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I. Executive Summary 

The following excerpts taken from this document provide the reader with a general overview of 

the evidence to support the case that VSU students are learning and developing mastery of skills 

in the General Education curriculum. 

 
 

Outcome Results from internal data  Results from external data 
Overall 

assessment 

1. Students will demonstrate 

understanding of the society of the 

United States and its ideals.  

(Evidence available on pages 20-

24) 

· Pass rates increased or held stable. 

· Alumni are prepared to appreciate 

history, social, economic, and political 

forces. 

· Seniors' perceptions of VSU core held 

stable or improved.  

· NSSE (7b): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

· NSSE (11o): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers  

Evidence 

suggests general 

education 

requirements are 

being met. 

2. Students will demonstrate 

cross-cultural perspectives and 

knowledge of other societies.  

(Evidence available on pages 24-

27) 

· Seniors' perceptions of VSU's core 

improved.  
· Pass rates increased or held stable. 

· Alumni are prepared to appreciate and 

understand diversity and develop global 

perspectives. 

· NSSE (11l): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

· NSSE (10c): VSU seniors 

higher than Carnegie peers 

Evidence 

suggests general 

education 

requirements are 

being met. 

3. Students will use computer and 

information technology when 

appropriate. (Evidence available 

on pages 27-30) 

· Seniors' perceptions of VSU's core 

improved.  
· Alumni are prepared to use computing 

in everyday life and in discipline-specific 

analysis and design. 

· NSSE (11g): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

· NSSE (1l): VSU first-year 

students and seniors comparable 

or higher than Carnegie peers 

· NSSE (1m): VSU first-year 

students and seniors comparable 

or higher than Carnegie peers 

Evidence 

suggests general 

education 

requirements are 

being met. 

4. Students will express 

themselves clearly, logically, and 

precisely in writing and in 

speaking, and they will 

demonstrate competence in 

reading and listening. (Evidence 

available on pages 30-35) 

· Regents' Test pass rates decreased. 

· Seniors' perceptions of VSU improved.  

· Alumni are prepared to think creatively 

and to formulate ideas verbally and in 

writing. 

· NSSE (11c): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

· NSSE (11d): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

Mixed results - 

Needs further 

investigation. 

5. Students will demonstrate 

knowledge of scientific and 

mathematical principles and 

proficiency in laboratory 

practices.  (Evidence available on 

pages 35-38) 

· Alumni are prepared to use analytic 

reasoning and to appreciate the sciences. 

· Seniors' perceptions of VSU's core 

improved. 

· Pass rates increased or held stable.  

· NSSE (11f): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

Evidence 

suggests general 

education 

requirements are 

being met. 

6. Students will demonstrate 

knowledge of diverse cultural 

heritages in the arts, the 

humanities, and the social 

sciences. (Evidence available on 

pages 38-40) 

· Pass rates varied: English increased or 

held stable; Perspectives decreased.  

· Alumni are prepared to appreciate 

literature and arts. 

· NSSE (1e): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

Mixed results - 

Needs further 

investigation. 

7. Students will demonstrate the 

ability to analyze, to evaluate, and 

to make inferences from oral, 

written, and visual materials. 

(Evidence available on pages 40-

42) 

· Regents' Test pass rates decreased. 

· Alumni are prepared to organize in 

formation, make decisions, solve 

problems creatively, and write 

effectively. 

· NSSE (11e): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

· NSSE (2d): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

Mixed results - 

Needs further 

investigation. 

8. Students will demonstrate 

knowledge of principles of ethics 

and their employment in the 

analysis and resolution of moral 

problems. (Evidence available on 

pages 42-44) 

· Seniors' perceptions of VSU improved. 

· Pass rates for Perspectives decreased. 

· NSSE (11n): VSU first-year 

students and seniors higher than 

Carnegie peers 

Mixed results - 

Needs further 

investigation. 
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I I. Introduction  

This report contains evidence that VSU is compliant with SACS standard 3.5.1.  Using internally 

and externally generated data sources, this report will demonstrate that VSUôs General Education 

Outcomes directly relate to the core curriculum and General Education coursework and serve as 

a successful foundation for upperclassman students and graduating seniors. 

 

The importance of the Core Curriculum is addressed in the 2008-09 VSU Undergraduate Catalog 

which states: 

 

ñIn the USG, general education programs consist of a group of courses known as the Core 

Curriculum as well as other courses and co-curricular experiences specific to each institution.  

The attainment of general education learning outcomes prepares responsible, reflective citizens 

who adapt constructively to change.  General education programs impart knowledge, values, 

skills, and behaviors related to critical thinking and logical problem-solving.  General education 

includes opportunities for interdisciplinary learning and experiences that increase intellectual 

curiosity, providing the basis for advanced study in the variety of fields offered by today's 

colleges and universitiesò (VSU 2008-09 Undergraduate Catalog, p. 96). 

 

III. Methodology 

This report utilizes data and information from the following four sources to assess the degree to 

which VSU students have obtained the eight General Education Learning Outcomes by their 

senior year:

 

  

General 
Education Core 
courses mapped 

against Core 
Curriculum-8 

outcomes.

NSSE questions 
mapped against 

Core 
Curriculum-8 

outcomes.

Individual NSSE 
questions were 

analyzed 
against 

individual 
learning 

outcomes.

Alumni surveys, 
Senior Exit 

Surveys, and 
Regentsô Test 

data were 
analyzed 

against learning 
outcomes.
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IV. VSUôs Competencies for Graduating Seniors 

The VSU administration and faculty, with approval by the Board of Regents of the USG, have 

adopted eight General Education Outcomes which serve as the foundation for its core curriculum 

and General Education coursework.  The standards are written below, and they are repeated 

throughout the document for ease of the readerôs reference.   

IVa. VSU General Education Outcomes 

Exhibit 1 contains VSUôs eight General Education Outcomes. 

Exhibit 1: VSU General Education Outcomes 

# Outcome and Description 

1 

Students will demonstrate understanding of the society of the United States and its 

ideals.  They will possess the requisite knowledge of the society of the United States, its 

ideals, and its functions to enable them to become informed and responsible citizens. They 

will understand the connections between the individual and society and the roles of social 

institutions. They will understand the structure and operational principles of the United 

States government and economic system. They will understand United States history and 

both the historical and present role of the United States in the world.  

