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Foreword and Acknowledgements

Continuous Improvement: An Assessment of General Educathareport produced by Strategic
Research and Analysis for the Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs. The intent of this
report is toutilize data from multiple sourcesathprovidesan assessment of the degree to which
VSU studentdiave obtained the eight General Education Learning Outcomes by their senior
year.This report builds on and advances the previous report erRittegtam Review for the

General Education Curridum published in 2006. While assessment of General Education is
ongoing, it is anticipated that a formal report will be conducted every three years with the next
report scheduled for 2012.

We recognize that one data element witserve as proof of ainment of each General

Education Learning Outcome, rather this report will build the case that General Education
Learning Outcomes have been obtained because multiple data elements suggest so. Additionally,
we recognize that the assessment process isfamntinuous improvemernd that some data

suggest additional improvement and attention is needed. Therefore, this report will also call
attention to specific areas that warrant further investigation and possible improvements.

We extend our appreciation to all the University Offices that assisted us with the development of
this information including, but not limited to: the Division of Academic AffdingDepartment

of Compliance and Accreditatioandthe General Education @ocil. We would especially like

to thank Dr. Jane KinngPirector of Accreditation Complianc&®r. Sheri GravettAssistant

Vice President for Academic Affairand Dr. Byron BrownProfessor of Englisfor their

review and comments which helped to shégpe report. Additionally, development of this report
was due in large part to SRA staff members Dr. Michael Blaeka Information AnalystMs.

Angela Hendersor§enior Research Analystnd Ms. Jessica Thompsdnstitutional Research
Analyst

Kristina M. Cragg, Ph.D.
Assistant to the President for Strategic Research & Analysis
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|. Executive Summary

The following excerpts taken from this documprdvide the reader with a general overview of
the evidence to support the case W&t students are learning and developing mastery of skills
in the General Education curriculum.

Outcome

1. Students will demonstrate

Resultsfrom internal data

- Pass ratemcreased or held stable

Results from external data

- NSSE (7b): VSU firsyear

Overall
assessment

Evidence

or higherthan Carnegie peers
- NSSE (1m): VSU firsyyear

students and seniocemparable
or higherthan Carnegie peers

understanding of the society of tf| - Alumni are prepared to appreciate students and senionggher than | suggests general
United States and its ideals. history, social, economic, and political | Carnegie peers education
(Evidence available on pages-20| forces. - NSSE (110): VSU firsyear requirements are
24) - Seniors' perceptions of VSU cdreld’ | studerts and seniorhigher than | being met.
stable or improved Carnegie peers
2. Students will demonstrate - Seniors' perceptions of VSU's core - NSSE (111): VSU firstyear Evidence
crosscultural perspectives and | improved. students and senionggher than | suggests general
knowledge of other societies. - Pass ratesicreased or held stable. Carnegie peers education
(Evidence available on pages-24| - Alumni are prepared to appreciate an{ - NSSE (10c): VSU seniors requirements are
27) understand diversity.and develop globa higher than Carnegie peers being met.
perspectives.
3. Students will use computer an| - Seniors' perceptions of VSU's core - NSSE (119): VSU firsyear Evidence
information technology when improved. students and seniohsgher than | suggests general
appropriate. (Evidence available| - Alumni are prepared to use computin¢ Carnegie peers education
on pages 2-80) in everydaylife.and in disciplinespecific | - NSSE (11): VSU firstyear requirements are
analysis and design. students and seniocemparable | being met.

4. Students will express
themselvesglearly, logically and

- Regents' Test pass ratéecreased.
- Seniors' perceptions of VSithproved.

- NSSE (11c): VSU firsyear
students and seniohigher than

Mixed results
Needs furthe

pages 3538)

precisely in writing and in - Alumni are prpared to think creatively) Carnegie peers investigation
speaking, and they will and to formulate ideas verbally and in | - NSSE (11d): VSU firsyear

demonstrate competence in writing. students and senionigher than

reading and listening. (Evidence Carnegie peers

available on pages 38b)

5. Students will demonstrate - Alumni are prepared to use analytic | - NSSE (11f): VSU firstyear Evidence
knowledge of scientific and reasoning and to appreciate the sciencq students and senionsgher than | suggests general
mathematical principles and - Seniors' perceptions of VSU's core Carnegie peers education
proficiency in‘laboratory improved. requirements are
practices.(Evidence available on| - Pass ratemcreased or held stable being met.

6. Students wildemonstrate
knowledge of diverse cultural
heritages in the arts, the
humanities, and the social rJ
sciences. (Evidence available o
pages 3810)

- Pass rates varied: Engligitreased or
held stable Perspectivedecreased

< Alumni are prepared to appre@at
literature and arts.

- NSSE (1e): VSU firsyear
students and senionggher than
Carnegie peers

Mixed results
Needs further
investigation

7. Students will demonstrate the
ability to analyze, to evaluate, an
to make inferences from oral,
written, and visual materials.
(Evidence available on pages-40
42)

- Regents' Test pass rattecreased.

- Alumni are prepared to organize in
formation, make decisions, solve
problems creatively, and write
effectively.

- NSSE (11e): VSU firsyear
students and seniohigher than
Carnegie peers

- NSSE (2d): VSU firsyyear
students and senionigher than
Carnegie peers

Mixed results
Needs further
investigation

8. Students will demonstrate
knowledge of principles ddthics

- Seniors' perceptions of VSithproved.
- Pass rates for Perspectivdesreased.

- NSSE (11n): VSU firsyear
students and seniohigher than

Mixed results
Needs further

and their employment in the Carnegie peers investigation
analysis and resolution of moral
problems. (Evidence available of
pages 4244)
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[l. Introduction

This report contains evidentieat VSU is compliantwith SACSstandard.5.1 Usinginternally

and externally generatedlat a sources, this report will demo
Outcomes directly relate to the core curriculum and General Education coursewegnands

a successful foundatidor upperclassman students and graduating seniors.

