
PHIL-2010 Final Essay:

What is Philosophy?

Assignment: This is an individual assignment. Based on your reading of:

Unit I: Plato (Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and “Allegory of the Cave”) and Aristotle (Nicomachean Ethics);  

Unit II: Rene Descartes (Meditations) and J.S. Mill (On Liberty); 

Unit III: Daniel Quinn (Ishmael) and bell hooks (Teaching to Transgress), 

and your reflections on the course, develop a 4-6 page (800-1200 word), typed essay that addresses the question: What is Philosophy?   

Your essay should do the following: 

1) discuss the ideas and themes in at least one author from each of the three Units;

2) state and develop a discussion of what those authors’ works have in common with each other;

3) offer a conception of  philosophy that accounts for what each of these authors was doing  (don’t skimp on this part—what you think is what matters in this essay).

Note:  This is an essay assignment—do not simply answer questions in a numbered format.

Grades:

Essays will be graded using the following criteria:

1. Clarity and Development (grammar, structure, style)

2. Command of Material (completeness, accuracy)

3. Critical Reasoning (originality, logic, imagination)

Evaluation of the essay is based on the above criteria, each assigned up to 4 points.  The 4 pt. scale is as follows: 4 = great; 3 = good; 2 = okay; 1 = weak; 0 = lost. The points are all combined into the 12 point scale, where 12=A, 11=A- 10=B+, 9=B, etc.

Download Essay Project Form and bring to Office Conference. See Unit IV Schedule for Due Dates:
Unit IV Schedule for Section A (9:00)

Unit IV Schedule for Section B (10:00)