2 

Students will demonstrate cross-cultural perspectives and knowledge of other 

societies.  They will possess sufficient knowledge of various aspects of another culture, 

including the language, social and religious customs, aesthetic expression, geography, and 

intellectual and political history, to enable them to interact with individuals within that 

society from an informed perspective. They will possess an international viewpoint that 

will allow them to examine critically the culture of their own nation and to participate in 

global society. 

3 

Students will use computer and information technology when appropriate. They will 

demonstrate knowledge of computer concepts and terminology. They will possess basic 

working knowledge of a computer operating system. They will be able to use at least two 

software tools, such as word processors, spreadsheets, database management systems, or 

statistical packages. They will be able to find information using computer searching tools.  

4 

Students will express themselves clearly, logically, and precisely in writing and in 

speaking, and they will demonstrate competence in reading and listening. They will 

display the ability to write coherently in standard English; to speak well; to read, to 

understand, and to interpret the content of written materials in various disciplines; and to 

listen effectively and to understand different modes of communication.  

5 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles and 

proficiency in laboratory practices.  They will understand the basic concepts and 

principles underlying scientific methodology and be able to collect, analyze, and interpret 

data. They will learn a body of scientific knowledge and be able to judge the merits of 

arguments about scientific issues. They will be able to perform basic algebraic 

manipulations and to use fundamental algebraic concepts to solve word problems and 

equations. They will be able to use basic knowledge of statistics to interpret and to analyze 

data. They will be able to evaluate arguments based on quantitative data. 

6 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultural heritages in the arts, the 

humanities, and the social sciences. They will develop understanding of the relationships 
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Exhibit 1: VSU General Education Outcomes 

# Outcome and Description 

among the visual and performing arts, literature and languages, and history and the social 

sciences. Students will be versed in approaches appropriate to the study of those 

disciplines; they will identify and respond to a variety of aesthetic experiences and engage 

in critical thinking about diverse issues. They will be able to identify the components of 

and respond to aesthetic experiences in the visual and performing arts. They will develop 

knowledge of world literature within its historical and cultural frameworks. They will 

understand modern issues within a historical context and the role of the individual in 

various forms of societies and governments. 

7 

Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze, to evaluate, and to make inferences 

from oral, written, and visual materials.  They will be skilled in inquiry, logical 

reasoning, and critical analysis. They will be able to acquire and evaluate relevant 

information, analyze arguments, synthesize facts and information, and offer logical 

arguments leading to creative solutions to problems.  

8 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of principles of ethics and their employment in 

the analysis and resolution of moral problems. They will recognize and understand 

issues in applied ethics. They will understand their own value systems in relation to other 

value systems. They will judge values and practices in a variety of disciplines.  
Source:  www.valdosta.edu/academic/VSUGeneralEducationOutcomes.shtml 

 

  

http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/VSUGeneralEducationOutcomes.shtml
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IVb. General Education Program Requirements 

VSUôs General Education program consists of a core curriculum which is divided into six areas 

(Areas A through F) and consists of 60 semester hours.  These core courses provide students a 

general liberal arts education and prepare them to enter their respective majors. The core 

curriculum is part of USGôs common core curriculum, utilized by all 35 institutions. 

Additionally, the core curriculum is provided to students in the VSU Catalog, VSU website, and 

during their advising sessions. The core curriculum is presented in Exhibit 2. 
 

Exhibit 2: VSU Core Curriculum  

AREA A Essential Skills - 9 semester hours 

     ENGL 1101 or ENGL 1101H - 3 hours 

     ENGL 1102 or ENGL 1102H - 3 hours 

One of the following - 3 hours 

     MATH 1101 or MATH 1111 - 3 hours 

     MATH 1113 or MATH 1113H - 3 hours 

     MATH 2261 or MATH 2261H - 4 hours 

     MATH 2262 - 4 hours 

NOTE: MATH 1113 or MATH 1113H (or higher) is required of all students 

majoring in (or intending to transfer within the University System with a major 

in) architecture, astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer science, engineering 

technology, geology, geography (B.S.), forestry, pharmacy, mathematics, 

physical therapy, physics, or secondary education (biology, chemistry, 

mathematics, or physics). MATH 2261 (or higher) is required of all students 

intending to transfer within the University System with a major in engineering. 

AREA B Institutional Options (Perspectives) - 4 semester hours 

Two different courses - required each from a different area of the Perspectives; all 

courses carry 2 semester credit hours. 

 1. Perspectives on Ethics/Values 

     2. Perspectives on Tradition and Change 

     3. Perspectives on Human Expression 

     4. Perspectives on the Environment/Physical World 

     5. Perspectives on Race/Gender 

     6. Perspectives on Cross-Cultural Understanding/Expression 

     7. Perspectives on the World of Work 

AREA C Humanities / Fine Arts - 6 semester hours 

One required course from the following - 3 hours 

     ENGL 2110 or ENGL 2110H, ENGL 2120 or ENGL 2120H, ENGL 2130 or 

ENGL 2130H, ENGL 2140 

One required course from the following - 3 hours 

ART 1100 or ART 1100H, COMM 1100, COMM 1110, DANC 1500, MUSC 

1100, MUSC 1110, MUSC 1120, MUSC 1130, MDIA 2000, THEA 1100, 

PHIL 2010 or PHIL 2010H, PHIL 2020 or PHIL 2020H, REL 2020, WGST 

2010, ENGL 2110 or ENGL 2110H, ENGL 2120 or ENGL 2120H, ENGL 

2130 or ENGL 2130H, ENGL 2140, FREN 1001, FREN 1002, FREN 1111, 

FREN 2001, FREN 2002, GRMN 1001, GRMN 1002, GRMN 1111, GRMN 

2001, GRMN 2002, JAPN 1001, JAPN 1002, JAPN 1111, JAPN 2001, JAPN 

2002, LATN 1001, LATN 1002, LATN 1111, LATN 2001, LATN 2002, 
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Exhibit 2: VSU Core Curriculum  

RUSS 1001, RUSS 1002, RUSS 1111, RUSS 2001, RUSS 2002, SPAN 1001, 

SPAN 1002, SPAN 1111, SPAN 2001, SPAN 2002 or SPAN 2002H 

Area D Science, Mathematics, and Technology - 11 semester hours 

**Science and mathematics majors must follow D.2.a requirements. 

Nursing majors must follow D.2.b requirements. 