The importancef the Core Curriculum is addressed in the 2008 SU Undergraduate Catalog
which states:

A I n U$CGhgeneral education programs consist of a group of courses known as the Core
Curriculum as well as other courses anetaaicular experiences specitic each institution.

The attainment of general education learning outcomes prepares responsible, reflective citizens
who adapt constructively to change. General education programs impart knowledge, values,
skills, and behaviors related to critical thingiand logical problersolving. General education
includes opportunities for interdisciplinary learning and experiences that increase intellectual
curiosity, providing the basis for advanced study in the variety of fields offeredlay o

colleges andniversitie® VYU 200809 Undergraduate Catalqgg. 96).

[ll. Methodology
This report utilizes data and information from the following four sources to assess the degree to

which VSU students have obtained the eight General Education Learning Outcotimeis by
senior year:

4 N ( N ( )

General Individual NSSE AIuSrr;rr]llijrulrE\;?tys,
. NSSE questions guestions were
Education Core manped against analvzed Surveys, and
courses mapped ppCoreg aga)i/nst Regent s Test
against Core Curriculum-8 individual data were
Curriculum-8 . analyzed
outcomes. learning : :
outcomes. OULCOMES against learning
' outcomes.

\ AN AN O\ _/
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IV.VSUG6s Competencies for Graduating Seni

TheVSU administration and faculty, with approval by the Board of Regents &J &t have
adopted eight General Education Outcomes wb@hie ashe foundation for its core curriculum
and General Education coursework. The standards are written belothegade repeated
throughout the document fease ofther e a drefaredce.

IVa.VSU General Education Outcomes

Exhibit 1 containg/SU6 s té&engrhl Education Outcomes.

- #

Students will demonstrate understanding of the society of the United States and

Exhibit 1: VSU General Education Outcomes
Outcome and Description

ideals They will possess the requisite knowledge of the society of the United Stat
ideals, and its functions to enable them to become informed and responsible citizen
will understand the connections between the individual and society and thefretesal
institutions. They will understand the structure and operational principléseof/nited
States government and economic system. They will understand United Statesansit
both the historical and present role of the United States in thd.worl

Students will demonstrate crosscultural perspectives and knowledge of othe
societies They will possess sufficient knowledge of various aspects of another c
including the language, sociahd religious customs, aesthetic expressy@ography, an(
intellectual and political history, to enable them to interact with individuals within
society from an informed perspective. Theyl possess an international viewpoint tf
will allow them to examine critically the culture of their mwation and to participate

global society.

Students will use computer and _information technology when appropriateThey will

demonstrate knowledge of computer concepts and terminology. They will posses
working knowledge of a computer operating system. They will be able to use at lez
software tools, such as word processors, spreadsheets, database mansygtems, o
statistical packages. They will be able to find information using computer searching {

Students will express themselves clearly, logically, and precisely in writing and

speaking, and they will demonstrate competence in reading arlgtening. They will

display the ability to write coherently in standard English; to speak well; to ree
understand, and to interpret the content of written materials in vatisciplines; ando
listen effectively and to understand different moodlesommunication.

Students will demonstrate knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles an
proficiency in_laboratory practices. They will understand the basic concepts
principles underlying scientific methodology and be able to colleetlyae, and interpre
data. They will learn a body of scientific knowledge and be able to judge the me
arguments about scientific issues. They will be able to perform basic alg
manipulations and to use fundamental algebraic concepts to sokek problems ang
equations. They will be able to use basic knowledge of statistics to interpret and to
data. They will be able to evaluate arguments based on quantitative data.

Students will demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultural heritages ithe arts, the
humanities, and the social science3hey will develop understanding of the relationsh

or s
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Exhibit 1: VSU General Education Outcomes
among the visual and performing arts, literature and languagddistoryand the socia
sciences. Students will be versed in approaches appropgoatee study of thos
disciplines; they will identify and respond to a variety of aesthetic experiences and
in critical thinking about diverse issues. They will be able to identify the compone
and respond to aesthetic experiences in the velperforming arts. They will develd
knowledge of world literature within its historical and cultural frameworks. They
understand modern issues within a historical context and the role of the individ
various forms of societies and governments
Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze, to evaluate, and to make inferenc
from oral, written, and visual materials. They will be skilled in inquiry, logica
7 |reasoning, and critical analysis. They will be able to acquire and evaluate re
information, analyze arguments, synthesize facts and information, and offer |
arguments leading to creative solutions itobtems.

Students will demonstrate knowledge of principles of ethics and their employment i
the analysis _and resolution of moral problemsThey will recognize and understa
issues in applied ethics. They will understand their own value systemsitiongb other

value systems. They will judge values and practices in a variety of disciplines.
Source: www.valdosta.edu/academic/VSUGeneralEducationOutcomes.shtml
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IVb. General Education Program Requirements

VSUG &eneral Education program consists @bee curriculumwhich isdivided intosix areas
(Areas A throughF) and consists of 68emester hours. These core courses provide stualents
generalliberal artseducaton and prepare them to enter their respective madjbescore
curriculum i s par turiculum,uiBized s all3% institwdions c or e
Additionally, the core curriculum is provided to studeimtshe VSU CatalogySU website and
duringtheir advisingsessionsThe core curriculunis presented in Exhibit 2.

