Dr. Ari Santas’
J.S. Mill Mediocrity Exercise
For On Liberty, Chapter III
1. Given that Mill believes that we should encourage people to deviate from the norm, when is it legitimate for him to force them to conform?  Explain, using examples from the selected clips:

Darwin Awards: Under the Influence, Midlife Crisis & Rocket Man 

Which of these actions would Mill condemn?  Which would he prohibit (not the same question).  At which point would he require that someone intercede?

2. Mill contends that in the past, “spontaneity” was the enemy of the public good, but today we have the opposite problem with custom and conformity.  What does Mill mean by the “despotism of custom”?  Why does he see it as a hindrance to human advancement and what does he think will keep us improving? Explain his reasoning, keeping in mind the following examples from the selected clips:

Idiocracy, Intro and Trailer 

Is a future of mediocracy is imminent?  Why would Mill worry that this might happen, given current trends in human society?