All other students may choose D.1., D.2.a, or D.2.b. 

AREA D.1 

Any two courses from the following - 8 hours 

ASTR 1010K, ASTR 1020K, BIOL 1010/1020L, BIOL 1030/1040L, BIOL 

1951H, BIOL 1952H, CHEM 1010, CHEM 1151K, CHEM 1152K, CHEM 

1211and 1211L, CHEM 1212 and 1212L, GEOG 1112K, GEOG 1113K, 

GEOL 1121K, GEOL 1122K, PHYS 1111K, PHYS 1112K, PHYS 2211K, 

PHYS 2212K 

Any one course from the following - 3 hours 

ASTR 1000, BIOL 1050, BIOL 1060, BIOL 1070, BIOL 1080, BIOL 1090, 

ENGR 1010, GEOG1110, GEOL 1110, MATH 1112, MATH 1261, MATH 

2620, MATH 2261, MATH 2262, PHSC 1100 

AREA D.2.a Required of majors in astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer 

science, environmental geosciences, mathematics, physics, secondary biology 

education, secondary chemistry education, secondary mathematics education, 

secondary earth and space science education, secondary physics education, and all 

students in the pre-engineering program. 

     Mathematics, above the level taken for Area A - 3 hours 

     For biology majors: MATH 2261, MATH 2262, or MATH 2620 

     For all other science or mathematics majors: MATH 2261 or MATH 2262 

     (The additional hour of calculus [MATH 2261 & 2262] counts in Area F or in  

     the major.) 

     Science (for all students listed above) - 8 hours 

     BIOL 2010, CHEM 1211and 1211L, CHEM 1212 and 1212L, PHYS 2211K, 

PHYS 2212K 

AREA D.2.b Required of nursing majors 

Two semester laboratory sequences - 8 hours 

PHYS 1111K and PHYS 1112K or PHYS 2211K and PHYS 2212K or CHEM 

1151K and CHEM 1152K or CHEM 1211-1211L and CHEM 1212-1212L or 

BIOL 1010-1020L and BIOL 1030-1040L 

One required course from the following - 3 hours 

ASTR 1000, ASTR 1010K, ASTR 1020K, BIOL 1010/1020L, BIOL 

1030/1040L, BIOL 1050, BIOL 1060, BIOL 1070, BIOL 1080, BIOL 1090, 

CHEM 1010, CHEM 1211and 1211L, CHEM 1212 and 1212L, GEOG 1110, 

GEOG 1112K, GEOG 1113K, GEOL 1110, GEOL 1121K, GEOL 1122K, 

PHYS 1111K, PHYS 1112K, PHYS 2211K, PHYS 2212K, ENGR 1010, 

MATH 1112, MATH 2620, MATH 2261, MATH 2262, PHSC 1100 

Area E Social Sciences - 12 semester hours 

     POLS 1101 or POLS 1101H - 3 hours 

One required course from the following - 3 hours 

     HIST 2111 or HIST 2111H, HIST 2112 or HIST 2112H 
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Exhibit 2: VSU Core Curriculum  

Any two courses from the following - 6 hours 

     AFAM 2020/WGST 2020, ANTH 1102 or ANTH 1102H, ECON 1500, 

ECON 1900H, GEOG 1100, GEOG 1101, GEOG 1102, GEOG 1103, HIST 

1011 or HIST 1011H, HIST 1012 or HIST 1012H, HIST 1013 or HIST 1013H, 

POLS 2101, POLS 2401 or POLS 2401H, POLS 2501, PSYC 2500 or PSYC 

2500H, SOCI 1101 or SOCI 1101H, SOCI 1160 

Area F Courses Appropriate to the Major - 18 semester hours 

Requirements vary according to the major program. 
     Source: VSU 2008-09 Undergraduate Catalog, p. 97. 
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V. Connecting General Education Outcomes to Course and Program Requirements 

This section will demonstrate how VSUôs General Education outcomes link to its core 

curriculum classes and how those General Education outcomes are reinforced or expanded in 

each undergraduate major or program. 

Va. Link of General Education Outcomes to Core Curriculum Courses 

 

Exhibit 3 links the eight competencies of VSUôs General Education Outcomes to 

courses/requirements in the General Education curriculum (Areas A-E).  An ñXò indicates that 

assignments or other activities in a course/program requirement facilitate the particular 

competency as determined by examining the approved course descriptions that most closely 

align with each of VSUôs General Education outcomes. 

 

Students will: 

1. Demonstrate understanding of the society of the United States and its ideals. 

2. Demonstrate cross-cultural perspectives and knowledge of other societies. 

3. Use computer and information technology when appropriate.  

4. Express themselves clearly, logically, and precisely in writing and in speaking, and they 

will demonstrate competence in reading and listening.  

5. Demonstrate knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles and proficiency in 

laboratory practices. 

6. Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultural heritages in the arts, the humanities, and the 

social sciences.   

7. Demonstrate the ability to analyze, to evaluate, and to make inferences from oral, written, 

and visual materials.  

8. Demonstrate knowledge of principles of ethics and their employment in the analysis and 

resolution of moral problems.  

 

Exhibit 3: Core Curriculum Courses Mapped to General Education Learning Outcomes 

Core Curriculum Area  
General Education Outcome 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Area A (9 hrs.) 

Essential Skills 
        

Engl 1101/1101H   X X   X X 

Engl 1102/1102H   X X   X X 

Math 1101 or     X X  X  

Math 1111 or    X X  X  

Math 1113/1113H or    X X  X  

Math 2261/2261H or    X X  X  

Math 2262    X X  X  

Area B (4 hrs.) 

