
Dr. Santas’ PHIL-3150

Requirements for Debate Reports

Format:

Each issue should be presented in the following format, with each member of the group playing a part in at least one of the following sections:

a) Introduction: a discussion of what the issue/question is, what is at stake, morally speaking, and a sketch of the two positions to follow;

b) YES Side: a concise and complete presentation of the yes side of the issue/question, to be supplemented with one's own examples and arguments where necessary;

c) NO Side: same as in (b) for the no side of the issue/question;

d) Resolution: a statement of where the crux of the disagreement lies and a proposal for a resolution of the problem(s) at hand, along with a defense of the proposal against possible criticisms.

Visual Aids:

Each oral report should be accompanied by an outline of each argument, represented by a PowerPoint slide show or comparable medium.  

Other:

· Each member of the group must participate in order to get credit;

· Papers should follow the same format as the in-class debates, except that they are to represent both sides and a resolution;
· For both oral and written, remember that when you present a particular side of the debate you must take the stance of the author, explain his or her view, and defend it—whether or not you personally agree.
· The total length of the oral report should be around 20-25 min. (including resolution and discussion); papers should be 4-6 pages long

