Crito Exercise
Phase 1 [In small groups, ½ doing #1, ½ doing #2]
1.  What are Crito’s strongest arguments for Socrates’ escape?  What does Socrates find wrong with these?  Explain.
2.  What are Socrates’ main reasons for staying in prison and facing his execution?  What could have Crito said to further challenge his point of view?  What might you have said to him?

Phase 2 [In combined groups, share answers from #1 & 2, answer #3]
3.  What would you have done if put in Socrates position?  Would you have chosen to escape? If not, why not?  If so, what would you have said to the Laws when they confronted you at the city gates?  Is your case different than that of Socrates? Explain.

Phase 3 [using text and videos from Thoreau, King, Gandhi]
4.  At his trial, Socrates made it quite clear that he would not obey the court if it asked him to discontinue his mission.  But while in prison, he argued to Crito that one must never "destroy the laws" by disobeying them.  This appears to be inconsistent. Why obey some laws and not others? During the American Civil Rights movement, Martin Luther King, Jr. is accused of a similar inconsistency; and he answers by making a distinction between just and unjust laws. Discuss Socrates' mission, his conception of wisdom, his basic moral principles, the concept of law and Civil Disobedience. 