Perspectives 
        

Pers 2110- Pers 2199  X X X X X X X X 
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Exhibit 3: Core Curriculum Courses Mapped to General Education Learning Outcomes 

Core Curriculum Area  
General Education Outcome 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Ethics and Values  

(9 courses available) or 

Pers 2210- Pers 2299 

Tradition and Change  

(4 courses available) or 

X X X X  X X X 

Pers 2300- Pers 2399 

Human Expression 

(17 courses available) or 

X X X X  X X X 

Pers 2410- Pers 2499 

Environment and Physical World 

(11 courses available) or 

X X X X X X X X 

Pers 2510- Pers 2599 

Race and Gender 

(7 courses available) or 

X X X X  X X X 

Pers 2600- Pers 2699 

Cross-Cultural Understanding 

and Expression 

(14 courses available) or 

X X X X  X X X 

Pers 2700- Pers 2799 

World of Work 

(8 courses available) 

X X X X X X X X 

Area C (6 hrs.) 

Humanities/Fine Arts  
        

Engl 2110/2110H or X X X X  X X X 

Engl 2120/2120H or X X X X  X X X 

Engl 2130/2130H or X X X X  X X X 

Engl 2140 X X X X  X X X 

Art 1100/1100H or X X  X  X X  

Comm 1100 or X   X  X X  

Comm 1110 or X   X  X X  

Danc 1500 or X X  X  X X  

Musc 1100 or X X  X  X X  

Musc 1110 or X X  X  X X  

Musc 1120 or X X  X  X X  

Musc 1130 or X X  X  X X  

Mdia 2000 or X X  X  X X  

Thea 1100 or  X  X  X X  

Phil 2010/2010H or X X  X  X X X 

Phil 2020/2020H or X X  X  X X X 

Rel 2020 or X X  X  X X X 

Wgst 2010 or X X  X  X X X 

Fren 1101/1102/1111/ 

2001/2002 or 
 X  X  X X  

Grmn 1101/1102/1111/ 

2001/2002 or 
 X  X  X X  

Japn 1101/1102/1111/ 

2001/2002 or 
 X  X  X X  

Latn 1101/1102/1111/ 

2001/2002 or 
 X  X  X X  

Russ 1101/1102/1111/ 

2001/2002 or 
 X  X  X X  

Span 1101/1102/1111/ 

2001/2002 
 X  X  X X  
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Exhibit 3: Core Curriculum Courses Mapped to General Education Learning Outcomes 

Core Curriculum Area  
General Education Outcome 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Area D (11 hrs.) 

Science, Math, and Technology 
        

Astr 1010K or X  X X X  X  

Astr 1020L or X  X X X  X  

Biol 1010/1020L or   X X X  X  

Biol 1030/1040L or   X X X  X  

Biol 1951H or   X X X  X  

Biol 1952H or   X X X  X  

Chem 1010 or   X X X  X  

Chem 1151K or   X X X  X  

Chem 1211/1211L or   X X X  X  

Chem 1212/1212L or   X X X  X  

Geog 1112K or   X X X  X  

Geog 1113K or   X X X  X  

Geol 1121K or   X X X  X  

Geol 1122K or   X X X  X  

Phys 1111K or   X X X  X  

Phys 1112K or   X X X  X  

Phys 2211K or   X X X  X  

Phys 2212K   X X X  X  

Astr 1000 or X   X X  X  

Biol 1050 or X   X X  X X 

Biol 1060 or X   X X  X X 

Biol 1070 or    X X  X  

Biol 1080 or X   X X  X X 

Biol 1090 or X  X X X  X X 

Engr 1010 or    X X  X  

Geog 1110 or    X X  X  

Geol 1110 or    X X  X  

Math 1112 or    X X  X  

Math 1261 or    X X  X  

Math 2620 or   X X X  X  

Math 2261 or    X X  X  

Math 2262 or    X X  X  

Phsc 1100    X X  X  

Area E (12 hrs.) 

Social Sciences 
        

Pols 1101/1101H X X  X  X X X 

Hist 2111/2111H or  X X  X  X X X 

Hist 2112/2112H X   X  X X X 

Afam 2020 or X X  X  X X X 

Wgst 2020 or X X  X  X X X 

Anth 1102/1102H or X   X  X X X 

Econ 1500 or X   X  X X X 

Econ 1900H or X  X X  X X X 

Geog 1100 or  X X X  X X  

Geog 1101 or  X  X  X X  

Geog 1102 or X X  X  X X  

Geog 1103 or X X  X  X X X 

Hist 1011/1011H or  X  X  X X  

Hist 1012/1012H or X X  X  X X X 

Hist 1013/1013H or X X  X  X X X 

Pols 2101 or X X  X  X X X 
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Exhibit 3: Core Curriculum Courses Mapped to General Education Learning Outcomes 

Core Curriculum Area  
General Education Outcome 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Pols 2401/2401H or X X  X  X X X 

Pols 2501 or X   X  X X X 

Psyc 2500/2500H or    X  X X  

Soci 1101/1101H or    X X X X X 

Soci 1160 X X  X X X X X 

 Source: VSU Strategic Research and Analysis Office, July 2008. 
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VI. Connecting General Education Competencies to Methods that Collect, Analyze, and 

Interpret  Evidence of Assurance of Learning 

In this section, VSU provides several sources of evidence which both externally and internally 

demonstrate progress in student learning in General Education. 

VIa. Connecting General Education Outcomes to NSSE Questions 

Exhibit 4 maps the eight competencies of VSUôs General Education Outcomes to 67 questions of 

the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), conducted in 2008.  An ñXò indicates the 

NSSE question corresponds to VSUôs General Education Outcomes. 

1. Students will demonstrate understanding of the society of the United States and its ideals. 

2. Students will demonstrate cross-cultural perspectives and knowledge of other societies. 

3. Students will use computer and information technology when appropriate.  

4. Students will express themselves clearly, logically, and precisely in writing and in 

speaking, and they will demonstrate competence in reading and listening.  

5. Students will demonstrate knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles and 

proficiency in laboratory practices. 

6. Students will demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultural heritages in the arts, the 

humanities, and the social sciences.   

7. Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze, to evaluate, and to make inferences from 

oral, written, and visual materials.  

