Dr. Santas’ Notes on

Leibniz' Discourse On Metaphysics, XXIV-XXXVII
I. Exposition

A. Epistemology
· types of knowledge

· innate ideas?

· blank slate?

B. Theodicy
· we always pursue what appears good and some of us are fated to choose wrongly

· but who's complaining? It's man's nature to sin; it's the nature of all creatures to be imperfect

· only later in the hereafter will we get the full picture as to why

C. Mind and Body
· parallelism

· two kinds of souls: spirits and "other substances"

D. Christianity
· God as personal

· God as monarch who asks only of our love

II. Interpretation

A. Perspectivism
· L's monads as confused perspectives unified by God

· Postmodern rejection of unity (i.e., privileged perspective)

· Michelson Morley experiment in Physics

· Moral pluralism

B. Spiritualism
· L's spirits as the chosen ones

· Postmodern rejection of privileged status for humans

III. Criticism

Questions: 

· What are the religious implications of our inability to find a privileged perspective in Physics?  In ethics?  

· Can religion exist in a pluralistic universe?  