Exhibit 2: VSU Core Curriculum
ENGL 1101 or ENGL 1101H3 hours
ENGL 1102 or ENGL 1102H3 hours
Oneof the following- 3 hours
MATH 1101 or MATH 1111- 3 hours
MATH 1113 or MATH 1113H 3‘hours
MATH 2261 or MATH 2261H 4 hours
MATH 2262 - 4 hours
NOTE: MATH 1113 or MATH 1113H (or higher) is required of all students
majoring in (or intending to transfer withihe University System with a majg
in) architecture, astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer science, engine
technology, geology, geography (B.S.), farestry, pharmacy, mathematics,
physical therapy, physics, or secondary education (biology, chemistry,
mathematics, or physics). MATH 2261 (or higher) is required of all studen
intending to transfer within the University System with a major in enginee
AREA B Institutional Options (Perspectives)- 4 semester hours
Two different coursesrequired ach from a different area of the Perspectives
courses carry 2 semester credit hours.
1. Perspectives on Ethics/Values
2. Perspectives on Tradition and Change
3. Perspectives on Human Expression
4. Perspectives on the Environment/Physical World
5
6
7

. Perspectives on Race/Gender

. Perspectives on Cre§xiltural Understanding/Expression

. Perspectives on the World of Work

Onerequired course from the following3 hours
ENGL 2110 or ENGL 2110H, ENGL 2120 or ENGL 2120H, ENGL 2130 ¢
ENGL 2130H, ENGL 2140

One required course from the followin@ hours
ART 1100 or ART 1100H, COMM 1100, COMM 1110, DANC 1500, MUS
1100, MUSC1110, MUSC 1120, MUSC 1130, MDIA 2000, THEA 1100,
PHIL 2010 or PHIL 2010H, PHIL 2020 or PHIL 2020H, REL 2020, WGST|
2010, ENGL 2110 or ENGL 2110H, ENGL 2120 or ENGL 2120H, ENGL
2130 or ENGL 2130H, ENGL 2140, FREN 1001, FREN 1002, FREN 111
FREN 2001, FREN002, GRMN 1001, GRMN 1002, GRMN 1111, GRMN
2001, GRMN 2002, JAPN 1001, JAPN 1002, JAPN 1111, JAPN 2001, JA
2002, LATN 1001, LATN 1002, LATN 1111, LATN 2001, LATN 2002,
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Exhibit 2: VSU Core Curriculum
RUSS 1001, RUSS 1002, RUSS 1111, RUSS 2001, RUSS 2002, SPAN
SPAN 1002, SPAN 1111, SPAN 2001, SPAN 2002 or SPAN 2002H
Area D Science, Mathematics, and Technologyll semester hours
**Science and mathematics majorsnust follow D.2.a requirements.
Nursing majors must follow D.2.b requirements.
All other studentsmay choose D.1., D.2.ar D.2.b.
AREA D.1
Any two courses from the following8 hours
ASTR 1010K, ASTR 1020K, BIOL 1010/1020L, BIOL 1030/1040L, BIOL
1951H, BIOL 1952H, CHEM 1010, CHEM 1151K, CHEM 1152K, CHEM
1211and 1211L, CHEM 1212 and 1212L,GEOG 1112K, GEOG 1113K,
GEOL1121K, GEOL 1122K, PHYS 1111K, PHYS 1112K, PHYS 2211K,
PHYS 2212K
Any one course from the following3 hours
ASTR 1000, BIOL 1050, BIOL 1060, BIOL 1070, BIOL 1080, BIOL 1090,
ENGR 1010, GEOG1110, GEOL 1110, MATH 1112, MATH 1261, MATH
2620, MATH 2261, MATH2262, PHSC 1100
AREA D.2.a Required of majors in astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer
science, environmental geosciences, mathematics, physics, secondary biolg
education, secondary chemistry education, secondary mathematics educati
secondary edntand space science education, secondary physics education,
students in the prengineering program.
Mathematics, above the level taken for AreaRhours
For biology majors: MATH 2261, MATH 2262, or MATH 2620
For all other scienceor mathematics majors MATH 2261 or MATH 2262
(The additional hour of calculus [MATH 2261 & 2262] counts in Area F or
the major.)
Science (for all students listed abov@) hours
BIOL 2010, CHEM 1211and 1211L, CHEM 1212 and 1212L, PHYS 2211
PHYS 2212K
AREA D.2.b Required of nursing majors
Two semester laboratory sequenc8shours
PHYS 1111K and PHYS 1112K or PHYS 2211K and PHYS 2212K or CH
1151K and CHEM 1152K or CHENI2113-1211L and CHEM 121-2212L or
BIOL 1010-1020L and BIOL 103a.040L
One required course from the followin@ hours
ASTR 1000, ASTR 1010K, ASTR 1020K, BIOL 1010/1020L, BIOL
1030/1040L, BIOL 1050, BIOL 1060, BIOL 1070, BIOL 1080, BIOL 1090,
CHEM 1010, CHEM 1211and 1211L, CHEM 1212 and 1212L, GEOG 111
GEOG 1112K, GEOG 1113K, GEOL 1110, GEOL 1121K, GEOL 1122K,
PHYS 1111K, PHYS 1112K, PHYS 2211K, PHYS 2212K, ENGR 1010,
MATH 1112, MATH 2620, MATH 2261, MATH 2262, PHSC 1100
Area E Social Sciences12 semester hours

POLS 1101 or POLS 1101H3 hours
One required course from the followin@ hours
HIST 2111 or HIST 2111H, HIST 2112 or HIST 2112H
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Exhibit 2: VSU Core Curriculum
Any two courses from the following6 hours
AFAM 2020/WGST 2020, ANTH 1102 or ANTH 1102H, B! 1500,
ECON 1900H, GEOG 1100, GEOG 1101, GEOG 1102, GEOG 1103, HIS
1011 or HIST 1011H, HIST 1012 or HIST 1012H, HIST 1013 or HIST 101
POLS 2101, POLS 2401 or POLS 2401H, POLS 2501, PSYC 2500 or P§
2500H, SOCI 1101 or SOCI 1101H, SOCI 1160

Area F Courses Appropriate to the Major - 18 semester hours

Requirements vary according to the major program.
SourceVSU 200809 Undergraduate Catalqg. 97

Valdosta State University Page |11



DRAFT General Education Assessment

V. Connecting General EducatiorOutcomes to Course and Program Requirements

This sectionwilld e monstrate how VSUG6s Gener al Educati o
curriculum classes and how those General Education outcomes are reinforced or expanded in
each undergraduate major or program.