8. Students will demonstrate knowledge of principles of ethics and their employment in the 

analysis and resolution of moral problems.  
 

Exhibit 4: NSSE Questions Corresponding to VSU General Education Outcomes 

NSSE Question 
General Education Outcome 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
1a. Asked questions in class or contributed to 

class discussions 
   X   X  

1b. Made a class presentation    X   X  

1c. Prepared two or more drafts of a paper or 

assignment before turning it in 
  X X   X  

1d. Worked on a paper or project that 

required integrating ideas or information 

from various sources 

  X X   X  

1e. Included diverse perspectives (different 

races, religions, genders, political beliefs, 

etc.) in class discussions or writing 

assignments 

 X  X  X X X 

1g. Worked with other students on projects 

during class 
   X   X  

1h. Worked with classmates outside of class 

to prepare class assignments 
   X   X  

1i. Put together ideas or concepts from 

different courses when completing 

assignments or during class discussions 

   X   X  

1j. Tutored or taught other students (paid or 

voluntary) 
   X   X    

1k. Participated in a community-based 

project (e.g., service learning) as part of a 
X   X    X 
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Exhibit 4: NSSE Questions Corresponding to VSU General Education Outcomes 

NSSE Question 
General Education Outcome 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
regular course 

1l. Used an electronic medium (listserv, chat 

group, Internet, instant messaging, etc.) to 

discuss or complete an assignment 

  X X   X  

1m. Used e-mail to communicate with an 

instructor 
  X X     

1n. Discussed grades or assignments with an 

instructor 
   X   X X 

1o. Talked about career plans with a faculty 

member or advisor 
   X   X X 

1p. Discussed ideas from your readings or 

classes with faculty members outside of class 
   X   X X 

1r. Worked harder than you thought you 

could to meet an instructor's standards or 

expectations 

   X   X X 

1s. Worked with faculty members on 

activities other than coursework (committees, 

orientation, student life activities, etc.) 

   X   X X 

1t. Discussed ideas from your readings or 

classes with others outside of class (students, 

family members, co-workers, etc.) 

   X   X X 

1u. Had serious conversations with students 

of a different race or ethnicity than your   

own 

 X  X  X X X 

1v. Had serious conversations with students 

who are very different from you in terms of 

their religious beliefs, political opinions, or 

personal values 

 X  X  X X X 

         

2a. Memorizing facts, ideas, or methods from 

your courses and readings so you can repeat 

them in pretty much the same form 

        

2b. Analyzing the basic elements of an idea, 

experience, or theory, such as examining a 

particular case or situation in depth and 

considering its components 

   X X  X X 

2c. Synthesizing and organizing ideas, 

information, or experiences into new, more 

complex interpretations and relationships 

   X X  X X 

2d. Making judgments about the value of 

information, arguments, or methods, such as 

examining how others gathered and 

interpreted data and assessing the soundness 

of their conclusions 

   X X  X X 

2e. Applying theories or concepts to practical 

problems or in new situations 
   X X  X X 

         

3. During the current school year, about how 

much reading and writing have you done? 
        

3b. Number of books read on your own (not 

assigned) for personal enjoyment or 

academic enrichment 

   X     

3c. Number of written papers or reports of 20   X X   X  
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Exhibit 4: NSSE Questions Corresponding to VSU General Education Outcomes 

NSSE Question 
General Education Outcome 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
pages or more 

3d. Number of written papers or reports 

between 5 and 19 pages 
  X X   X  

3e. Number of written papers or reports of 

fewer than 5 pages 
  X X   X  

         

4. In a typical week, how many homework 

problem sets do you complete? 
   X   X  

         

5. Mark the box that best represents the 

extent to which your examinations during the 

current school year have challenged you to 

do your best work. 

   X   X  

         

6. During the current school year, about how 

often have you done each of the following? 
        

6a. Attended an art exhibit, play, dance, 

music, theater, or other performance 
 X  X  X X X 

6c. Participated in activities to enhance your 

spirituality (worship, meditation, prayer, etc.) 
       X 

6d. Examined the strengths and weaknesses 

of your own views on a topic or issue 
   X   X X 

6e. Tried to better understand someone else's 

views by imagining how an issue looks from 

his or her perspective 

X X  X  X X X 

6f. Learned something that changed the way 

you understand an issue or concept 
X   X   X X 

         

7. Which of the following have you done or 

do you plan to do before you graduate from 

your institution? 

        

7a. Practicum, internship, field experience, 

co-op experience, or clinical assignment 
X   X X  X X 

7b. Community service or volunteer work X   X    X 

7c. Participate in a learning community or 

some other formal program where groups of 

students take two or more classes together 

   X     

7d. Work on a research project with a faculty 

member outside of course or program 

requirements 

  X X X  X X 

7e. Foreign language coursework  X  X  X X X 

7f. Study abroad  X  X  X  X 

7g. Independent study or self-designed major    X   X  

7h. Culminating senior experience (capstone 

course, senior project or thesis, 

comprehensive exam, etc.) 

X X X X X X X X 

         

8. Mark the box that best represents the 

quality of your relationships with people at 

your institution. 

        

8a. Relationships with other students    X    X 

8b. Relationships with faculty members    X    X 
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Exhibit 4: NSSE Questions Corresponding to VSU General Education Outcomes 

NSSE Question 
General Education Outcome 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
8c. Relationships with administrative 

personnel and offices 
   X    X 

         

10. To what extent does your institution 

emphasize each of the following? 
        

10a. Spending significant amounts of time 

studying and on academic work 
   X   X  

10c. Encouraging contact among students 

from different economic, social, and racial or 

ethnic backgrounds 

 X  X    X 

10d. Helping you cope with your 

nonacademic responsibilities (work, family, 

etc.) 

       X 

10f. Attending campus events and activities 

(special speakers, cultural performances, 

athletic events, etc.) 

 X    X   

10g. Using computers in academic work   X      

         

11. To what extent has your experience at 

this institution contributed to your 

knowledge, skills, and personal development 

in the following areas? 

