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Welcome to
the first issue
of our depart-
ment newslet-
ter. | hope it

is the begin-

| ning of a tradi-
: tion in our
department for many years to
come. The primary reason for
this newsletter is to increase the
awareness of the many ways our
alumni and faculty contribute to
their community. Unfortunately,
we have not done a very good
job of gathering information
about those accomplishments.
Therefore, | hope you will fill out
the last page of this newsletter
and return it to us so we can
brag to others about the many
ways our department graduates
are making an impact on their
community. | also believe this is
true about our faculty. They are
developing new and innovative
ways of teaching and doing re-
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search and community service
that are outstanding and we also
need to brag about them. So, |
hope this newsletter is one of the
ways we will stay in touch.

Many things are happening in the
department that may interest
you. First, we are conducting a
national search for a new depart-
ment head. Obviously, this is an
important undertaking, one the
department and those on the
search committee take very seri-
ously. We will keep you in-
formed about the progress of
this process. For 2068009, we
have hired two new faculty mem-
bers, Dr. Daniel Nehring and Dr.
Katherine Schmidt. We are ex-
cited to have them join our fac-
ulty. Both are highlighted in the
newsletter.

It is a busy time for the sociol-
ogy faculty as they prepare for
reaccreditation of the under-
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@reetings from the Interim Departmel

ing process, but one that benefits
the department and students.

As you can see from the newsletter,
each discipline has some news to
share with you. So no matter what
discipline had the biggest impact on
you, | hope you read about all of the
dynamic things that are going on in
YOUR department.

Whether you live near or far, if you
want to stop by, please do so. |
would love to catch up.

Best regards,
Michael Capece
Interim Department Head

1 Dr. Michael Capece is a Professon

1 of Sociology and Criminal Justice ht

I Valdosta State University. Dr.

| Capece, also a Licensed Professiqnal
; Counselor, stepped into the role of

1 Interim Department Head in July af
12008 and will continue for the re- 1

I mainder of the academic year. !

graduate applied/clinical sociology

program. This is a time consum-

Important Dates to Remember: Fall 2008

OCT 27 -NOV 21: Early Registration

OCT 27: Registration opens for Graduates and Seniors at 7AM
t ©ET 28: Registration opens for Juniors at 7AM

OCT 29: Registration opens for Sophmores at 7AM

OCT 30: Registration opens for Freshmen and all others at 7AM

NOV 26 -28: NO CLASSES -Happy Thanksgiving

DEC 8: Last Day of classes

DEC 9: Exam Preparation Day -NO CLASSES

DEC 10-12: Final Exams
DEC 13: Graduation

DEC 15: Final Grades available for viewing at 5PM
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e Dr. Mathew Richard is ghetfollowmg foudr s;u- e Dr. Matthew Richard |
taking students to the Ren S vtverse ﬁwlar ﬁ. has been selected to be
Southern Anthropologi- ; egtertljs_ iho al\t/rls IpS the keynote speaker at |
cal Society annual meet- ((;) Istu 3“:” Ide ayan the Georgia Collegiate |
ings in March in Wilming- Suhur"i Dle' | Nab Honors CouncilFeb. 27
ton, NC. Several stu- Tz\ 80' anlJe a Sers',th to be held here at |
dents (John Baker, An- Nat I?R/Inerzz es?i mith, VSU. He is a judge of |
drea Storey, Daniel Na- fi "’:da' ha Ilrtlfzci 'eht the SASstudent paper
bers, Natali Martinez, TA 1€ t_s_c o? da' €19 rtici competition. |
Danner, Jesse Smith) are par ;cul))an S t?'ngtﬁ_a 'C"t |
presenting papersRe- pant o sgtrr\]/a lon this pas )
cent graduate Jesse season.hers were 4 D “ |
. Aaron Griner, Jennifer P
Smithgot a full graduate Babiak Starling Sutt v |
assistantship at the U. of Ma Jg ’R' ar Ingd ; f?n’ '
Memphis to study medi- Hal? y Rice, and Jetirey - |
cal anthropology. olly. n |
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I made good use of my trip Children were brought in financials, personal and official
m back to Indiana this past sum- from Michigan, Wisconsin, corrgspondence, church and
mer by conducting archival Minnesota, North Dakota, medical feQOTFiS reveal multi-
research at a former Indian South Dakota, and Oklahoma. Ple contradlc'.uons. )
boarding school in Rensselaer, Currently, through the histori-  Even more mterestlng,.these
Indiana. Native American cal record, | am reconstruct-  POys were asked to participate
boarding schools were com-  ing what life was like for these at @ mock boarding school at
monplace in the latter part of the Chicago Worl db

