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The Impact of Accreditation 

ÅñThe most frequent approach used with an 
institutionally valid sample was a national survey. 
More than three-quarters (76%) of all schools 
reported using surveys at the institution-wide level.ò

-National Institute for Learning Outcomes Assessment 

Å11 Sessions at SAIR on SACS Accreditation



CIRP and Accreditation

ÅCIRP is creating accreditation guides for all the 

regional accreditors. 

ÅSACS guides for 2009 and 2010 are available on our 

website (limited hard copies available here at SAIR)

Åhttp://heri.ucla.edu/accreditation

http://heri.ucla.edu/accreditation


CIRP and Accreditation

ÅGuides provide: 

ïsuggestions for using results from the three CIRP student surveys and 

the HERI Faculty Survey

ïDetailed tables aligning CIRP Survey results with SACS Core 

Requirements and Comprehensive Standards

ïExamples of how to use CIRP Survey results in the SACS accreditation 

process

Å Laura Palucki Blake, CIRP Assistant Director spearheaded this 

effort at HERI.  She has been an Evaluator for Institutional 

Effectiveness. 





Valuable Information from CIRP

6

Å The Freshman Survey and Your First College Year Survey provide valuable information about the freshmen 
students on campus. 

Overall Perception



The Freshman Survey
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Student Background 
ÅExhibit 1 shows that 39.2% of participants planned to attain a Masterôs degree as their highest 

academic degree.

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.

EXHIBIT 1: HIGHEST ACADEMIC DEGREE PLANNED
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Student Background 
ÅExhibit 2 shows that 60.4% of participants planned to attain a Bachelorôs degree as their highest 

degree at Valdosta State University. 

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.

EXHIBIT 2: HIGHEST ACADEMIC DEGREE PLANNED AT VSU:
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Academic Habits
ÅExhibit 3 shows that 79.8% of participants frequently take notes during class, and 57.3% of 

participants frequently ask questions in class.

ÅExhibit 4 shows that 51.6% of participants occasionally look up scientific research articles and 
resources, and 53.9% of participants occasionally explore topics on their own, even though it is not 
required for a class.

EXHIBIT 3: ASKS QUESTIONS AND TAKE NOTES DURING 
CLASS

EXHIBIT 4: LOOK UP RESEARCH ARTICLES AND 
RESOURCES 

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Academic Habits
ÅExhibit 5 shows that 55.0% of participants frequently support their opinions with a logical argument, 

while 54.2% of participants occasionally evaluate the quality or reliability of information they receive.

ÅExhibit 6 shows that 52.2% of participants frequently seek solutions to problems and explain them to 
others, while 50.1% of participants occasionally seek alternative solutions to problems.

EXHIBIT 5: SUPPORT OPINIONS WITH A LOGICAL 
ARGUMENT 

EXHIBIT 6: SEEK SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Academic Habits
ÅExhibit 7 shows that 55.0% of participants frequently revise their papers to improve their writing and 

50.7% frequently accept mistakes as part of the learning process.

ÅExhibit 8 shows that 60.8% of participants frequently work with other students on class assignments, 
and 52.7% of participants frequently seek feedback on their academic work.

EXHIBIT 7: IMPLEMENTS REVISIONS TO IMPROVE WORK  EXHIBIT 8: SEEK FEEDBACK ON ACADEMIC WORK AND 
WORK WITH OTHER STUDENTS ON CLASS 

ASSIGNMENTS

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Reasons to Attend VSU
ÅExhibit 9 shows that 59.0% of participants indicated that the academic reputation of VSU was a very 

important factor in deciding to attend VSU, while 56.0% of participants indicated the cost of 
attendance was a very important factor in their decision to attend VSU.

EXHIBIT 9: SELECTED FACTORS RATED AS VERY IMPORTANT IN DECIDING TO ATTEND VSU

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Future Plans
ÅExhibit 10 shows that 98.3% of participants indicated that there is some chance or very good chance 
of making at least a ñBò average. 98.0% of respondents indicated that there is some chance or very 
good chance of socializing with someone of another racial/ethnic group.

