Dr. Ari Santas’ PHIL-3150 

Community Service Project 
“Green” Assignment

(See Schedule for Due Dates)

This is a Group Assignment. Your team is to complete a service study of a local or regional business focusing on environmental sustainability.  Here’s the assignment: 
1. Research: review following websites:
a) Water Environment Federation Environmental Audits page:

http://www.wef.org/GovernmentAffairs/PolicyPositionStatements/Environmental_Audits.htm 
b) David Suzuki Foundation Sustainable Economy page (follow links within for ideas):

http://www.davidsuzuki.org/Economy/ 

c) VSU Plant Operations Climate Change page (as an example of an institution undergoing such a process):

http://www.valdosta.edu/finadmin/plantops/ClimateChange.shtml Look specifically at these links:

i. VSU Campus Climate Commitment Statement
ii. VSU Environmental Management Plan
2. Application: Identify and visit at least one local business, consider it from an environmental point of view, and offer an environmental “audit,” using the websites above as points of reference and comparison.
3. Description: Determine, by means of research, interview, and observation, the following: 

a) what are their environmental (or ecological) policies/commitments (as embodied in their mission statements)?
b) what are the business inputs/outputs and possible consequences of using these resources and producing/releasing these products/ byproducts? 

4. Prescriptions: Now offer the following suggestions:
a) are there specific ways the businesses could reduce use? 
· where could they save energy/ resources? 
· where could they eliminate waste? 

b) are there specific ways to reduce the business’s consumption and therefore operational costs?

· which practices will save money?

· how much?

5. Write up: An initial written report is due on the date of your oral—See main Course Schedule for specific due dates.

6. Poster/Booth: Create a Poster or Booth style presentation for Earth Day Festival on Saturday, April 25th.

7. Final Portfolio: produce a notebook that includes/details above items, to be turned in on final project deadline—See main Course Schedule for specific due date.

Additional Help:

Dr. Cliff Lipscomb would be happy to help you with this project. Email him at: calipscomb@valdosta.edu 
You can also elicit help from some of the SAVE students on this project.  Contact person: Jacqui Murray: got.jam.7@gmail.com 

