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I.  Philosophy—The Beginnings
A. Pre-Socratics

The term 'philosophy' is a transliteration of the Greek word 'philosophia', which itself is a compound word composed of the two concepts 'philein' and 'sophia.'


-'philein' is a verb which means to love or pursue


-'sophia' is a noun which means wisdom


The word 'philosophia' was first used to describe the activities of a group of people we now call the Presocratics, who were mostly interested in cosmological and cosmogonical questions.


-'sophia' had a general meaning of wisdom, but most often referred to "theoretical wisdom" (later on, Aristotle fixes the meaning of this term to mean this exclusively)

Philosophy started out as reasoning, reflection and independent study of the cosmos (of "theoretical" questions).


-unlike their predecessors, the Pre-socratics did not ground their positions on authoritative views or traditions of the past



-rather, they sought to improve upon the opinions of the past by critical examination and (often biting) criticism

B. Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle

This approach to inquiry is systematically broadened by Socrates, Plato and Aristotle to include moral and political questions.

-Socrates, skeptical of many of his contemporary claims to knowledge about the external universe, “called philosophy down from the heavens.”


-he asked that philosophers and his fellow Athenians focus on questions of human value and our relationship to the gods

-value theory as a western philosophical tradition was born 

-Plato and Aristotle follow his lead in some respects, but continue also the tradition of speculative metaphysics.

C. Medieval Politics and Philosophy
With the fall of the ancient world, however, and the coming of the medieval period, there comes an era of return to tradition and authority


-the Christian Church co-opts philosophy as the handmaiden of theology


-the letter of Greek thought--primarily Aristotle and Plato--is followed but the spirit of independent thought and experiment is largely lost within the institution

Not until the Renaissance does philosophy reemerge as a source of irreverence and independent thinking (there were exceptions, but these were simply that--exceptions)
II. Movements in the Early Modern Period
A.  Dream of Science

On the heels of the Renaissance there was a great stir and optimism about the possibility of  reason and science as free inquiry which could solve epistemological, metaphysical, political and social problems.

-hence the term: Age of Reason

B.  Epistemology

René Descartes (1596-1650), often called the father of modern philosophy, best exemplified this dream as it applies to natural science

-universalism (following Plato) and scientism (Descartes’ Tree)

The work of people like Isaac Newton (1642-1727) and  Gottfried Leibniz (1646-1716) gave reality to the dream to a certain extent as new discoveries were made in physics and mathematics

-rationalism

-Mechanization of Nature
Meanwhile, skepticism was brewing in the UK…  George Berkeley (1685-1753)and especially David Hume (1711-1776) put epistemology and metaphysics on the defensive.

-empiricism

-subjective idealism, phenomenalism

Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), German philosopher of the 18th Century, undertook what he called a critical philosophy, one which was to define the limits of human knowledge


-rational empiricism
-transcendental idealism
C.  Value Theory

In social and political matters, the optimism was less strong, yet there was still a hope and belief that reason and (sometimes) science could solve problems involving human values

Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), a man rather pessimistic about human nature nevertheless had optimistic outlook on political science inasmuch as he saw humans as predictable in the same way as particles in the void!

-Mechanization of Human Nature

John Locke (1632-1704) believed that there were nature laws governing human actions and that Reason would discover these for us and we could live peacefully in a civil society; Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) had a similar sentiment, though he expressed some skepticism about the role of reason in finding human peace and purpose

Immanuel Kant, though pessimistic about human nature, was optimistic about the ability of Reason to determine objectively what one ought to do.
Georg Hegel (1770-1831), following in the tradition of Kantian idealism,  puts an emphasis on historical movement and progressivism, and paves the way for renewed interest in social theory

-has profound influence on Marxism, pragmatism, phenomenology

III. Pulses through the Late Modern Period
Meanwhile, much is happening in science, religion, and society…

A.  Scientific Revolutions

-Social sciences are born: Sociology, Anthropology

-Revolutions in biology and genetics; paleontology is born

-Revolutions in chemistry, physics, mathematics, and logic

B.  Social and Political Strife

With the ensuing Industrial Revolution and the Mechanization of Institutions, came:

Revolutions:

American Revolution

Revolutions in Europe 

Revolutions in Latin and South America

Legal Slavery challenged and abolished in Europe and in Americas

Revolutions in Africa


Revolution in India

Wars:

Wars Throughout Europe

US Civil War

World Wars I & II and Cold War

Social Movements:

Women’s Rights Movement

Civil Rights Movements

American Indian Movement, Black Power Movement, Chicano Movement

Environmental Movement, Animal Rights Movement

Religious Upheavals

-Darwinism challenges traditional accounts of human origins

-Paleontology challenges traditional accounts of the length of human history and our relation to other species

-Noted writers proclaim the irrelevance of religion:


-Pierre LaPlace (1749-1827):“I don’t need that Hypothesis” 

-Karl Marx (1818-1883) “Religion is the opiate of the masses.”


-Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900): “God is Dead”

C.  Philosophical Developments
In this period philosophy hears the Socratic call from the heavens, then goes back to the heavens, and comes back again to earth and to social theory…

-Contextualism:


-Marxism, utilitarianism

-pragmatism, phenomenology

-Logical Positivism

-scientism

-emotivism

-Neopragmatism and Post-modernism
