Dr. Ari Santas’ Notes On:

Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics, Book IV
A.
Generosity

• In book IV, Aristotle resumes with his discussion of the moral virtues


• Generosity, if you recall, concerns attitudes towards money


• Specifically, with the giving and taking of wealth


• It is the mean between extravagance and stinginess


• To be extravagant is to waste wealth



• To be stingy is to hoard it

• Generosity is the disposition to: give to the right persons, at the right time for the right reason, keeping in mind the extent of your own fortune

• Of the two vices, it is stinginess that this the worse


• Extravagance can be moderated


• Stinginess is incurable

B.
Magnificence
• Magnificence is like generosity, but it deals with greater sums of money, though greatness can also be relative


• All magnificence is generous, but not vice versa

• It is the mean between pettiness and gaudiness
• These are characteristics of wealthy people – millionaires, billionaires, heads of state, etc.


• A philanthropist is magnificent

• Donald Trump is gaudy

• Mr. Howell is petty
• While the magnificent people expend for the common good, the gaudy display wealth for self-aggrandizement, and the petty do everything at the least possible cost to themselves

• Both extremes are selfishness

C.
Magnanimity

• Magnanimity, or greatness of soul, is the virtue of virtues for Aristotle


• It concerns the claiming and accepting of honors

• It is the means between vanity and “smallness of soul”
• All these characteristics involve the relationship between what you deserve and what you claim:

· Deserve little, claim little: modest
· Deserve little, claim much: vain
· Deserve much, claim little: small-souled
· Deserve much, claim much: magnanimous
· It follows that a magnanimous (“great souled”) man has to be a very worthy individual, possessing all the virtues
· Honesty in love, hate, and fact (unconcerned with appearances)

· Not easily impressed

· Not worried about insults

· Not gossipy
· Collects beauty, not wealth

· Gait is slow, voice deep, speech deliberate (ha!)
