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Phase 1: Working in small groups, (dividing the labor) answer A, B, and/or C.
A. Why do bad things happen?  Why is there evil in the world?

B. Why do people make mistakes when investigating the truth of something factual?  What is the source of their error?

C. Why do people commit moral errors (sin, crime, etc.)?  What is the source of error?

Phase 2: Now answer the following questions from Meditation IV:

1. Explain Descartes’ argument that God could not be a deceiver.  Why is this knowledge important given his earlier concerns in Meditation I?

2. Explain the difference between the understanding (Reason) and the will (“freedom of choice”), according to Descartes. Why is this difference important? 

3. What is Descartes' explanation for why humans make mistakes?  Explain his advice for avoiding them, given his analysis of mind.

Phase 3: Combining groups, then full class discussion, video illustrations, or quiz.  
Compare to Descartes’ solutions in Meditation IV to your answers for A, B, C.
