Dr. Ari Santas’ 

Background Exercise for 

J. S. Mill, On Liberty, Chapter I
Phase I (in your groups)
1. Explain Mill’s analysis of the conflict between liberty and authority, and how this conflict eventually led to the origin of democracy.
2. Explain why Mill does not think having a democratic government guarantees liberty.  What does he mean by the “tyranny of the prevailing opinion and feeling”?
Phase II (still in your groups)

Now imagine the following:

You are among the last survivors of Earth shattering cataclysm.  After finding a means of meeting basic needs and recovering from the initial shock of the catastrophe, things have finally settled down.  You are the leader(s) of this new space colony on an Earth-like planet.  People are no longer held in unity by the disaster and are starting to have conflicts with one another. At first you deal with them on a case by case basis, but now you feel like you need to make some laws.  There are people from all over the home planet (Earth) with various moral, political, and religious and traditions.
A.  
1) What sorts of conflicts do you think they would have (give examples); and 
2) Why do you think they are having them?
B. 
1) What sorts of laws and rights/immunities would you create and enact; 
2) how would you justify them; and 
3) how would you enforce them?
Phase III (combined with one or more other group(s))
Share answers for A and reconstruct a single answer to B.

Take-home version: Do also item C. below.  To be done with your group.  More than one submission from one group will result in the dilution of your grade by a factor of the number of submissions.  

C. 1) Look up one of the following authors and briefly summarize his works:

Thomas Hobbes, Moral and Political Philosophy (in his Leviathan)
Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract
Thomas Jefferson, On Politics and Government
2) How would this author answer A. and B. above?
