Apology Exercise 2

A.  Diving the labor (one question per group), answer the following questions:

1.  What did Socrates mean when he said that he's like a gadfly? Whom did he sting? Why did he sting them?  Explain.  Whom would he sting if he were walking around here?

2.  What was Socrates’ mission?  How did he come to be on this mission and why did he tell the jury all about it in his defense?  Explain. What is Socrates’ definition of wisdom?  How did he arrive at this definition? What does this notion of wisdom have to do with his prosecution and defense? Explain.

3.  Explain Socrates’ defense against the “corruption of the youth” charge in his dialogue with Meletus.  Does he make his point?  

4.  Explain Socrates’ defense against the “atheism” charge in his dialogue with Meletus.  What kind of argument is Socrates offering here? Does he make his point?  

B.  Combining groups (so that all questions are represented), explain answers to each other and answer the following together:

5.  What was Socrates’ strategy in defending himself in the Apology?  Was it a good strategy?  Explain.