        

11a. Acquiring a broad general education X X X X X X X X 

11b. Acquiring job or work-related 

knowledge and skills 
X X  X   X  

11c. Writing clearly and effectively    X   X  

11d. Speaking clearly and effectively    X   X  

11e. Thinking critically and analytically    X X  X  

11f. Analyzing quantitative problems    X X  X  

11g. Using computing and information 

technology 
  X      

11h. Working effectively with others    X   X X 

11i. Voting in local, state, or national 

elections 
X      X X 

11j. Learning effectively on your own    X   X  

11k. Understanding yourself        X 

11l. Understanding people of other racial and 

ethnic backgrounds 
 X  X  X X X 

11m. Solving complex real-world problems    X X  X  

11n. Developing a personal code of values 

and ethics 
      X X 

11o. Contributing to the welfare of your 

community 
X X    X   

11p. Developing a deepened sense of 

spirituality 
       X 

Source: VSU Strategic Research and Analysis, July 2008. 

Note: NSSE section 9, which asked ñAbout how many hours do you spend in a typical 7-day week doing each of the             

following?ò did not contain questions relevant to VSUôs General Education Learning Outcomes.  NSSE   

section/questions 12-28 were principally demographic and did not contain questions relevant to VSUôs General    

Education Learning Outcomes.   
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VIb. Specific NSSE Questions and Other Evidence which Demonstrates Performance in 

Learning Outcomes 

To provide evidence that VSUôs General Education outcomes are being met data from VSUôs 

2008 participation in the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), internally derived 

data, and data collected by VSU and the USG are utilized for each General Education Learning 

Outcome.  NSSE results include data for VSU first-year students, VSU seniors, Carnegie class 

first-year students, and Carnegie class seniors, allowing for comparison of VSUôs studentsô 

learning to peer institutions. 

General Education Learning Outcome #1:  Students will demonstrate understanding of the 

society of the United States and its ideals.  

Forty-seven (51%) of the 92 general education courses converge with General Education 

Learning Outcome #1.  While there were no NSSE questions that directly measure studentsô 

understanding of the society of the United States, responses that most closely related to NSSE 

questions are shown below. 

a. The response percentages of the NSSE question ñHave you done or do you plan to do 

community service or volunteer work before you graduate from your institution?ò are displayed 

in Exhibit 5. 

Exhibit 5: NSSE Question #7b by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008) 

Rating 
First -Year Seniors 

VSU Carnegie Class VSU Carnegie Class 

Have not decided 9% 15% 8% 11% 

Do not plan to do 9% 8% 14% 18% 

Plan to do 37% 42% 16% 17% 

Done 45% 35% 62% 55% 
    Source: VSU NSSE Administration, 2008. 

 

Analysis: 

o By their freshman year, 45% of VSU students had completed some community 

service or volunteer work, 10% higher than Carnegie class peers.  This trend was 

consistent with the senior class standing in which 62% of VSU students had 

completed some community service or volunteer work, 7% higher than Carnegie class 

peers.  
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b. The response percentages of the NSSE question ñTo what extent has your experience at this 

institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and personal development in contributing to the 

welfare of your community?ò are displayed in Exhibit 6. 

Exhibit 6: NSSE Question #11o by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008) 

Rating 
First -Year Seniors 

VSU Carnegie Class VSU Carnegie Class 

Very Little 17% 20% 16% 22% 

Some 30% 35% 29% 33% 

Quite a bit 31% 29% 29% 27% 

Very Much 22% 16% 26% 19% 
Source: VSU NSSE Administration, 2008. 

Analysis: 

o Fifty-five percent of VSU seniors reported that the institution had ñquite a bitò or 

ñvery muchò encouraged them to contribute to the welfare of their community, which 

was slightly higher than the Carnegie class peer institutionsô rate of 46%. 

 

 

c. Students must pass U.S. History (HIST 2111/H or HIST 2112/H), with a grade of D or better, 

in order to graduate from VSU.  Results from the 2006 to 2008 academic years, including Fall 

2008, are displayed in Exhibit 7. 
 

Exhibit 7: Percent VSU Students Passing U.S. History  

Course at First Attempt 

Academic Year 
HIST 2111/H 

(N=4086) 

HIST 2112/H 

(N=3913) 

2005-06 
77% 

(873 of 1127) 

77% 

(882 of 1142) 

2006-07 
89% 

(1008 of 1133) 

93% 

(973 of 1049) 

2007-08 
87% 

(1075 of 1229) 

92% 

(1116 of 1218) 

Fall 2008 
90% 

(535 of 597) 

90% 

(455 of 504) 
Source: Strategic Research and Analysis from SCT Banner, March 2009. 

Analysis: 

o First-time pass rates for History 2111/H courses have averaged 85.8% for the past 

three and a half years while rates for History 2112/H have averaged 87.9% for the 

same period indicating mastery in this subject area which supports General Education 

Learning Outcome #1. 
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d. Students must pass American Government (POLS 1101/H) with a grade of D or better in order 

to graduate from VSU.  Results from the 2006 to 2008 academic years, as well as Fall 2008, are 

displayed in Exhibit 8.  Additionally, all USG students are required to complete courses in 

United States and Georgia History and Constitutions (USG Policy Manual §303.04). 

 
Exhibit 8: Percent VSU Students Passing American  

Government Course at First Attempt  

Academic Year POLS 1101/H 

2005-06 
85% 

(1736 of 2052) 

2006-07 
92% 

(2012 of 2185) 

2007-08 
88% 

(2030 of 2317) 

Fall 2008 
89% 

(1131 of 1271) 
Source: Strategic Research and Analysis from SCT  

Banner, March 2009. 

Analysis: 

o First-time pass rates for Political Science 1101/H courses have averaged 88.3% for 

the past three and a half years indicating mastery in this subject, which supports 

General Education Learning Outcome #1. 

 

e. Several questions on the 2009 Alumni Survey asked graduates about their level of preparation 

provided by the institution.  The following survey questions, located in Exhibit 9, were 

applicable to General Education Learning Outcome #1: 
 

Exhibit 9: 2009 VSU Alumni Survey Questions Supporting General Education Learning Outcome #1 

 Appreciate history in context 

to current issues 

Appreciate social, economic, 

and political forces 

1 Year Out 5 Years Out 1 Year Out 5 Years Out 

Very Unprepared 3% 2% 3% 2% 

Somewhat Unprepared 10% 13% 19% 20% 

Somewhat Prepared 51% 50% 48% 37% 

Very Prepared 36% 35% 31% 42% 
Source: VSU Alumni Survey, April 2009. 

