Santas’ PHIL-3150

Case Assignment

for Beauchamp’s Case Studies text

This is a group assignment.  Each group is to complete case analyses for one section in each of the two chapters assigned. For each section (which may have more than one case), provide a 10-15 min. oral report.  Reports must cover all cases in a given section.  
First, have a look at my online ethics notes at my main index:  

http://www.valdosta.edu/~asantas/3150 Index.htm
Look specifically at the notes on Deontological Ethics and Utilitarian Ethics for basic approaches to moral problems.
Then, after giving a brief description of the case at hand and the moral issues at stake, provide an analysis of each of the two cases included in your group’s two assigned chapters, using the following procedure (see my ethics notes on Pragmatism):

A. Identify the Problem: explain what the moral problem(s)
 is (are) involved in the given case.  Indicate which values are in explicit or implicit conflict.
B. Identify the Cause: explain what is (are) the source(s) of the problem(s) at hand.  Identify both obvious agents and deeper causes.
C. Propose a Solution: given the causes you identified, conceive or a course of action that would have resolved or avoided the problems in this case avert or solve such problems in the future.  Your conception of the solution should adhere to or reflect some moral principle(s).

D. Test and Defend the Proposal: keeping in mind that solutions should always be held hypothetically until we have good reason to put them into action, given your proposed solution, consider and articulate a response to these two questions:

1. will this proposed solution actually solve the problem? Explain.
2. will this proposed solution create other problems that are worse than the original one? Explain.
� A moral problem is a situation where there is a conflict of interests and/or values (see notes on � HYPERLINK "http://www.valdosta.edu/~asantas/Notes/Ethics/1ethics_concepts.htm" ��Basic Concepts�).


� A moral principle is a conventional guide towards the resolution of moral problems (see notes on � HYPERLINK "http://www.valdosta.edu/~asantas/Notes/Ethics/1ethics_concepts.htm" ��Basic Concepts�).





