Descartes’ God Exercise

for Meditation III
Phase 1 [Working individually] 
Imagine that you are talking to a friend who doubts that God exists.  Prove to her/him that God exists just using the fact that you have an idea of Him.
Phase 2 [working in small groups, answer the following, dividing the labor] 
1. Define the terms 'formal reality', 'objective reality', 'formal cause', and 'eminent cause'.  Explain how Descartes employs these terms to prove that God exists.*
2. Describe how Descartes moves from ‘I have imperfections’ to ‘There must be a source of ultimate perfection.’  Does this work as a proof that there must be a God?

3. Explain the role of the Principle of Sufficient Reason (i.e., everything has a sufficient reason for being the way it is) in Descartes' (first) proof of God's existence.  
Phase 3 [combining with other groups to share results]
Summarize Descartes’ proof combining all three answers.  Include the following concepts: definition of God, perfection, levels of reality, cause and effect
Phase 4 [reporting to class or quiz]
*see Cress Addendum
