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About Valdosta State University

·Public, 4 year institution

·Located in south Georgia serving a 
service region of 41 counties

·Fall 2008 enrollment of 11,490

·9,708 Undergraduate

·1,782 Graduate
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Current Issues at VSU
·Budget concerns

·Budget cuts for this fiscal year (9%)

·Permanent reductions for FY10

·Additional cuts for FY09??

·Retention Rates & Graduation Rates 

·High priority

·Retention rates decreased nearly 5% over last three years

·Graduation rates decreased nearly 3% over last three 
years

·Increased Productivity and Efficiency

·ñDo more with the same or lessò
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Definitions
·Retention Rate: ñA measure of the 

rate at which students persist in their 
educational program at an institution, 
expressed as a percentage. For four-
year institutions, this is the 
percentage of first-time bachelors (or 
equivalent) degree-seeking 
undergraduates from the previous 
fall who are again enrolled in the 
current fallò (IPEDS, 2008). 
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What Can Institutions do with SAT 
Validity Data?
·Data is available from ACES in a variety of ways to inform 

the campus:

·Basic - standard Admission Validity Report

·Intermediate - customized report using additional 
variables from existing ACES data

·Advanced - customized report using additional 
variables from existing ACES data and internal data 
[Created by the institution]
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What Can my Institution do with a Basic 
Report?
·Provides a first look at 

institutional correlations between 
first-year GPA, high school GPA, 
and test scores as predictors

·Identify students at risk of not 
completing degree requirements

·Opportunities for intervention 
with currently enrolled 
students

·Use Student Tracker to locate 
non-enrolled
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What Can my Institution do with an 
Intermediate Report?
·Dig deeper into data found in 

the original report

·Pinpoint areas of interest for 
further analysis (institutions 
can include variables not 
addressed in first report)

·Uses existing ACES data 
variables
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What Can my Institution do with an 
Advanced Report?
·Created by institution in conjunction 

with College Board data

·Use internal variables which were 
included in the upload file for analysis

·Create institutionally defined 
subgroups

·Use internal variable for criterion

·Use internal variables for additional 
predictors

·Note: May need to work with Institutional 
Research office and/or Information Technology
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Benefits to Participating Institutions

·Predictors of student success

·Enrollment implications

·Budget implications

·Freshman year experience programs

·Sophomore year experience programs

·Opportunities to intervene with at -risk students with 
GPAs above 2.0

o Academic advising

·Opportunities for targeted admissions 

·Information for prospective students

o Characteristics of successful students
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Case Study ςPredicting Student Success

Combination 

of Data 

College Board 

Data 

VSU

Data 

Predicting Student Success



VSU Regression Analysis

·Two consecutive years of declines in retention rates

·4.5% over two years

·At risk of a third consecutive decline

·Decrease in average SAT

·Decrease in average HS GPA

·Increase in enrollments

·Action was needed now ï
not next fall

·Limited Resources

·Limited Time

·How to make our efforts count the most?
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VSU Regression Analysis
Logistic Regression Model

·8 Years of Historical Data

·Selected statistically significant 
variables

·High School GPA*

·First Term GPA

·First Term Attempted Hours

·First Term Earned Hours

·Race 

·Gender
* Variable was not significant, but an 

important indicator for VSU. Note: SAT was 
not significant 13


