PHIL-3080

Writing 3 Assignment 
Due W 11/17PRIVATE 
Instructions:  Complete Parts I - III.  Each part requires you to develop an essay in 1-2 double spaced 12-pt. font pages each (3-6 pages total).
Note: You may elect to write this assignment with one writing partner, under the following conditions:

a) there are no more than two people turning in a joint paper
b) you each work on every question together

c) total length is 5-6 pages
d) you each sign your name at the end of each question, indicating a promise to me that you each worked on this question together
Part I:  Metaphysics (Answer only one of the following questions)
1. Develop an essay on the Substance Dualism controversy.  What is substance dualism?  Explain its key features and what this view is opposed to.  Who believed in it?  Who didn’t?  What are the main points of disagreement?  You should discuss at least two of the following authors in writing your essay: Descartes, Hobbes, Spinoza, Locke, Leibniz, Berkeley, AND then either Hume or Kant (or both).
2.  Develop an essay on the role of God’s existence in the philosophical systems of the early moderns.  Who put God in a central place in his system?  Who did not?  What proofs are offered for the existence of God?  How are these proofs critiqued?  Do these proofs work?  Are they necessary?  You should discuss at least two of the following authors in writing your essay: Descartes, Hobbes, Spinoza, Locke, Leibniz, Berkeley, AND then either Hume or Kant (or both).
Part II:  Epistemology 

Develop an essay on the different approaches to epistemology now called Rationalism and Empiricism. What is rationalism?  What is empiricism?  What are the most important differences between these two views? Who were the major proponents of each of these views?  On what sorts of things did they disagree?  

How did Kant try to resolve the differences between them? Explain, using examples.   You should discuss at least two of the following authors (one or more from each approach) in writing your essay: Bacon, Descartes, Hobbes, Spinoza, Locke, Leibniz, Berkeley, Hume, AND then discuss Kant’s “solution.”
Part III:  Politics (Answer only one of the following questions)
1. Develop an essay on early modern Social Contract Theory, comparing the political theories of Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Jean Jacques Rousseau.  Discuss each of their views of the State of Nature, the Social Compact, and the resulting Commonwealth, indicating both how they are similar and how they are different in their view of the formation of “civilized” society.

2. Develop an essay on the relationship between theories of Human Nature and Ethics/Politics in the early moderns.  It’s been said that behind every social or political theory is a theory of human nature.  Explain this claim, using the ethical and/or political theories of the early moderns.  What theories of human nature are being propounded in this period?  How do these conceptions of humanity point to or justify some particular political system?  Explain.  You should discuss at least two of the following authors in writing your essay: Spinoza, Hobbes, Locke, AND then either Rousseau or Wollstonecraft (or both).

