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The professional meeting began at 5 PM.

I. Will Curry discussed current chapter activities.
a. Our canned food drive has been extended.  So far, the chapter has donated 200 pounds of cans.

b. We will participate in Habitat for Humanity on Saturday, October 25, from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Members should sign up with Chris Topham.
c. Kathy Berger is leading a kitty litter drive for the entire semester.  Donations should be dropped off in Ms. Hatcher’s Decision Center office.

d. Mrs. Suzanne McCaffrey, BAP regional director, is in attendance for an on-site visit in our preparation for becoming an official chapter.

II. Marlan Nichols, CPA and partner from Nichols Cauley & Associates of Warner Robins, Georgia, spoke to our chapter on the current economic conditions and the effects on the accounting industry.
a. Thirty percent of Mr. Nichol’s firm’s revenue comes from financial institutions.

b. Sectors of the economy first affected by the current economic conditions include housing, energy, development, construction, and automobiles.

c. Mr. Nichols explained the origination of the faulty sub-prime mortgages, the current liquidity problems in the market, and how the changes in regulation in the financial industry have led to the current situation.

d. Mr. Nichols also discussed the current job market for new graduates and the tough competition that requires students to have good interviewing and personal skills as well as realistic expectations.
The meeting concluded at 6 PM, and a pizza social followed in Crane Plaza.