1892, where they were essen-
tially put on display to demon-
strate the successes of a

the 19" century in North
America. The purpose of
_these schools was to accultul
O Safe Indian boys and girls to tt
dominate culture. It was
believed that through formal
education and vocational

from their participation at the
Columbian Exposition that |
have derived the title for this

training, Indian children woul | project, oOPupils o
be Stripped permanenﬂy of ; Brokerlng Cultural Exchange
their native traditions, hence, =& s at St. Josephdos In
molded into more productive School . 6 This boo
citizens. The school laminvessb oy s at St . J o oBtiagied with SUNY Press
tigating, St. JSofarelhavédscovered that and, pending funding and a
Catholic Normal School for this school was far from an book contract, | hope to bnr_lg

Marvin Indian boys that was federally ~ideal educational environment t he oet hnod6 into t

) and privately funded from 1888 as many records including by interviewing descendants of
Smith, to 1896. those boys who once at-
an avid tended St. Josephd
photographer, Cayn- || — ,
tured these two Anthropology Updates
raccoons in a tree e The Odum Library has a trial of the AnthroSource database, hosted by the Ameri-

can Anthropological Association, until 11/17/2008. This database will permit stu- i
dents and faculty free access to more than 30 journals. Anyone who conducts cross |

in Drexel park on

September 8 -cultural and inter -disciplinary research will find this database extremely helpful.

owhite mands educat.
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The criminal justice program
takes students to England and
Scotland on a comparative
justice trip during the summer.
The next trip will be June 6

m

the opportunity to interact
with criminal justice agents and

Durham, England, and London,
include touring prisons, ob-

the Scottish juvenile justice

has

Natalie is a sen-
ior criminal jus-
tice major who
will be graduat-
ing in May 2009.
She has a 3.93
overall GPA and
a 4.0 criminal
justice GPA.
She is obtaining experience in
the criminal justice field by
working for the District Attor-
pong)bas. @ffice |
the victimsd a

d Four criminal justice students
alang with eightivslsstugents
5 ang thirtyotiher stuglents froang
various USG institutions par-
ticipated in the China General
Studies program conducted
thig past summes Jtudents s
traveled to large cities such as
BeijimgoXian, Bhergzhaus p
Shanghai during theweek
program. Tours in these cities
were blended with visits to
historical sites and live per-
formances includingighlights

Criminal Justice
Study Abroad: England and Scotlanc

July 4, 2009. Students will have[ ™

agencies in Edinburgh Scotlands
England. Learning experiences | _

serving various components of [

Study Abroad: China 2(..

N\
|

system, and watching training justice related learning activi- I
activities of the London Metro- ties, students will be able to |
politan Police special response freely travel around Europe to
units. In addition to criminal engage in additional cultural |
. ' learning experiences. |
Interested in Study Abnoad?