Va. Link of General Education Outcomes to Core CurriculumCourses

Exhibit3l i nks the eight competencies of VSUG6s Gen
courses/requirements in the General Education curriculum (Arga3 A An fAX0 indica
assignments or other activities in a course/program requirement faciiggparticular

competency as determined by examining the approved course descriptions that most closely
align with each of VSUG6sS Gener al Education ou

Students will:

Demonstrate understanding of the society of the UnitatéSand its ideals.
Demonstrate crossultural perspectives arghowledge of other societies.
Use computer and information technology when appropriate.

» w0 DnhPE

Express themselves clearly, logicaliynd precisely.in writing and in speaking, and they
will demonstrate competence in déag and listening.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles andipnafyan
laboratory practices.

6. Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultural heritages in the arts, the humanities, and the
social sciences

7. Demonstrate the abiitto analyze, to evaluate, and to make inferences from aiigtieny
and visual materials.

8. Demonstraté&nowledge of principles of ethics and their employment in the analysis and
resolution of moral problems.

Exhibit 3: Core Curriculum Courses Mapped toGeneral Education LearningOutcomes
General Education Outcome

Core Curriculum Area

4 5 6

Area A (9 hrs.)
Essential Skills

Engl 1101/1101H X

Engl 1102/1102H X

Math 1101 or

Math 1111 or

Math 1113/1113H or
Math 2261/2261H or
Math 2262

X X X X X|X|X
X X X X X
X X X X X|X|X

Area B (4 hrs.)
Perspectives

Pers 2110Pers 2199 X X X X X X X X

Valdosta State University Page |12
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Exhibit 3: Core Curriculum Courses Mapped toGeneral Education LearningOutcomes
General Education Outcome
3 4 5

Core Curriculum Area

Ethics and Values
(9 courses available)r

Pers 2210Pers 2299

Tradition and Change

(4 courses availabledr

Pers 2300Pers 2399

Human Expression

(17 courses available)r

Pers 2410Pers 2499

Environment and Physical Worl

(11 courses available)r

Pers 2510Pers 2599

Race and Gender

(7 courses availabledr

Pers 2600Pers 2699

CrossCultural Understanding

and Expression

(14 courses available)r

Pers 2700Pers 2799

World of Work

(8 courses available)
Area C (6 hrs.)

Humanities/Fine Arts

Engl 2110/2110H or

Engl 2120/2120H or

Engl 2130/2130H or

Engl 2140

Art 1100/1100H or

Comm 1100 or

Comm 1110 or

Danc 1500 or

Musc 1100 or

Musc 1110 or

Musc 1120 or

Musc 1130 or

Mdia 2000 or

Thea 1100 or

Phil 2010/2010H or

Phil 2020/2020H or

Rel 2020 or

Wgst 2010 or

Fren 1101/1102/1111/

2001/2002 or

Grmn 1101/1102/1111/

2001/2002 or

Japn 1101/1102/1111/

2001/2002 or

Latn 1101/1102/1111/

2001/2002 or

Russ 1101/1102/1111/

2001/2002 or

Span 1101/1102/1111/

2001/2002

X X X X

XX X XX
X X XX

><><><><I><><><><><><><><><><><><>< x > x x x x

X XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X X X X

X XXXXXXXXXXXXXXIXXXX
X XXXXXXXXXXXXXX|XXXX

X XXX X XXX XXX X

X X X X X
X X X X X
X X X X X
X X X X X
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Exhibit 3: Core Curriculum Courses Mapped toGeneral Education LearningOutcomes
General Education Outcome
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Core Curriculum Area

Area D (11 hrs.)
Science, Math, and Technolog

Astr 1010K or

Astr 1020L or

Biol 1010/1020L or
Biol 1030/1040L or
Biol 1951H or

Biol 1952H or

Chem 1010 or

Chem 1151K or
Chem 1211/1211L or
Chem 1212/1212L or
Geog 1112K or
Geog 1113K or

Geol 1121K or

Geol 1122K or
Phys1111K or

Phys 1112K or

XX XX XX X

XXX XXX XXXXX
XXX XXXXXXXXX

Phys 2211K or
Phys 2212K

Astr 1000 or
Biol 1050 or
Biol 1060 or
Biol 1070 or
Biol 1080 or
Biol 1090 or
Engr 1010 or
Geog 1110 or
Geol 1110 or
Math 1112 or
Math 1261 o
Math 2620
Math 22
Math 226
Phsc 1100

XXX X XX XX
XXX X XXX XX

Area E (12 hrs.)
Social Sciences

Pols 1101/1101H

Hist 2111/2111H or
Hist 2112/2112H

Afam 2020 or
Wgst 2020 or
Anth 1102/1102H or
Econ 1500 or

Econ 1900H or
Geog 1100 or

Geog 1101 or

Geog 1102 or

Geog 1103 or

Hist 1011/1011H or
Hist 1012/1012H or
Hist 1013/1013H or
Pols 2101 or

X X X X

E
><><><><><><><><><><><><><=><

XXX XXX XX XXX XX|X XX

XXX X XXX X XXX XX|X XX

XXX X XXX X
X X X H XX X X X|X XX
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Exhibit 3: Core Curriculum Courses Mapped toGeneral Education LearningOutcomes
General Education Outcome

Core Curriculum Area 4 5
Pols2401/2401H or X X
Pols 2501 or X

Psyc 2500/2500H or
Soci 1101/1101H or
Soci 1160 X X
Source: VSU Strategic Research and Analysis Office, July.2008

XX X X X

X X X X X[
X X X X XEN
X X[ X X[es]
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V1. Connecting General EducationCompetencies to Methods that Colle¢tAnalyze, and
Interpret Evidence of Assurance of Learning

In this section, VSU provideseveral sourcesf evidencevhich both externally and internally
demonstrate progress in student learmm@eneral Education.