EXHIBIT 10: SELECTED FUTURE PLANS RATED AS SOME CHANCE OR VERY GOOD CHANCE 

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010. 14

65.8%

70.4%

75.4%

86.1%

88.1%

88.1%

92.5%

95.1%

95.1%

95.9%

98.0%

98.3%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Participate in a study abroad program

Play club, intramural, or recreational sports

Have a roommate of a different race/ethnicity

Get a job to help pay for college expenses

Participate in volunteer or community service work

Work on a professor's research project

Participate in student clubs/groups

Communicate regularly with your professors

Discuss course content with students outside of class

Be satisfied with your college

Socialize with someone of another racial/ethnic group

Make at least a "B" average



Your First College Year Survey 
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Self-Ratings
ÅExhibit 11 shows that more than 75.0% of participants rated their academic, mathematical, and writing 

ability as average or better; 96.1% of participants rated their computer skills as average or better.

ÅExhibit 12 shows that more than 65.0% of participants rated their artistic, leadership, and public speaking 
ability as average or better; 91.3% of participants rated their creativity as average or better.  

EXHIBIT 11: SELF-RATINGS ON ACADEMIC 
CHARACTERISTICS

EXHIBIT 12: SELF-RATINGS ON ACADEMIC 
CHARACTERISTICS

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Time Usage
ÅExhibit 13 shows that 76.6% of participants attended classes/labs 11 or more hours per week and 

83.6% of participants spent ten or fewer hours studying or doing homework per week.

EXHIBIT 13: FREQUENCY OF PARTICIPATION

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Time Usage
ÅExhibit 14 shows that 67.5% of participants met with their academic advisors once or twice per term. 

Over half (56.3%) of participants met with their professors during office hours one or more times a 
month.

EXHIBIT 14: FREQUENCY OF INTERACTION

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Academic Habits
ÅExhibit 15 shows that 49.1% of participants did not receive tutoring during their first year at college. 

96.1% of participants occasionally or frequently discussed course content with students outside of 
class. 

EXHIBIT 15: SINCE ENTERING VSU, PARTICIPANTS INDICATED HOW OFTEN THEY 
PARTICIPATED IN THE FOLLOWING ACTVITIES

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Academic Habits
ÅExhibit 16 shows that more than 80.0% of participants (80.8%) occasionally or frequently worked 

with classmates on group projects during class and outside of class.  Also, 83.9% of participants 
occasionally or frequently made presentations in class.

EXHIBIT 16: SINCE ENTERING VSU, PARTICIPANTS INDICATED HOW OFTEN THEY 
PARTICIPATED IN THE FOLLOWING ACTVITIES

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Academic Habits
ÅExhibit 17 shows that less than 50.0% of participants worked on a professorôs research project.  More 

than 50.0% of participants occasionally or frequently received advice or emotional support from a 
professor or another student.  

EXHIBIT 17: SINCE ENTERING VSU, PARTICIPANTS INDICATED HOW OFTEN THEY 
PARTICIPATED IN THE FOLLOWING ACTVITIES

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Academic Habits
ÅExhibit 18 shows that 97.0% of participants occasionally or frequently integrated skills and knowledge 

from different sources and experiences.  Also, 96.1% of participants occasionally or frequently 
accepted mistakes as part of the learning process.

EXHIBIT 18: SINCE ENTERING VSU, PARTICIPANTS  INDICATED HOW OFTEN THEY 
PARTICIPATED IN THE FOLLOWING ACTVITIES DURING THE PAST YEAR

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Participation and Behavior in the Past Year
ÅExhibit 19 shows that more than 55.0% of participants felt that their research, problem -solving, teamwork, 

leadership, and critical thinking skills are stronger or much stronger after being in college for one year.

EXHIBIT 19: SELF PERCEPTION AFTER BEING IN COLLEGE FOR ONE YEAR

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Participation and Behavior in the Past Year
ÅExhibit 20 shows that 55.0% of participants participated in volunteer or community service work since 

entering college.

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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Quality Enhancement Plan - FUSE
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Provides students with focused 

opportunities for engaging with 

faculty in research and scholarly 

activities appropriate to the 

discipline.



