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Overview
·Summary of what we learned

·Demographics of adult learners at VSU

·ISAS/ALI Comparison Results from CAEL

·ISAS Institutional Comparison Data

·ALI Results from Noel-Levitz

·Questions
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Summary
·On average, 842 adult learners are 

admitted to VSU each academic year.  

·Over the past six years (2002-2008):

·58.7% were undergraduate 
students and 41.3% were graduate 
students.

·33.5% were males and 66.5% were 
females.

·The average age was 34 years.
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Summary
·In Fall 2008, just over 1,600  

undergraduate adult learners were 
enrolled.

·Most common major for undergraduates:

·Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal 
Justice

·Early Childhood Education

·Nursing

·Adult and Career Education.
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Summary & Definition
·Of the total number of academic 

degrees VSU awarded during the past 
six years, 21.6% were awarded to adult 
learners.

·Nearly half of the adult learner 
population transfers in academic credits 
to VSU; the other half are first-time 
students.  

·Definition: For this study, adult learners 
were age 25 and above at the time of 
their initial enrollment at VSU. 
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Enrollment Factors for Students

Rank UndergraduateAdult Students Rank Traditional Students

1 Academic reputation 1 Academic reputation

2 
(tie)

Availability of evening/weekend
courses

2 Financialaid

2 
(tie)

Futureemployment 
opportunities

3 Cost

4 Campus location 4 Personalizedattention prior to 
enrollment

5 Personalizedattention prior to 
enrollment

5 Size of institution
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Source: Adult Learners in Higher Education, 2007, p. 43.

EXHIBIT 1: ENROLLMENT FACTORS FOR ADULT AND TRADITIONAL LEARNERS



Demographics of Adult Learners
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EXHIBIT 2: NUMBER OF ADULT LEARNERS BY ETHNICITY AND GENDER, 
FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008

Unknown
American 

Indian
Asian Multiracial Hispanic Black White

Female 2 27 83 75 131 1584 5953

Male 0 29 52 40 94 613 3129
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EXHIBIT 3: NUMBER OF ADULT LEARNERS ADMITTED BY TERM, 
FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008



Demographics of Adult Learners
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EXHIBIT 4: NUMBER OF ADULT LEARNERS ADMITTED BY COLLEGE BY ACADEMIC YEAR,  
FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008
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Source: VSU SRA Office, March 2009.
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EXHIBIT 5: NUMBER OF ADULT LEARNERS BY MAJOR, FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008

Major 
# 

Students
Major 

# 

Students

Undecided 1,393 Library and Information Science 226

Educational Leadership 891 Accounting 212

Early Childhood Education 836 English 186

Special Education 772 Associate of Arts, Core Curriculum 185

Nursing 628 Reading Education 180

Instructional Technology 598 General Studies 175

Master of Public Administration 553 Business Administration 153

Secondary Education 425 Communication Disorders 150

Technical, Trade, and Industrial Education 376 Biology 126

Middle Grades Education 365 School Counseling 126

Master of Social Work 313 Technical Studies 105

Management 304 Health and Physical Education 88

Adult and Career Education 303 History 88

Criminal Justice 277 Business Education 82

Sociology and Anthropology 243 Marriage and Family Therapy 72

Psychology 229 Political Science 70



Demographics of Adult Learners
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EXHIBIT 6: NUMBER OF ADULT LEARNERS ADMITTED BY MAJOR (TOP 7) 
BY ACADEMIC YEAR 2002-03 TO 2007-08
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Source: VSU SRA Office, March 2009.



Demographics of Adult Learners
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EXHIBIT 7:  HOURS EARNED AND TRANSFERRED, FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008

Academics Average

Students with Prior Degrees

Bachelor - 1875
Master - 867

EducationSpecialist - 80
Doctorate - 28

CumulativeHours Attempted at VSU

37.20 
(range0-347, n=10,842)

CumulativeHours Earned at VSU

33.41
(range 0-228, n=10,842)
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EXHIBIT 8:  AVERAGE HOURS TRANSFERRED, FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008
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Source: VSU SRA Office, March 2009.

EXHIBIT 9: AVERAGE AGE OF ADULT LEARNERS BY MAJOR (TOP 20 BY AGE),
FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008

Major Average Age Major Average Age 

Applied Mathematics 46 Library and Information Science 38

American Sign Language/Interpreting 40 History, General 37

Adult and Career Education 40 English 37

Curriculum and Instruction 39 Educational Leadership 36

Art 39 General Studies 36

French Language and Literature 39 School Psychology 36

Instructional Technology 39 Legal Assistance Studies 36

Technical, Trade, and Industrial 

Education 38 Special Education 36

Reading Education 38 Secondary Education 36

Cosmetology 38 Master of Social Work 36
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EXHIBIT 10: AVERAGE AGE OF ADULT LEARNERS BY MAJOR 
(BOTTOM 20 BY AGE), FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008

Major 

Average 

Age Major 

Average 

 Age 

Environmental Geography 31 Economics 30

Political Science 31 Radiologic Technology30

Health and Physical Education31 Marketing 30

Speech Communication 31 Philosophy 29

Biology 31 Music Performance 28

Communication Disorders 30 Mass Media 28

Mathematics 30 Physics 28

Chemistry 30 Pre-Engineering 28

Computer Science 30 Music 27

Athletic Training and Sports 

Medicine 30 Dance 26
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EXHIBIT 11: NUMBER OF ADULT LEARNERS ADMITTED BY AGE (TOP 7) BY YEAR
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EXHIBIT 12: ADULT LEARNERS BY GEORGIA METRO REGION, 
FALL 2002 TO FALL 2008


