PHIL-2010                 

 Quinn / hooks Assignment              
Dr. SantasPRIVATE 

See Schedule for Due Dates

Complete A or B* below:

A. Daniel Quinn “Ishmael Skits”

Instructions:  This is a multi-group skit/video assignment—you must combine with one or two other groups to perform the skit. You may divide the labor any way you choose, but again I ask you to think very carefully about how you divide it—make sure everyone is involved in the thinking process of the assignment.  Although not everyone need appear as a player in the skit, everyone should be heavily involved. Here's the assignment:

Using Quinn’s conception of story, premise to a story, enactment of a story, culture and his account of Leavers and Takers, develop (memorized or improvised, not read)  multi-scene skit that addresses some contemporary social or environmental problem (see list below). 

Your skits/videos should use an Ishmael character (who need not be a gorilla—it could be any animal, or a “leaver,” not from this culture).  Here are some sample problems (you are not limited to these):

Over-Population

Famine


Homelessness

Rainforest Destruction
Toxic Waste 

Poverty

Global Warming

War


Over-Consumption

Crime



Air Pollution

Water Pollution

Animal Abuse


Human Genocide
Species Extinction

The problem you choose should be something you are either already familiar with (like some issue on campus), or want to learn more about.  Your approach should be from the standpoint of Ishmael, and should use Quinn’s discussion of taker culture and show how the problem at hand is a consequence of the story we are presently enacting. The point of this exercise is to have you make use of Quinn’s ideas to gain new understanding and insight on a familiar problem.  Your work should reflect this insight and understanding.

Skits -should be 8-10 min. long; videos should be roughly 5 minutes long. The skits/videos will be evaluated in terms of content (use of Quinn’s’ ideas, knowledge of the issue at hand), quality of presentation (how energetically and realistically the situations are portrayed), and critical reasoning (how imaginative and thoughtful the solutions are).
Note: If you elect to do this assignment as a short film and then show the film as your presentation.  Here are some Helpful Hints on Video Editing
B. bell hooks Teaching Skits

Instructions:  This is a multi-group skit/video assignment—you must combine with one or two other groups to perform the skit. You may divide the labor any way you choose, but again I ask you to think very carefully about how you divide it—make sure everyone is involved in the thinking process of the assignment.  Although not everyone need appear as a player in the skit, everyone should be heavily involved. Here’s the assignment:

Using the information from your text and the material of the course, create and perform (memorized or improvised, not read) a two scene skit/video about race, class, gender & sexuality, and/or education (with two or more intersecting), which does the following:

· Scene 1 should depict a situation in which someone is faced with or witnesses oppression, where some person feels disrespected, and the situation is left unresolved.
· Scene 2 should be a reenactment of the situation where that person in the first scene turns the situation into a “teaching moment” and hence resolves it in a way which is respectful of all persons involved.

Your depiction in scene 1 should appear realistic and could be based on the experiences of one or more group members.  Your solution in scene 2 should make use of hooks’ ideas and ideals of true multicultural interaction, and be in the spirit of the key concepts of her main influences, Paulo Freire (praxis, problem-posing education) and Thich Nhat Hahn (teacher as healer, engaged pedagogy)
Skits -should be 8-10 min. long; videos should be roughly 5 minutes long. The skits/videos will be evaluated in terms of content (use of hooks’ ideas, realism of your scenarios), quality of presentation (how energetically and realistically the situations are portrayed), and critical reasoning (how imaginative and thoughtful the solutions are).
Note: If you elect to do this assignment as a short film and then show the film as your presentation.  Here are some Helpful Hints on Video Editing
* Choice B (hooks option ) is on the next page.