Vla. Connecting General Education Outcomes to NSSE Questions

Exhibit4mapst he ei ght competencies of Ve3dquéssonsdener al
the National Survey of Student Engagem&®$E, conducted ir2 0 0 8 . An tHmeXo i ndi
NSSE questioc or r es ponds tHElucAli®@®Quicemessener al
1. Students will demonstrate understanding of the society dftiited States and its ideals.
2. Students will demonstrate cressltural perspectives arishowledge of other societies.
3. Students will use computand information technology when appropriate.
4. Students will express themselves clearly, logicahd precisely in writing and in
speaking, and they will demonstrate competence in reading and listening.
Students will demonstrate knowledge of scientificl mathematical principles and
proficiency in laboratory practices.
6. Students will demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultural heritages.in the arts, the
humanities, and the social sciences.
7. Students will demonstrate the ability to analyze, to evaluatketcamake inferences from
oral, written, and visual materials.
8. Students will demonstrate knowledge of principles of ethics and their employment in the
analysis and resolution of moral problems.

o

Exhibit 4: NSSE Questions Corresponding to VSU General Edation Outcomes
General Education Outcome

NSSE Question

la.Asked questions:in.class or contributed
class discussions

1b.Made a class presentation
1c.Prepared two or more drafts of a paper
assignment beforeirning it in

1d.Worked on a paper or project that
required integrating ideas or information X X X
from various sources

le.Included diverse perspectives (different
races, religions, genders, political beliefs,

4 5 6

X X X

, X . " X X X X X
etc.) in class discussions writing
assignments
1g. Worked with other students on projects X X
during class
1h.Worked with classmatesutside of class X X

to prepare class assignments

1i. Put together ideas or concepts from
different courses whecompleting X X
assignments or during class discussions
1j. Tutored or taught other students (paid o
voluntary)

1k. Participated in a communiyased
project (e.g., service learning) as part of a
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Exhibit 4: NSSE Questions Corresponding to VSU General Edation Outcomes

regular course

1l. Used arelectronic medium (listserv, cha
group, Internet, instant messaging, etc.) to
discuss or complete an assignment

1m.Used email to communicate with an
instructor

1n. Discussed grades or assignments with
instructor

4 ®

lo.Talked about career plans with a facult
member or advisor

1p. Discussed ideas from your readings or
classes with faculty members outside of cl

1r. Worked harder than you thought you
could to meet an instructor's standards or
expectations

1s.Worked with faculty members on
activities other than coursework (committe
orientation, student life activities, etc.)

1t. Discussed ideas from your readings or
classes with others outside of class (stu
family members, cavorkers, etc.)

1u.Had serious conversations with studen
of a different race or ethnicity than your
own

1v. Had serious conversati uden
who are very different fr of
their religiousbeliefs, p opinion
personal values

2a. Memorizin ideas, or
your cours S0 yo p
them in uch the form

2b. Ana he basic ele of an
experience, eory, such as inin
particular ca ituation in de nd
considering its nents

2c. Synthesizingin nizing idea
information, or exper into ne re
complex interpretations elatio 5

2d. Making judgmentabou f
information, arguments, or m , such
examining how others gathered and
interpreted data and assessing the soundn
of their conclusions

2e. Applyingtheories or concepts to practic
problems or in new situations

3. During the current school year, about h
much reading and writing have you done?

3b.Number of books read on your own (no
assigned) for personal enjoyment or
academic enrichment

3c. Number of written papers or reports2fy

Valdosta State University
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DRAFT General Education Assessment

Exhibit 4: NSSE Questions Corresponding to VSU General Edation Outcomes

pages or more

3d. Number of written papers or reports
between 5 and 19 pages

3e.Number of written papers or reports of
fewer than 5 pages

4. In a typical week, howmany homework
problem sets do you complete?

5. Mark the box that best represents the
extent to which your examinations during t
current school year have challenged you t
do your best work.

6. During the currergchool year, about ho
often have you done each of the following~

6a.Attended an art exhibit, play, dance,
music, theater, or other performance

6c. Participated in activities to enhance yo
spirituality (worship, meditatiomrayer, ete.)

6d. Examined the strengths and weakness
of your own views on a topic or issue

6e.Tried to better understand someone els
views by imagining how an issue looks fror
his or her perspective

6f. Learnedsomething that changed the wa
you understand an issue or concept

7. Which of the following have you done or
do you plan to.do before you graduate fro
your institution?

7a.Practicum, internship, field experience,
co-op experience, or clinical assignment

7b. Community service or volunteer work

7c. Participate in a learning community or
some other formal program where groups
students take two or more classes togethe

7d.Work on aresearch project with a facult
member outside of course or program
requirements

7e.Foreign language coursework

7f. Study abroad

79.Independent study or sediesigned major

7h. Culminating senioexperience (capston
course, senior project or thesis,
comprehensive exam, etc.)

4 ® 3
X X X
X X X
X X
X X
X X X X
X
X X X
X X X X
X X X
X X X X
X X
X
X X X X X
X X X X
X X X
X X
X X X X X X

8. Mark the box that best represents the
quality of your relationships with people at
your institution.

8a.Relationships witlotherstudents

8b. Relationships witliaculty members

Valdosta State University
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Exhibit 4: NSSE Questions Corresponding to VSU General Edation Outcomes
: General Education Outcome
NSSE Question

4 5
8c. Relationships witladministrative
personnel and offices

10. To what extent does your institution
emphasize each of the following?
10a.Spendingsignificant amounts of time
studying and on academic work
10c.Encouraging contact among students
from different economic, social, and racial
ethnic backgrounds

10d.Helping you cope with your
nonacademic responsibilities (woflamily,
etc.)