 

Analysis:  

o 87% of one year out alumni and 85% of five year out believe they were prepared to 

appreciate history in context to current issues. 79% of one year and five year out 

alumni believe they were prepared to appreciate social, economic, and political 

forces. 
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f. In the VSU 2007-2008 Seniorsô Perceptions of Their Experiences at VSU report, produced by 

Strategic Research and Analysis, respondents rated the effectiveness of their core courses as 

preparation for a liberal arts education.  Results are shown in Exhibit 10. 

Exhibit 10: Comparison of 2003 to 2008 VSU Senior Exit Questionnaire Results:  

Rating of Core Courses as Preparation for Liberal Education  

 
Source: VSUôs 2007-2008 Seniorôs Perceptions of Their Experiences at VSU Report, Strategic 

Research and Analysis, July 2008. 

 

Analysis: 

o In 2007-08, 78% of graduating VSU students rated the effectiveness of their core 

courses as preparation for a liberal arts education as ñexcellentò or ñgood.ò  This 

shows a slight decrease of 3% from seniors surveyed in 2002-2003. 

g. Exhibit 11 is abstracted from the VSU 2007-2008 Seniorsô Perceptions report on Seniorsô 

ratings of their academic experiences.  

Exhibit 11: Questions #7, 8, 9 from VSUôs 2007-2008 Seniorsô Perceptions of Their Experiences at VSU  

VSU Instructional Support n Mean 
Std. 

Dev. 

Quality of Experience 

Excellent Good Fair  Poor 

Core courses as preparation 

for liberal education 
737 2.99 0.708 22% 56% 20% 2% 

Core courses as preparation 

for initial employment 
748 2.84 0.799 20% 49% 26% 5% 

Core courses as preparation 

for graduate school 
691 2.87 0.824 23% 47% 25% 5% 

Source: VSUôs 2007-2008 Seniorôs Perceptions of Their Experiences at VSU Report, Strategic Research and 

Analysis, July 2008. 

 

Analysis: 

o In 2007-08, 69% of graduating VSU seniors reported that their VSU core courses 

were excellentò or ñgoodò preparation for initial employment. 
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h. As an institutional option in the core curriculum, students must pass four hours of Perspectives 

courses (PERS 2XXX) in Area B, with a grade of D or better, in order to graduate from VSU.  

Courses in the seventh series of Perspectives deal with the world of work.  Results for the 2006 

to 2008 academic years, as well as Fall 2008, are displayed in Exhibit 12.   
 

Exhibit 12: Percent VSU Students Passing  

Perspectives Course at First Attempt  

Academic Year 
PERS 27XX 

(N=2028) 

2005-06 
96% 

(540 of 561) 

2006-07 
97% 

(729 of 755) 

2007-08 
93% 

(532 of 574) 

Fall 2008 
93% 

(129 of 138) 
Source: Strategic Research and Analysis from  

SCT Banner, March 2009. 

Analysis:  

o First-time pass rates for Perspectives 27XX courses have averaged 95% for the past 

three and a half years indicating mastery in this subject which supports General 

Education Learning Outcome #1. 

The items in this section, both internally and externally derived, support the fact that VSU 

students are receiving satisfactory instruction and experience to become exposed, competent, 

and/or proficient in General Education Learning Outcome #1. 

General Education Learning Outcome #2:  Students will demonstrate cross-cultural 

perspectives and knowledge of other societies.  

Forty-three (47%) of the 92 general education courses support General Education Learning 

Outcome #2.  The following tables contain additional support to demonstrate that the VSU 

General Education curriculum is preparing students with knowledge of cross-cultural 

perspectives and knowledge of other societies.   
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a. The response percentages of the NSSE question ñTo what extent has your experience at this 

institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and personal development in understanding 

people of other racial and ethnic backgrounds?ò are displayed in Exhibit 13. 

Exhibit 13: NSSE Question #11l by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008) 

Rating 
First -Year Seniors 

VSU Carnegie Class VSU Carnegie Class 

Very Little 11% 12% 10% 14% 

Some 28% 31% 27% 31% 

Quite a bit 36% 34% 33% 31% 

Very Much 25% 23% 30% 24% 
Source: VSU NSSE Administration, 2008. 
 

Analysis: 

o  VSU first-year students (25%) and seniors (30%) reported that VSU contributed to 

their understanding of people of other racial and ethnic backgrounds ñvery much.ò 

Carnegie class peers reported lower rates with 23% and 24% respectively.  

 

b. The response percentages of the NSSE question ñTo what extent does your institution 

emphasize encouraging contact among students from different economic, social, and racial or 

ethnic backgrounds?ò are displayed in Exhibit 14. 

Exhibit 14: NSSE Question #10c by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008) 

Rating 
First -Year Seniors 

VSU Carnegie Class VSU Carnegie Class 

Very Little 13% 12% 15% 18% 

Some 32% 31% 29% 34% 

Quite a bit 32% 33% 32% 30% 

Very Much 22% 23% 23% 19% 
Source: VSU NSSE Administration, 2008. 

 

Analysis: 

o VSU seniors reported slightly higher percentages (23%) than Carnegie class peers 

(19%) that the institution had encouraged contact between students of different 

economic, social and racial or ethnical backgrounds. 
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c. In the VSU 2007-2008 Seniorsô Perceptions report, respondents rated their core related 

experiences in study abroad programs.  Results are shown in Exhibit 15. 

Exhibit 15: Comparison of 2003 to 2008 VSU Senior Exit Questionnaire Results:  

Rating of Core Study Abroad Experiences 

 
Source: VSUôs 2007-2008 Seniorôs Perceptions of Their Experiences at VSU Report, Strategic 

Research and Analysis, July 2008. 

