination of the human mind
· modern psychology is born...

· like Descartes, but going much further, he introspects on the nature of consciousness in order to create a foundation for knowledge

· his epistemology will be based on his psychology (like Hume's will be later)

C. Locke on Ideas

· in Locke's analysis of consciousness, we find, first of all, ideas, or, mental perceptions:

· the term here is used in the same way as in Descartes, but different from our common usage or the usage of Hume later on

· among these ideas, we find two main types:

· ideas of sensation (outward)

· ideas of reflection (inward)

· there are NO innate ideas for Locke 

· he makes no distinction, therefore, between the intellect and the imagination, as do the rationalists

· both ideas of sensation and of reflection have themselves two types:

· complex ideas are composites (an elephant is grey, large, etc.)

· simple ideas are irreducible into parts (grayness, largeness, etc.)

· all ideas, for Locke, are mental pictures of realities which are caused by the objects they represent:

· the causal theory of perception
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· the correspondence theory of truth
D. Qualities

· Locke's Realism (sometimes called naive empiricism) is often called naive, but his view is more sophistication than one might think:

· naive realism is the view that the world is exactly as it appears to us

· but the world for Locke is not simply as it appears

· there's a distinction to be made:

· some qualities of things are essential to the things:

· these are primary qualities
e.g., motion, extension

· others are not essential; they are not in the things, but rather in us:

· these are secondary qualities
e.g., color, smell, taste, etc.

· a third kind of quality is the power a thing has to act on another

· these are tertiary qualities
e.g., an axe has the power to chop wood

· Locke's subject/object dualism is very much like Descartes'; they only disagree over how we know the objects of knowledge
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E. Substance

· this separation of the object (thing) from the subject (knower) leads to the question of how we can know this world which is utterly external to us.

· how can we know for sure that there's a world corresponding to the picture we have of it in our minds?

· are the qualities in our perceptions attached to something, or are they simply in us?

· in short, how can we know there's a reality behind the appearance?

· this is called the problem of knowledge
· Locke, common sensical to the end, maintains that these qualities must be attached to something, but we can't know exactly what

· notice the similarity to and difference from Descartes here

· Descartes had said that there must be a substance underneath

· yet Descartes also thought we could know that something via innate ideas--something Locke rejects

· many qualities appear to us and they are seemingly connected to one another

· there's a certain "je ne sais qua" standing under the appearance as multiplicity

· that certain something or other is SUBSTANCE (literally, that which stands under)

· substance itself is unknowable, but qualities are knowable
F. Knowledge

· What, then, can we know?

· like the rationalists, Locke believes:

· we can know the self
· the 'I' is given

· Locke accepts Descartes' "I think therefore I am"

· we can know the truths of mathematics

· like Leibniz Locke, thinks we can know that God exists via the first cause argument of Aquinas and Aristotle

· unlike the rationalists, Locke believes:

· we can have sensitive knowledge of things via primary qualities

· these are the qualities that can be perceived by more than one sense

· this differs from Descartes, who though that such qualities are known innately by Reason

· we cannot know substance since it lies behind the appearance (i.e., behind experience)

· we can only assume that substance--a certain something--is there

