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If you are interested in registering for the conference, please e-mail LAMFT president-elect 
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Michael E. Kerr, M.D.

Michael E. Kerr, M.D. succeeded Murray Bowen as Director of the Georgetown Family Center in 1990, following a close twenty-year association with him. 

Dr. Kerr is the co-author with Murray Bowen of Family Evaluation: An Approach Based on Bowen Theory which was published by W.W. Norton & Co. in 1988. He has also written many articles and book chapters related to Bowen theory and its applications. He is the editor of Family Systems: A Journal of Natural Systems Thinking in Psychiatry and the Sciencespublished by the Georgetown Family Center. 

Dr. Kerr’s primary research interests have been the relationship of Bowen theory to evolutionary theory, the relationship of physical, emotional, and social symptoms to family emotional process, and the process of differentiation in clinical work. At the recent 42nd Annual Family Symposium, he proposed a new concept in Bowen theory called, “the unidisease.” He is currently working on an article about it, but the videotape of the presentation is available now. 

He speaks frequently around the country at medical schools, universities, meetings of national organizations, and regional conferences on these and other topics related to Bowen theory. 

He has recently produced a videotape lecture series on Bowen family systems theory and its applications, a new lecture tape entitled, “Why Do Siblings Often Turn Out Very Differently?” and another new videotape lecture presentation called, "Towards A Systems Concept of Supernatural Phenomena: A Status Report” (http://www.thebowencenter.org/pages/biomek.html). 

For more information on Dr. Michael Kerr, please visit the Bowen Center for the Study of the Family: Georgetown Family Center at http://www.thebowencenter.org 

Bradford P. Keeney, Ph.D.
Bradford P. Keeney, Ph.D., following an academic career as a systems theorist and psychotherapist during which he authored several classics in the field of marriage and therapy including Aesthetics of Change, Mind in Therapy and Improvisational Therapy, spent over a decade traveling the globe, living with spiritual teachers, shamans, healers, and medicine people who trusted him to share their words with others – modern cultures in need of Elder wisdom. 

The result of Keeney’s work is one of the broadest and most intense field studies of healing and shamanism, chronicled in the critically acclaimed book series, Profiles of Healing, an eleven-volume encyclopedia of the world’s healing practices. His autobiography, Bushman Shaman, tells how he became a n/om-kxo (healer) with the Kalahari Bushmen.  Keeney is the subject of the book, American Shaman: An Odyssey of Global Healing Traditions written by psychologists Jeffrey Kottler and Jon Carlson, which won a Best Spiritual Book of 2005 award from Spirituality & Health Magazine.               

Keeney was mentored by anthropologist Gregory Bateson, cybernetic scientist Heinz von Foerster, and experiential psychotherapist Carl Whitaker. In addition to directing doctoral programs in family therapy, Dr. Keeney has worked at some of the most highly respected psychotherapy institutes, including the Ackerman Institute, the Karl Menninger Center, and the Philadelphia Child Guidance Clinic at the University of Pennsylvania. He is the originator of several orientations to psychotherapy (Improvisational Therapy and Resource Focused Therapy) and the inventor of a research method that discerns pattern in conversation (Recursive Frame Analysis). His therapeutic work is an inspired performance of transformational creativity. 

Internationally praised as a keynote speaker, Keeney has presented major addresses to audiences throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, Africa, Japan, Central and South America, and Australia. Recently, Keeney co-edited Milton H. Erickson, M.D.: An American Healer with Betty Alice Erickson. 

Keeney presently conducts his clinical work at the Center for Children and Families, Monroe, Louisiana. He also serves as Professor of Transformative Studies, California Institute of Integral Studies, San Francisco; Honorary Senior Research Fellow, Rock Art Research Institute, University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, and founding director of the Bushman (San) N/om-Kxaosi Ethnographic Project, Institute for Religion and Health, Texas Medical Center, Houston (http://shakingmedicine.com). 