 

Analysis: 

o VSU graduating students from 2007-08 ranked their experiences of study abroad in 

their core over 4% higher than their counterparts from 2002-03, demonstrating an 

increase in the quality of study abroad connections offered through VSU. 

 

 

d. As an institutional option in the core curriculum, students must pass four hours of Perspectives 

courses (PERS 2XXX) in Area B, with a grade of D or better, in order to graduate from VSU.  

Courses in the fifth series of Perspectives deal with race and gender, and courses in the sixth 

series deal with cross-cultural understanding and expression. Results from the 2006 to 2008 

academic years, as well as Fall 2008, are displayed in Exhibit 16.   
 

Exhibit 16: Percent VSU Students Passing Perspectives  

Course at First Attempt 

Academic Year 
PERS 25XX 

(N=825) 

PERS 26XX 

(N=1762) 

2005-06 
95% 

(230 of 242) 

92% 

(424 of 459) 

2006-07 
96% 

(226 of 235) 

95% 

(555 of 586) 

2007-08 
98% 

(240 of 244) 

92% 

(374 of 408) 

Fall 2008 
92% 

(96 of 104) 

96% 

(296 of 309) 
Source: Strategic Research and Analysis from SCT Banner, March 2009. 
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 Analysis: 

o First-time pass rates for Perspectives 25XX courses averaged 95% and Perspectives 

26XX was 94% for the past three years, indicating mastery in this subject which 

supports General Education Learning Outcome #2. 

 

 

e. Several questions on the 2009 Alumni Survey asked graduates about their level of preparation 

provided by the institution.  The following survey questions, located in Exhibit 17, were 

applicable to General Education Learning Outcome #2: 
 

Exhibit 17: 2009 VSU Alumni Survey Questions Supporting General Education Learning Outcome #2 

Rating 

Appreciate and understand 

diversity and other cultures 
Develop a global perspective 

1 Year Out 5 Years Out 1 Year Out 5 Years Out 

Very Unprepared 1% 0% 6% 2% 

Somewhat Unprepared 10% 8% 19% 18% 

Somewhat Prepared 47% 45% 41% 37% 

Very Prepared 42% 47% 41% 37% 

Source: VSU Alumni Survey, April  2009 . 

 

Analysis: 

o 89% of one year out alumni and 92% of five year out believe they were prepared to 

appreciate and understand diversity and other cultures.  82% of one year out and 74% 

of five year out alumni believe they were prepared to develop a global perspective. 

The above items in this section, both internally and externally derived, support the fact that VSU 

students are receiving satisfactory instruction and experience to become exposed, competent, 

and/or proficient in General Education Learning Outcome #2. 

General Education Learning Outcome #3:  Students will use computer and information 

technology when appropriate.  

Thirty-five (38%) of the 92 general education courses support General Education Learning 

Outcome #3.  The following table contains additional support to demonstrate that the VSU 

General Education curriculum is preparing students to demonstrate computer and information 

technology usage.   
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a. The response percentages of the NSSE question ñTo what extent has your experience at this 

institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and personal development in using computer 

and information technology?ò are displayed in Exhibit 18. 

Exhibit 18: NSSE Question #11g by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008) 

Rating 
First -Year Seniors 

VSU Carnegie Class VSU Carnegie Class 

Very Little 3% 6% 2% 4% 

Some 22% 22% 12% 16% 

Quite a bit 36% 38% 30% 35% 

Very Much 39% 34% 57% 45% 
Source: VSU NSSE Administration, 2008. 

Analysis: 

o Both VSU first-year students and seniors reported in high percentages, 75% and 87% 

respectively, that the institution had ñquite a bitò and ñvery muchò contributed to their 

computer and information technology skills.  VSU seniors reported ñvery muchò at a 

level 12% greater than Carnegie class peers. 

 

b. The response percentages of the NSSE question ñIn your experience at your institution during 

the current school year, about how often have you used an electronic medium (listserv, chat 

group, Internet, instant messaging, etc.) to discuss or complete an assignment?ò are displayed in 

Exhibit 19. 

 
Exhibi t 19: NSSE Question #1l by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008) 

Rating 
First -Year Seniors 

VSU Carnegie Class VSU Carnegie Class 

Never 15% 17% 12% 11% 

Sometimes 32% 31% 26% 29% 

Often 25% 27% 30% 27% 

Very Often 28% 24% 33% 33% 
Source: VSU NSSE Administration, 2008. 

Analysis: 

o A higher percentage of VSU first-year students responded ñvery oftenò (28%) than 

Carnegie Class first-year students (24%).  VSU seniors and Carnegie Class seniors 

both reported 33% ñvery muchò regarding their usage of electronic media, such as 

email, to discuss or complete an assignment. 
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c. The response percentages of the NSSE question ñIn your experience at your institution during 

the current school year, about how often have you used e-mail to communicate with an 

instructor?ò are displayed in Exhibit 20.  

 
Exhibit 20: NSSE Question #1m by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008) 

Rating 
First -Year Seniors 

VSU Carnegie Class VSU Carnegie Class 

Never 1% 2% 0% 1% 

Sometimes 24% 24% 10% 16% 

Often 38% 38% 30% 33% 

Very Often 37% 37% 60% 51% 
 Source: VSU NSSE Administration, 2008. 

 

Analysis: 

o VSU first-year students responded in percentages (37%) equal to Carnegie class peers 

that they had used email ñvery oftenò to communicate with their instructors.  VSU 

seniors responded 9% higher than Carnegie peer institutions that they ñvery oftenò 

used email to communicate with their instructors. 

 

d. In the VSU 2007-2008 Seniorsô Perceptions report, respondents rated their core experience 

with the computer laboratory facilities.  Results are shown in Exhibit 21. 

Exhibit 21: Comparison of 2003 to 2008 VSU Senior Exit Questionnaire Results:  

Rating of Core Computer Lab Facilities  

 
Source: VSUôs 2007-2008 Seniorôs Perceptions of Their Experiences at VSU Report, Strategic 

Research and Analysis, July 2008. 

Analysis: 

o The 2007-08 VSU graduating students ranked 89% ñgoodò to ñexcellentò when 

describing the computer lab facilities at the institution.  There was a noticeable 


