Dr. Santas’ Notes on 


Leibniz' Monadology
I. Exposition

A. Simple Substances = Monads (1-18)

· Created, unique, imperishable

· Changeable, yet windowless and non-interactive

· Perceiving, Non-mechanical

B. Souls (19-28)

· Technically includes all monads

· Properly belongs to all animals

· Memory, association, inference

C. Rational Souls (29-36)

· Apperception, Rational Consciousness, Mind
· Two Principles of Rationality
· Principle of Contradiction 
· Principle of Sufficient Reason
· Two Types of Truth
· Truths of Reason
· Truths of Fact
D.  God (37-55)

· A Necessary, Unique, Infinite, all Perfect Being

· Necessity = God’s Reason

· Contingency = God’s Will

· The Best of All Possible Worlds

E. A Pluralistic Universe (56-77)

· Perpetual living mirrors of the universe

· Complete yet confused representations

· Monads upon monads, worlds upon worlds, and every bit alive

F. Pre-Established Harmony (78-81)

· Mind and body, divinely coordinated

· Mind via final causes, Body via efficient causes

· The “as if” solution

G. Spirits and Divine Justice (82-90)

· Spirits, rational monads, can enter a social relation with God

· God as monarch

· Reward and Punishment

II. Interpretation
A. Table of Principles

See Table at http://www.valdosta.edu/~asantas/Notes/Moderns/Leibniz/LeibnizTable.doc 
B. Comparison to Descartes and Spinoza
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III. Criticism

Questions: 

· Has Leibniz resolved the mind body problem? Does the pre-established harmony provide a happy solution?

· Has Leibniz resolved the free will problem?  If we are preordained to act in a certain way, are we not still determined?

· Why does he want to maintain free will?  Of what use is it in his metaphysics?

· Is this the best of all possible worlds—does logic necessitate that it be so?  Would the guy being tortured be consoled by such lofty speculations?

