Dr. Ari Santas’ Notes On:

Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics, Book VI
A.
Intellectual Virtues

•  If you recall, moral virtues s the disposition to act according to right reason

•  Intellectual virtues are what allow is to use reason in the right way



•  The intellectual virtues are our excellence with regard to reason

•  But remember there are two aspects of our reason



•  Rational soul: conception of principles & obedience to rules

•  Restated: rationality can be divided into the pure (scientific) and the calculative (deliberative)


•  Pure (scientific) reason studies essences – those things that cannot be otherwise

•  Calculative (deliberative) reason studies accidents – those things that can be otherwise



•  The virtue of each is to do these well

B.
Wisdom

•  Corresponding to these two types of reason are two types of wisdom:



•  Sophia = theoretical wisdom ( pure reason



•  Phronesis = practical wisdom ( calculative reason


•  Both wisdoms are important in the consideration of human happiness

•  Sophia gives us happiness insofar as possessing it completes us as human beings (remember, rationality is our essence)

•  Phronesis gives us happiness insofar as it allows us to calculate means to ends

•  Both these wisdoms are virtues of the rational soul, to have them is to have intellectual virtue
C.
Practical Wisdom and Cleverness

•  Phronesis concerns excellence in achieving our given ends


•  But we do not automatically call a man wise who knows how to get what he wants



•  A villain can be smart, clever; yet we do not call him a wise man

•  The difference between a clever evil-doer and a wise man is that the latter aims at good ends
•  Wisdom consists not only in capacity to calculate means to ends, but in choosing the right ends

•  Moral virtue is what fulfills this latter function

•  If we are morally virtuous and clever, then we have Phronesis – moral wisdom