10f. Attending campus events and activitieg
(special speakers, cultural performances,
athletic events, etc.)

10g.Using computers in academic work

11. To what extent has your experience at
thisinstitution contributed to your
knowledge, skills, and personal develop
in the following areas?

11a. Acquiring a broad general education
11b.Acquiring job or workrelated
knowledge and skills
11c.Writing clearlyand effectively

11d.Speaking clearly a ffectively
11e.Thinking critically and analytically
11f. Analyzing quantitative problems

11g.Using comp

11i. Voti
elections

11l. Understanding p
ethnicbackgrounds
11m.Solving complex rea
11n.Developing a personal ¢
and ethics
110.Contributing to the welfare of your
community

11p.Developing a deepened sense of
spirituality

Source: VSU Bategic Research and Analysisily 2008

Note: NSSE section 9, which asked i Adapweekdbingeachoétiey hour s
foll odidgBhot contain questions relevant to VSUb6s Gener al
section/questions 128 wer e principally demographic and did not <con

Education Learning Outcomes.
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VIb. Specific NSSE @Qestionsand Other Evidencewhich Demonstrates Performance in
Learning Outcomes

To provide evidence that VSUG6s GeneVaUdéE£fducat
2008participation in the National Survey of Student Engagem¢&6g, internally derived

data, and dateollectedby VSU andthe USGare utilized for each General Education Learning

Outcome NSSE resilts include data for VSU firsgear studentd/SU seniors, Carnegie class

first-year studentsand Carnegie class seniaiowingf or compari son of VSUOGS
learningto peer institutions

General Education Learning Outcome #1:Students will demonstrate understanding of the
society of the United States and its ideals

Forty-seven(51%) of the 92 generaducatiorcourses converge witBeneral Education

Learning Outcome #1While there were nbISSE questionthatdirectyme asur e st udent s
understanding of the society of the United Statesponsethatmost closely relatetb NSSE

guestions are shown below.

a.The response percentagedldNS SE questi on fAHave you done or
community service or volunteer wor kdisfdlagefdor e vy o
in Exhibit 5.

Exhibit 5: NSSEQuestion #h by VSU and Carnegie Clas$2008)

First-Year Seniors

VSU | Carnegie Class VSU ‘ Carnegie Class
Have not decided 9% 15% 8% 11%
Do not plan to do 9% 8% 14% 18%
Plan to do 37% 42% 16% 17%
Done 45% 35% 62% 55%

Source: VSWNSSE Administration, 2008.

Analysis:

o By their freshman year, 45% of VSU students had completed some community
service or volunteer work, 10%gher than Carnegie class peersis trend was
consistentvith thesenior class standing in which 62% of VSU students had
completed some communityrsese or volunteer work, 7% higher than Carnegie class
peers.
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b. The response percentagestdNSSE questi on fiTo what extent
institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and personal development in contributing to the
wel fare of vy aradisplayedimnExhibé. t v ? 0

Exhibit 6: NSSE Question #110 by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008

First-Year SERIES
VSU Carnegie Class VSU Carnegie Class
Very Little 17% 20% 16% 22%
Some 30% 35% 29% 33%
Quite a bit 31% 29% 29% 27%
Very Much 22% 16% 26% 19%

SourceVSU NSSE Administration, 2008.

Analysis:

o Fifty-five percenbf VSU seniors reported that the institution ligdite a bid or
fivery muchd encouraged them to contribute to the welfare of their community, which
was slightly higher than the Carnegie class peer institutionsof46%.

c. Students must pass U.S. History (HEBIMYH or HIST 2112H), with a grade of D or better,
in order to graduate from VSUResults from the 2006 to 20@8ademig/ears including Fall
2008, aredisplayed in Exhibif.

Exhibit 7: Percent VSU Students Passiny.S. History

Course at First Attempt
Academic Year HIST 211VH HIST 2112H
(N=4086) (N=3913)

200506 (8737;‘0/;127) (8827(3:/2142)
200607 (1002%0?1133) (97393:‘)/01049)
200708 (10722(}/01229) (11122;?1218)
Fall 2008 (533??597) (453?)(;/0504)

Source: Strategic Research and Analysis from SCT Banner, Maéh

Analysis:

0 Firsttime pass ras for History 2111/H courséswe averaged5.8% for the past
threeand a halfyears whilerates for History 2112/H haaveraged 87.9% for the
same periodhdicating mastery ithis subject area which supports General Education
LearningOutcomet1.
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d. Students must pass American Government (POICA/H) with a grade of D or bettén order
to graduate from VSUResults from the 2006 to 28@cademig/ears as well as Fa008,are
displayed in Exhibit 8 Additionally, d USG students are required to complete courses in
United State and Georgia History and Constitutions (USGlicy Manual§8303.04).

Exhibit 8: Percent VSU Students Passingmerican
Government Course atFirst Attempt

Academic Year | POLS 1101/H

85%

200506 (1736 of 2052)
92%

200607 (2012 of 2185)
88%

200708 (2030 of 2317)
8%

Fall 2008 (1131 of 1271)

Source: Strategic Research and Analysis from SCT
Banner, March 2009

Analysis:

o Firsttime pass ratef®r Political Science 1101/H courses have averaget/g8&r
the past threand a halfyears indiating mastery in this subjeethich supports
Geneal Education Learning Outconé..

e. Several questions on the 2009 Alumni Survey asked graduategiadiolgvel of preparation
provided by the institutionThe following survey question®cated in Exhibi®, were
applicbleto General Education Learning Outcome #1.:

Exhibit 9: 2009 VSU. Alumni SurveyQuestions Supporting General Education Learning Outome #1
Appreciate history in context Appreciate social, economic,
to current issues and political forces
1 Year Out 5 Years Out 1 Year Out 5 Years Out

Very Unprepared 3% 2% 3% 2%
Somewhat Unprepared 10% 13% 19% 20%
Somewhat Prepared 51% 50% 48% 37%
Very Prepared 36% 35% 31% 42%

Source: VSU Alumni SurveyApril 2009

Analysis:

0 87% of oneyear out alumni an85% of five year out believe they were prepared to
appreciate history in context to current issu&96 of oneyearand five yeaout
alumni believe they were prepared to appredatgal, economic, and political
forces.
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f. In theVSU 2007-2008S e ni or s ©

Strategic Research and Analysisspondents ratdte effectivenessf theircorecourses as
preparation for a liberal arts educatioResults are shown in Exhilif.

