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Descartes says our essence is incorporeal, and hence only the mind itself is essential to us: only the intellect is properly ours.  Things have essences too, even as corporeal.  As we have seen, our intellect can seize upon the essences of things, which include extension, motion, quantity of matter.  So our essence can seize upon the essences of things, and our accidental faculties seize upon accidents:
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		mixed self	             Passive
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(perception)		       accidents
		corporeal			
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Just as Descartes is a dual being, so are the objects of perception (which themselves stand in dualistic opposition to the knowing subject).  Note that the essential side of Descartes knows the essence of the thing while his accidental side “knows” the accidents of the object.
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