Dr. Ari Santas’
Matrix Exercise
Describe the scene (DVD chapter 8) from The Matrix and answer the following questions:

A. What is the matrix?  How does it keep people in bondage?  Compare to the imprisonment in Plato’s Allegory of the Cave.  How is the imagery of the matrix like that of the fire and shadows in the cave?  

B. Which pill would you take? Why?  Why did Neo take the red pill? If your answer is different than his, explain the difference between you.  How does this type of difference relate to the conflict between the prisoners in the cave?

C. How can you tell if you’re dreaming, awake, or “plugged in”?  Is there ever a foolproof way to tell?   Does it matter? Compare Descartes’ worry and doubt in Meditation I.

If you were Neo (or Trinity, or any of the escapees) would you return to the cave and help your old friends escape, or go back in like Cypher once you found out what the world was like?  If not, why not?  If so, why?