Exhibit 10: Comparison of 2003 to 208 VSU Senior Exit QuestionnaireResults:
Rating of Core Courses as Preparation for Liberal Education

80%

67.0%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

22.4%

20%

14.1%

10%

0% 0.8%

Poor

Fair Good

=0=2003 =li=2008

Excellent

Source: VSI@ 8007#2008Seni or 6 s

Research and Analysis, July 2008

Analysis:

Perceptions of

Slréteyic r

o In 200708, 78% of graduating VSU studentsited the effectiveness of theore
courses as preparation for a liberal arts educasdine x c ed 1 efndThisd . 0
shows aslight decrease 08% from seniors surveyed in 2062003.

g. Exhibit 11 is abstracted from théSU 200722008S e ni or s 0

ratings of their academic exjpences.

Exhibit 11: Questi ons # 72007-8008S% nfi road m 60V H EldexExpgeriencesmaisVSU

VSU Instructional Support n Mean

Std.

Quiality of Experience

Dev. Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Core ourses as preparatid 74 | 5 99 | 0708| 2206 | 56% | 20% | 2%
for liberal education

Core ourses as preparatid ;0| 5 g1 | 0799 2006 | 49% | 26% | 5%
for initial employment

Core ourses as preparatid go1 | 5 g7 | 0g24| 23% | 47 | 25% | 5%
for graduate school

Source: VS 8007-2008Seni or 6 s Perceptions of

Analysis, July 2008

Analysis:

o In 2007%08,69% of graduating VSU seniors reportdtht their VSUcorecourses
weree x c e lotfiegmtodpaationfor initial employment

Percepti ons repdriproducedby Exper

Experi e

répertocSe pt o8 §

Skr&teyic Resefarehpapdr i e nc e s
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h. As an institutional option in the core curriculustudents must pass four hours of Perspectives
courses (PERS 2XXX) in Area, Bith a grade of D or bettein order to graduate from VSU.
Courses in the seventh series of Perspectives deal with the world of Reskltsfor the 2006

to 2008academig/ears as well as Fall 200&redisplayed in Exhibit 12

Exhibit 12: Percent VSU Students Passing

PerspectivesCourseat First Attempt
PERS 27XX
Academic Year
' (N=2028)

200506 (543 ?)?)561)
200607 (723 3)0?755)
2007-08 (5329 ::))0?)574)
Fall 2008 (123 g:/;SS)

Source: Strategic Research and Analysis from
SCT Banner, March 2009

Analysis:

o Firsttime pass rates fordPspectives 27XXourses have averag@8%for the past
threeand a halfyears indiating mastery in this subject which supports General
Education Learnin@utcome#1.

The items in this section, both internally and externally derived, support the fact that VSU
students are receiving satisfactory instruction and experiencedmbexposst competent
and/or proficientn General Education Learning Outcome #1.

General Education Learning Outcome #2 Students will demonstrate cresgltural
perspectives and knowledge of other societies

Forty-three(47%) of the 92 generaducatiorcourses suppofseneral Education Learning
Outcome#2. The following tables contain additional supgortiemonstratéhat the VSU
General Education curriculum is preparing students with knowledge ofautissal
perspectives and knowledge of other sties.
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a.The response percentageslf®dNSSE questi on ATo what extent h
institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and personal development in understanding
people of other r aciaeldispmgdihEechibitihii ¢ backgrounds

Exhibit 13: NSSE Question #111 by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008
First-Year Seniors

‘ Carnegie Class ‘ Carnegie Class
Very Little 11% 12% 10% 14%
Some 28% 31% 27% 31%
Quite a bit 36% 34% 33% 31%
Very Much 25% 23% 30% 24%

SourceVSU NSSE Administration, 2008.

Analysis:

0 VSU first-year students (25%) and seniors (30%) reported that VSU contributed to
their understanding of people of other ra
Carnegie class peers reported lower rates with 23% and 24% respectively.

b. The response peentages oheNSSE questi on ATo what extent d
emphasize encouraging contact among students from different economic, social, and racial or
et hni c b a ar&displayedindshibitls

Exhibit 14::NSSE Question #10c by VSU and Caegie Class (2008
First-Year Seniors

Rating Jivsu _Carnegie Class  VSU Carnegie Class
Very Little 13% 12% 15% 18%
Some 32% 31% 29% 34%
Quite a bit 32% 33% 32% 30%
Very Much 22% 23% 23% 1%

SourceVSU NSSE Administration, 2008.

Analysis:

0 VSU seniorgeported slightly higher percentag@8%) than Carnegie class peers
(19%) that the institution had encouraged contact between students of different
economic, social and racial or ethnical backgrounds.
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c. In theVSU 2007-2008S e n i

or so

experiencein study abroagrograns. Results are shown in Exhildib.

répert respopdentsaates theore related

Exhibit 15: Comparison of 2003 to 2008 VSU Senior Exit Questionnaire Results:
Rating of Core Study Abroad Experiences

80%

70%

60%

50%
40%

34.3%

30%

20%
10%

7.4%

23.2%

0%

Poor Fair Good Excellent
=9=2003 ==l=—2008
Sour c e 200¥2SLUMBS Seniordés Perceptions

Research and Analysis, July 2008

Analysis:

Stfategich e i r

0 VSU graduating students from 2608 ranked their experiences of study abroad in
their coreover4% higher than their counterpaftem 200203, demonstrating an
increase in the quality of study abroad connections offered through VSU.