Uses of CIRP in Accreditation
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ÅLƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ±{¦Ωǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {!/{ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΣ ǿŜ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǘǿƻ /Lwt ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ 
to gain baseline data research on campus. The following questions were added to each survey about 
undergraduate research
Å QEP SLO1 ςI understand the basic research methodology used within my major. 
ό{ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜΣ !ƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ {ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿύ

Å QEP SLO1 - I have the necessary skills to do research in my major. 
ό{ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜΣ !ƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ {ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿύ

Å QEP SLO2 ςI am able to apply knowledge learned in the classroom to resolve issues in external 
ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳŀƧƻǊΦ ό{ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜΣ !ƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ {ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿύ

Å QEP SLO2 ςI have formulated and resolved a research question using knowledge related to my 
ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦ ό{ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜΣ !ƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ {ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿύ

Å QEP SLO3 ςI feel confident presenting written projects based upon research within my major. 
ό{ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜΣ !ƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ {ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿύ

Å QEP SLO3 ςI feel confident orally presenting projects based upon research within my major. 
ό{ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜΣ !ƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ {ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿύ



Overall Perceptions
Å Exhibit 21 shows that 65.1% of participants agree or strongly agree to understanding the basic research 

methodology used within their major.

Å Exhibit 22 shows that 74.5% of participants agree or strongly agree to understanding the basic research 
methodology used within their major.

EXHIBIT 21: I UNDERSTAND THE BASIC RESEARCH 

METHODOLOGY USED WITHIN MY MAJOR 
(DATA FROM THE FRESHMAN SURVEY)

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.
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EXHIBIT 22: I UNDERSTAND THE BASIC RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGY USED WITHIN MY MAJOR

(DATA FROM YOUR FIRST YEAR COLLEGE SURVEY)

Source: VSU SRA Office, June 2010.
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Overall Perceptions
Å Exhibit 23 shows that 81.3% of participants agree or strongly agree to having the necessary skills to do 

research in their major.

Å Exhibit 24 shows that 80.0% of participants agree or strongly agree to having the necessary skills to do 
research in their major.

EXHIBIT 24: I HAVE THE NECESSARY SKILLS TO DO 
RESEARCH IN MY MAJOR

(DATA FROM YOUR FIRST YEAR COLLEGE SURVEY)

Source: VSU SRA Office, June 2010.
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EXHIBIT 23: I HAVE THE NECESSARY SKILLS TO DO 
RESEARCH IN MY MAJOR

(DATA FROM THE FRESHMAN SURVEY)
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Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.



Overall Perceptions
Å Exhibit 25 shows that 85.6% of participants agree or strongly agree that they are able to apply knowledge 

learned in the classroom to resolve issues in external setting relevant to their major.

Å Exhibit 26 shows that 76.6% of participants agree or strongly agree that they are able to apply knowledge 
learned in the classroom to resolve issues in external setting relevant to their major.

EXHIBIT 26: I AM ABLE TO APPLY KNOWLEDGE 
LEARNED IN THE CLASSROOM TO RESOLVE ISSUES IN 

EXTERNAL SETTINGS RELEVANT TO MY MAJOR
(DATA FROM YOUR FIRST YEAR COLLEGE SURVEY)

Source: VSU SRA Office, June 2010.
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EXHIBIT 25: I AM ABLE TO APPLY KNOWLEDGE 
LEARNED IN THE CLASSROOM TO RESOLVE ISSUES IN 

EXTERNAL SETTINGS RELEVANT TO MY MAJOR
(DATA FROM THE FRESHMAN SURVEY)

Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.



Overall Perceptions
Å Exhibit 27 shows that 53.2% of participants agree or strongly agree that they have formulated and 

resolved a research question using knowledge related to their major in external settings.

Å Exhibit 28 shows that 62.3% of participants agree or strongly agree that they have formulated and 
resolved a research question using knowledge related to their major in external settings.

EXHIBIT 28: I HAVE FORMULATED AND RESOLVED A 
RESEARCH QUESTION USING KNOWLEDGE RELATED 

TO MY MAJOR IN EXTERNAL SETTINGS
(DATA FROM YOUR FIRST YEAR COLLEGE SURVEY)

Source: VSU SRA Office, June 2010.
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Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.