For more information on Dr. Keeney, please visit his website at http://shakingmedicine.com. 
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Wendel A. Ray, PhD, LCSW, LMFT, LPC, is a Senior Research Fellow and former Director of the Mental Research Institute (MRI) in Palo Alto, California. In 1987 Dr. Ray founded and for the first two decades served as Director of the Don D. Jackson Archive of Systemic Literature, he currently serves as Senior Archivist for the Archive. 

Dr. Ray is the Frances Davis Hammond Endowed Professor of Education, and serves as Professor of Family System Theory in the Marriage and Family Therapy doctoral and master degree programs, at The University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM).  Dr. Ray’s research, teaching and clinical expertise is in Cybernetics, Communication, and System Theory as applied in understanding human behavior and Interactional/Systemic therapy.  

Dr. Ray travels widely conducting teaching seminars and lectures across North and Central America, Europe, Africa, and Asia. Author of more than 75 juried journal articles and book chapters, Dr. Ray is author or editor of several books including Insight may cause blindness & other essays by Paul Watzlawick (Co-edited with Giorgio Nardone), (2008, Forthcoming); Selected Papers of the MRI Brief Therapy Center, (Co-Edited with Richard Fisch, MD), (Forthcoming); Don D. Jackson: Selected Essays at the Dawn of an Era, Volume 1 (2005) and Volume 2 (Forthcoming), (Editor); Propagations: 30 Years of influence from Mental Research institute (co-edited with John Weakland); Resource Focused Therapy (co-authored with Bradford Keeney); Evolving Brief Therapies: In Honor of John H. Weakland (co-edited with Steve de Shazer); Irrev erence: A Therapists' Guide to Survival , and The Cybernetics of Prejudices in the Practice of Psychotherapy, (co-authored with Gianfranco Cecchin & Gerry Lane).

Dr. Ray's can be contacted via his web address: www.wendelray.com
Nora Bateson 
Nora Bateson is an educator, a media producer, and youngest daughter of Gregory Bateson. Her work has ranged from videography and documentary making to directing multimedia productions and developing curriculum for elementary and high school students. Central to all of her work is the idea of utilizing media and storytelling toward the dialogue of how to bring about cultural understanding, social justice and environmental awareness.

Right now Nora is living in Vancouver, British Columbia, headquarters for production her upcoming film, An Ecology of Mind. a documentary about Gregory Bateson. In addition to the documentary Nora is compiling a book of Gregory’s unpublished works. These projects together with recent public speaking engagements have been part of a renewed interest in Gregory’s work, which has until now, been largely inaccessible to those outside the academic community. She recently published three pieces in Kybernetes, a cybernetics and systems journal. Nora has been working on creating a portrait of Bateson that addresses his transdisciplinary work, and brings his philosophy to a broad audience. 

Nora has a steadfast dedication to the possibilities of human evolution, starting with teaching young children to see the interrelatedness of the natural world, and continuing the process through cross generational storytelling, using all media. Nora has developed curricula for several schools in Northern California based on the formation of teenage identity. Her curriculum entitled, Human Relations, for 7th-12th grade students, integrates self-discovery, relationships, social justice, mythology, environmentalism, and sex education through accountability, interconnectedness, and personal evolution. One principal wrote,” Nora’s Human Relations course gave our students an opening to an unshakable sense of belonging in a profound and sacred world. Not only was this one of the most important courses they will ever take, but they also loved it…” 

Nora’s degrees are in Southeast Asian Studies and filmmaking, bringing together a cross-cultural perspective with the lyricism of her particular filmic voice. Her productions include: research and development for a documentary about Dave Brubeck, creative direction of the acclaimed CD-ROM 4 Paws of Crab (a narrative Thai cookbook), a series of storytelling videos, entitled Stories Across Generations. Of her multimedia work, Mark Potts of the Washington post wrote, “One of the best looking new products at Mac world… an example of how good CD-ROM design can create a new medium that’s hard to categorize in traditional terms”.