Goto !
www.valdosta.edu/crjy/

for more informatioq or‘ithis

exciting experience!
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Student Spotlight: Natalie Ratliff

and patrticipating in the Val- through Emerge College and
dosta City Pol iCareer DimstriesratAzadea t 6 s
Citizens Police Academy. Nata- City Church of God.

lie has ambitions of working in

the area of probation or crimi- ©~ """ """ T T

nal investigstion, upon gradua- i Student Spotlight is chos¢n by faculty
tion, in the state of Georgia. In members who collectively select stu-
addition to her criminal justice ' dents who excel in their major/area of
studies and work responsibili- ' study and make outstanding contribu-
ties, Natalie is also a member tions in their communities.

of the Golden Key, Alpha Chi, « | |

Alpha Lambda Delta, and Alpha

Phi Signa Konor ISdcieties, a8 | i
¢hrovidesaamynunityrsengce a m,

D
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from the Great Wall, Forbid-
den City, Terra Cotta Mu-
sedirg, Shaolin Temple, and
Luoyang Grotto. Criminal
justice students also visited a
police museum, where they
practiced shooting rifles with
lasers on computesimulated
#aoving targets.One student
passed with a high score, an-
other student scored less than
50 points. The program is
sponsored by the Asia Council - stydent and faculty participants
of the USG. Dr. Wilson Huang  at the Yu Garden in Shanghai.

is the leading professor for this
trip.
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Marriage and Family The

2008 Christus Powell Minority Fellowship Awarded to Valdosta State Unliversity S
Portia Smith. I

PAGE 4 ¢

Each year The Christus Powell  risk-taker who has a gift for We ask that our alumni help us
Fellowship is awarded in the working with families. One faculty Students interested in applying next
amount of $756$1,500 to one or member stated that Portia , year may contact Terri Earl

|
two minority students who are oradiates good wKulkdsky byemalathear t ed

pursuing a degree and licensure incuriosity and delight in interacting kulkosky@fvsu.edu, or by letter at |
the field of marriage and family wi t h you. 6 Thi s Temw &artdulkeskydFert alley a |

therapy. The Multicultural Issues number of honors and awards State University, Behavioral Sciences
Committee of GAMFT reviews Portia has achieved in her short ~ Department, 1005 State University |
each applicant. tenure as an undergraduate and  Drive, Fort Valley, GA 31030. Appli-

This year only one recipient was graduate student. In addition, she cations are available, through the |

selected, our very own Portia has begun building an impressive GAMFT office, from December to
Smith. The award was presented vita filled with volunteer and March.

to Smith at the GAMFT Spring  work experiences that support

Conference on St. Simons Island her vision of making a difference

on May 2, 2008. Smithiscomplet-i n 6 ai di ng peopl e“ ,:3 A

ing her first year of graduate tionshipsé[and] ¢ Y, i
study in the MFT program at home, so spread the news about G
Valdosta State University. She is this opportunity. We also urge

|

|
\*e|d_
abl e

|

|

|

described by faculty and peers as you to encourage members of '\
an engaging, frank, ethnic minorities who are inter- - .
ested in becoming therapists to -t
pursue MFT as a professional _ /
Student Spotlight: Taquellia Ivey
Ms. Ivey entered the MFT pro- the very definition of profes- therapy outreach program. She
gram with three strong letters of sionalism and commitment to has volunteered at the local
recommendation. Her recom- the field of family therapy. In the homeless shelter and assisted
menders clearly went beyond classroom, lvey is one of the colleagues in organizing activities

the endorsements common to students that professors dream  for the children/youth. She is a
most letters of recommendation. of teaching. Ivey has maintained aBig Sister, and much loved by

Each one understood that lvey  perfect 4.0 cumulative GPA her little sister, who lives in a
has something important to throughout her graduate stud- group home and greatly appreci-
contribute to the field of mar- iedi and she has achieved this  ates the special attention lvey