EXHIBIT 27: I HAVE FORMULATED AND RESOLVED A 
RESEARCH QUESTION USING KNOWLEDGE RELATED TO 

MY MAJOR IN EXTERNAL SETTINGS
(DATA FROM THE FRESHMAN SURVEY)



Overall Perceptions
Å Exhibit 29 shows that 66.9% of participants agree or strongly agree that they feel confident presenting 

written projects based upon research within their major.

Å Exhibit 30 shows that 69.3% of participants agree or strongly agree that they feel confident presenting 
written projects based upon research within their major.

EXHIBIT 30: I FEEL CONFIDENT PRESENTING WRITTEN 
PROJECTS BASED UPON RESEARCH WITHIN MY MAJOR

(DATA FROM YOUR FIRST YEAR COLLEGE SURVEY)

Source: VSU SRA Office, June 2010.
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EXHIBIT 29: I FEEL CONFIDENT PRESENTING WRITTEN 
PROJECTS BASED UPON RESEARCH WITHIN MY MAJOR

(DATA FROM THE FRESHMEN SURVEY)
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Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.



Overall Perceptions
Å Exhibit 31 shows that 60.8% of participants agree or strongly agree that they feel confident orally 

presenting projects based upon research within their major.

Å Exhibit 32 shows that 66.3% of participants agree or strongly agree that they feel confident orally 
presenting projects based upon research within their major.

EXHIBIT 32: I FEEL CONFIDENT ORALLY PRESENTING 
PROJECTS BASED UPON RESEARCH WITHIN MY MAJOR 

(DATA FROM YOUR FIRST YEAR COLLEGE SURVEY)

Source: VSU SRA Office, June 2010.
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EXHIBIT 31: I FEEL CONFIDENT ORALLY PRESENTING 
PROJECTS BASED UPON RESEARCH WITHIN MY MAJOR 

(DATA FROM THE FRESHMEN SURVEY)
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Source: VSU SRA Office, May 2010.



Next Steps for Using CIRP 
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²ŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ v9t



·#)20 &ÒÅÓÈÍÁÎ 3ÕÒÖÅÙ ɉ4&3Ɋ ÓÉÎÃÅ ΣΫΩΡȭÓ
ÀDemographic and other information over time

·College Senior Survey (CSS) since 2001
ÀIn-depth Senior Survey 

·Compare Senior and Freshman cohort for 
changes

·!ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÂÏÔÈ ÅÖÅÒ ȰÏÄÄȱ ÙÅÁÒ 



·The Freshman Survey (TFS) and College 
Senior Survey (CSS)as Compliance and QEP 
sources

·Demonstrate as one effective use of 
assessment

·Zero recommendations for Reaffirmation of 
Accreditation by SACS in 2006



·"Four Years Later: Qualitative and Quantitative Assessment 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ΤΡΡΣȱ
http://www.wfu.edu/ir/docs/air_6_2002.pdf

·Relevant results on how Wake Forest students changed from 
freshman to senior year

·3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭimprovement in self-confidence
À62% of seniors (on the CSS), compared to 52% of the same group as 

freshmen (on the TFS), reported"above average or higher" self-
confidence

·Seniors less contact socially with students from other races 
À71% of the freshmen socialized with other racial/ethnic groups (when in 

high school) vs. only 40% as seniors at Wake Forest

http://www.wfu.edu/ir/docs/air_6_2002.pdf


·Diversity a challenge
·Close the Loop
ÀPositive steps taken to improve interaction 

of students with students of other 
racial/ethnic groups
ÀSAT Optional 

·Comparing CSS and TFS
ÀAssessment mechanism determining how 

students changed in multiple facets from 
freshman to senior year



Compared with the average person of his/her 
ÁÇÅȟ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÒÁÔÅÄ ÓÅÌÆ ȰÁÂÏÖÅ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅȱ ÏÒ 
ȰÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ΧΦ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔȱ ÉÎȡ 

·Writing ability 
ÀWake Forest Class of 2003 ɀ76% 
ÀȰ0ÒÉÖÁÔÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓȱ #ÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ΤΡΡΥ ɀ63% 







Senior Survey Question:   If you studied abroad while a 
student at Wake Forest, how do you regard this experience 
as a part of your education?