EXpe

d. As an institutional option in the core curriculum, students must pass four hours of Perspectives
courses (PERS 2XXX) in Area, Biith a grade of Dobetter,in order to graduate from VSU.

Courses in the fifth series of Perspectives deal with race and gender, and courses in the sixth

series deal with crossultural understanding and expressiBesults from the 2006 2008
academic years, as well as Fall 208&displayed in Exhibitl6.

Exhibit 16: Percent VSU Students PassinBerspectives

Course at First Attempt
Academic Year PERS 25XX PERS 26XX
(N=825) (N=1762)

200506 (233 E?)(;/0242) (422 %:“/0459)
200607 (226? %(;/0235) (553 E?)Of)586)
200708 (243 E:)(11/0244) (372 iof408)
Fall 2008 (969()2f(y;04) (293 ?;?309)

Source: Strategic Research and Analysis from SCT Banner, March 2009
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Analysis:

o Firsttime pass rates fordPspectives 25XXoursesaverage®5% and Rrspectives
26 XX was94% for the past three yeatiadicating mastery in this subject which
supports General Education Learnidgtcome#2.

e. Several questions on the 2009 Alumni Survey asked graduates about their level of preparation
provided by the institutionThe following survey question®cated in Exhibitl7, were
applicdble to General Education Learning Outcome #2:

Exhibit 17: 2009 VSU Alumni SurveyQuestions Supporting General Education Learning Outcome #2
Appreciate and understand

Rating diversity and other cultures EVElE B g [PREpEhe
1YearOut 5 Years Out 1 Year Out 5 Years Out
Very Unprepared 1% 0% 6% 2%
Somewhat Unprepare 10% 8% 19% 18%
Somewhat Prepared 47% 45% 41% 37%
Very Prepared 42% 47% 41% 37%

Source: VSUAlumni Survey,April 2009.

Analysis:

0 89% of oneyear out alumni ané2% of five year out believe they were prepared to
appreciatend understand diversity and other cultur@g% of oneyearout and 74%
of five yearout alumni believe they were preparedigvelop a global perspective.

The above items in this section, both internally and externally derived, support the fact that VSU
students are receiving satisfactory instruction and experiencedmbexposed,ompetent
and/or proficientn General Education Learning Outcont #

General Education Learning Outcome #3:Students will use computer and information
technology when appropriate

Thirty-five (38%) of the 92 generaducatiorcourses suppofdeneral Education Learning
Outcome#3. The following table contains additional supgortiemonstratéhat the VSU

General Education curriculum is preparing students to demonstrate computer and information
technology usage.
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a.The response percentagdsheN S S E q u e svhat eatent hasTyour experieraiethis
institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and personal development in using computer
and i nfor mat iaredsplayedintExhibit 18 gy ? 0

Exhibit 18: NSSE Question #11g by VSland Carnegie Class (2008

First-Year Seniors
VSU ‘ Carnegie Class VSU ‘ Carnegie Class
Very Little 3% 6% 2% 4%
Some 22% 22% 12% 16%
Quite a bit 36% 38% 30% 35%
Very Much 39% 34% 57% 45%

SourceVSU NSSE Administration, 2008.
Analysis:

o Both VSU firstyear students and seniors reported in ipgitentages, 75% and 87%
respectivelythat the institutionhal qui t e a b i t @ontabutdd tdithee r y

computer and information technology skik SU s eni ors reported

level 12% greater than Carnegie class peers.

b. The response percentagestNSSE questiofi | n "your experience at

the current school year, about how often have you used an electronic medium (listserv, chat
group, Il nternet, 1 nstant messagi argdisplayéddan. )
Exhibit 19.

Exhibit 19: NSSE Question #11 by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008

First-Year Seniors
VSU | Carnegie Class VSU ‘ Carnegie Class
Never 15% 17% 12% 11%
Sometimes 32% 31% 26% 29%
Often 25% 27% 30% 27%
Very Often 28% 24% 33% 33%

SourceVSU NSSEAdministration, 2008.

Analysis:

mu

n\

y O

(0]

0 A higher percentage &fSU firstyear students e s ponded fivery oftenc

Carnegie Class firgtear students (24%)/SU seniorsand Carnegie Class seniors
bothreported3 3 % @ v e rrggardaimg thdirausage efectronic medi, such as
email, to discuss or complete an assignment.
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c. The response percentagest®dNSSE questiofi | n your experience at yo
the current school year, about how often have you usedileo communicate with an
inst r uaretdisplayed in Exhibit®

Exhibit 20: NSSE Question #1m by VSU and Carnegie Class (2008)
First-Year Seniors

VSU ‘ Carnegie Class VSU ‘ Carnegie Class
Never 1% 2% 0% 1%
Sometimes 24% 24% 10% 16%
Often 38% 38% 30% 33%
Very Often 37% 37% 60% 51%

SourceVSU NSSE Administration, 2008.

Analysis:

o VSU firstyear students respondedpercentageé37%)equal toCarnegie class peers
that they had used emdilv e r y toacdntmanicate with their instructor¥/SU
seniors responde®oh i gher t han Carnegie peer instit
used email to communicate with their instructors.

d. IntheVSU 2007-2008S e ni or s & répertrespopdentsaates themreexperience
with thecomputerdaboratory facilities. Results are shown in Exhildit 2

Exhibit 21: Comparison of 2003 to. 2008 VSU Senior Exit Questionnaire Results:
Rating of Core Computer Lab Facilities

Sour ce:200¥S0UHB& Seniords Percepti onsrt Stiategthei r Exper
Research and Analysis, July 2008

Analysis:
0 The 200708 VSU graduating studentsranké&® fgoodo t o fAexcell en
describing the computer lab facilities at the institutidinere was a noticeable
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