O riage and family therapy. Once  while balancing a course load of gives her. Finally, this summer
our Marriage and Family Therapy 12 hours per semester (fulltime) s he pr ovi dedr itshkedr apy
faculty members had a chance to with working 20 hours per week middleschool aged African

meet and interview Ivey, we as a Graduate Assistant. American children at a nen

found that we could not Ivey has also been an outstandingprofit organization that works to
Need Help? agree more. We counted member of our community, minimize the juvenile delin-
Make an appointment with ourselves fortunate that she always looking for ways to im- quency rate and reduce the like-
chose our program, and we prove the quality of life for the lihood of teen pregnancy, drug

the Moore Street Clinic have not been disappointed. underserved members of our use, and other risky behaviors.
210 W. Moore St Ivey has immersed herself in region. She has worked every Ivey is looking forward to gradu-
2292191281 her education, and in doing week at our university family ating in August of 2009.
Or contact so, she has been a model  therapy clinic to provide free
Dr. Martha Laughlin for more SSRGS S services to the community and
information always demonstrating participated in our family
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s Ms. KeniWgHite is a December

were some persistent ones,

| am originally from Ger-
many, but have been living
4 in England and Mexico for
~ the past ten years, before
¥ moving to the USA. Prior
to coming to Valdosta State
~! | University, | worked at the
T University of Westminster
(2007) and the University
of Essex (2002008), where |
also obtained my academic
degrees (BA in Sociology®(1
class) 2002; MA in Social Re-
search 2003; PhD in Sociology

Meet Dr.

Kathryn
Schmidt moved
to VSU from
Greensboro,
North Carolina,
where she
taught at Guil-
ford College.
She earned her
doctorate from UNC-Chapel
Hill in North Carolina with
specialties in the sociology of

2007).In 2004/2005, | further-
more was a visiting researcher
at El Colegio de México and
the Centro de Investigaciones
y Estudios Superiores en An-
tropologia Social (CIESAS) in
Mexico City.At Essex and
Westminster, | gathered ex-
tensive teaching experience in
sociological theory, cultural
sociology, media studies, crimi-
nology, qualitative and quanti-
tative research methods, quali-
tative and quantitative data

Kathryn

work and organizations, gen-
der, and theory. Schmidt en-
joys working with students in
community projects and clubs
committed to reducing social
problems. Her research pro-
jects include studies about how
people balance work and their
personal lives, prison condi-
tions, religious communities'
changing membership, and
ways students learn by doing.

Sociology

—_ Student Spotlight: MidHennedy

N\

some of which were in surprigurther study, and the state gave

2007 M.S. Sociology graduate. Migaes, such as with medical PEds00D¢d theTdity.Valdosta City
conducted her sociological practanaraccess to some religiousQiaced ofcently donated an additional
working with the Barriers Subcomvoniship. |
WHH RI WKH 9D O G R Kanmnedp DWRHU W USHRV HIAdeRg(adR BXign  SKidhitecttlys

Persons with Disabilities. She condddpW HG WR WKH gbtﬂérﬂﬂﬂrriéd&ﬁd(a@ﬁby@irll_dd is
focus groups of disabled city resitiantary 2008. Mayor John Frettikiras as a Support Coordinator
seeking information about both dtiitve and based on her reseavonkamgito assure the health and safety
dinal and physical barriers to a falther input, said that accessilifitlisaided persons. She works for the
life in our city. She used a snowliratgration needs to be a higlPprfessionaimaasgement ServiceJ of
sampling technique, eventually ifdewur city. He ranked it as thimerica. She will be moving back to
viewing 18 people. She found thaegond of five major goals foMdlelosta in January 2009 and ho;ies to
many aspects of daily life, many 2009 year. To create changegplay a role in the study that was

those who were interviewed did Mayor Fretti asked State Senatompiied by her graduate practic&.
experience significant barriers. TBefgen to request a state grantfolUH SURXG RI \RX JOL\D

$2500.

/
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Meet Dr. Daniel Nehring

analysis and statistics, and soft-
ware packages for social re-
search (e.g. SPSS, MaxQDA,
Endnote) My research and
teaching interests are mainly
located in the areas of cultural
sociology, globalization, gender
and intimate relationships, and
qualitative approaches to social
issuesin Valdostal am look-

ing to become involved in
communitybased research
projects, in particularly in the
areas of ethnicities and trans-
national migration resarch.

Schmidt

Shcmidt has also become
the faculty advisor for
UNICEF. Students can
contact her at 229333
5484 about how to be-
come involved in this

or-



