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Request for A Revised Course

Valdosta State University

Date of Submission: Mav 1.2008

Department Initiating Request: | English

Faculty Member Requesting Revision: Darrell Fike

N : i :
Current Course Prefix and Number ENGL 4600 Current Credit Hours

Current Course Title: | [gsyes in Professional Writing

Type an ‘X’ for all that apply: _X_ Revised Title ___ Revised Course Number ___Other

___ Revised Credit Hours _X Revised Course Description

Semester/Term/Year to be effective: Fall 2009

Estimate Frequency of Course Offering: | Once every 2 years

Indicate (by typing an ‘X’) if Revised Course willbe _X Requirement for Major ___ Elective Course

Revised Course Prefix and Number: { J
(See Course Designation Abbreviations in the Catalog for approved prefixes.)

_X Revised Course Title: Rhetorical Issues in Professional Writing

__ Revised Course Title Abbreviation (for Student Transcript) Limited to 30 characters and spaces:

Rhet Issues in Prof Writing

___Revised Total Contact Hours:

___Revised Lecture Hours: __Revised Lab Hours: __Revised Credit Hours: L______—_l

X Revised Course Description & Justification



Current Description:

ENGL 4600 Issues in Professional Writing
Prerequisite or corequisite: ENGL 3060 or 3080, depending upon major track.
An advanced writing course examining the application of selected professional writing strategies and
principles to contexts in which key rhetorical issues arise. These issues include argument, audience,

collaboration, ethics, ethos, purpose, and style.

Proposed Description:
ENGL 4600 Rhetorical Issues in Professional Writing
Prerequisite: ENGL 3010 or 3020 or permission of the instructor.
An advanced writing course examining rhetorical issues that arise from the professional writing process

of planning, information gathering, drafting, revision, production, and distribution.

Justification:
1. The revised title emphasizes the rhetorical orientation of the course.

2. The revised course description reflects current trends in the profession by emphasizing the role of the
writing process in the workplace.

3. The revised prerequisite reflects the fact that ENGL 3080 is being deactivated and that an applied
course in business writing is a more suitable prerequisite for an advanced course in professional writing

than is ENGL 3060, a course in literary research and analysis.

Continue with Justification on the back if necessary. Approvals are to be noted on the back.
Approvals:
ot §
7 ( N Y
Department Head(s) /Aﬂ . ;,/(/u ‘ P&L Date é “/O »@?
\ \
Dean (s) /Director (s) \_ﬂ \ :’ v(’\ A Date (o' (O . 08
u | N

College Executive Committee d.. T . ﬂ.q \ Y - Daté - (-7’ lo- O3

Graduate Executive Committee Date

Academic Committee Date




Request for A Revised Course
Valdosta State University

Mav 1. 2008

Date of Submission:

Department Initiating Request:

English

Faculty Member Requesting Revision:

Darrell Fike

Current Course Prefix and Number: | ENGL 4630

Current Credit Hours: | 3

Current Course Title: | Writing Technologies

Type an ‘X’ for all that apply: _X Revised Title

Revised Course Number ___ Other
____ Revised Credit Hours _X Revised Course Description

Semester/Term/Year to be effective: Fall 2009

Estimate Frequency of Course Offering:

Once every 2 years

Indicate (by typing an ‘X’) if Revised Course will be _X Requirement for Major ___ Elective Course

=========For the following items, type an ‘X’ and complete only those items being revised.==========

Revised Course Prefix and Number:

(See Course Designation Abbreviations in the Catalog for approved prefixes.)

_X_ Revised Course Title: Writing Technologies and Applications

X _Revised Course Title Abbreviation (for Student Transcript) Limited to 30 characters and spaces:

Writing Tech and Aopvlications

___Revised Total Contact Hours:

___Revised Lecture Hours:

__Revised Lab Hours:

X Revised Course Description & Justification

Continue with Justification on the back if necessary.

__Revised Credit Hours:




Current Description:

ENGL 4630 Writing Technologies
Prerequisite or corequisite: ENGL 3060 or 3080, depending upon major track.
A study of the technologies applicable to professional writing such as desktop publishing, on-line
documentation, hypertext, and Internet resources.

Proposed Description:
ENGL 4630 Writing Technologies and Applications
Prerequisite: ENGL 3010 or 3020 or permission of the instructor.
A study of the principles and applications of technologies used to produce materials for the workplace,
including advanced word processing applications, presentation software, desktop publishing programs,
and web authoring tools.

Justification:

The revisions add a theoretical component to the practical applications and update the language to reflect
current technologies. The change in prerequisites reflects the need for students to know the basic
professional writing rhetorical and formatting skills covered in 3010 and 3020 before attempting
ENGL4630.

Approvals are to be noted on the back.

Approvals: ﬂ

Department Head(s) V L/L‘
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Dean (s) /Director (s)
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Valdosta State University
Request for Curriculum Change

Indicate are of change (by typing an ‘X’):
___Core Curriculum (Area A, B, C, D, E, F)
X  Senior Curriculum

__ Graduate Program

__ Other: Current Catalog page number: _123
Effective Date for Curriculum Change _ Fall 2009
Month Year

Degree & Program Name (e.g., BFA, Art) BA., English (Professional Writing Track)

Present Requirements or Present Outcomes & Assessment (Include latter only if changes are to be made):

Professional Writing Track

Senior College CUTTICULUITL ...vuuuittt ittt ettt e e e e e e e s ettt e e e taaeestaiaaeeses 60 hours
Courses required for the Major............oooviiiiii 40 hours
ENGL 3110,3120, 3210 .. 0u ittt v e 9 hours
ENGL 3010, 3020, 0 3030, ... .viieiieine e 3 hours
ENGL 3080, ENGL 3090.......0ciiiiieiitiii it 6 hours
ENGL 3600, .. . e e e e e e e 1 hour
ENGL/JOUR 4500, .. .0ttt ee et et eeteee e enee e 3 hours
ENGL 4600, 4620, 4630, .. .ot i 9 hours
Elective in CWCL, JOUR, or LING.......coiiiiiiiiiii i 3 hours
CS 1000 0r CSI0T0. . ittt e e e e 3 hours
ENGL 4900, .. .ttt ettt e ettt e e v e et e e e et 3 hours
Minor and/or BlectiVe CoOUISES. . uvuviviitiet ittt eieeeeeerieeeeniteeerneneeaennens 20 hours

Proposed Requirements or Proposed Outcomes & Assessments (Show changes in BOLD):

Senior College CUITICUIUIM ....vtiurtinti ittt et 60 hours
Courses required for the Major.............ooooiiiiii 39 hours
ENGL 3110 0r 3120....c0uiieiiiiierinrneiincieceesecassrsnncnsessassassssonsanes 3 hours
ENGL 3210 0r 3215, . ctettiieieciesssanssesencccsnstccsascesanssosansccsnnssas 3 hours
ENGL 3010, ENGL 3020.. ...ttt 6 hours
JOUR 3560 or JOUR 4510....ccccutieeinrnirurieciinnciaraiierinrercnscaconcens 3 hours
JOUR A500... .. ittt eeeeaesie et sre st e ses et et sseesreesre e snees 3 hours
CWCL 3400, CWCL 3420....ccveeieenerennrnrannncnnacnens ereerarceesninees 6 hours
ENGL 4600, 4620, 4630 .....voueiniinin i 9 hours
ENGL 4640 ....cciiiuiiiieiiiiirriansesisessnetiesisssiorsascssssesnecsanssnns 3 hours
ENGL 4900 ...ttt 3 hours

Minor and/or EleCtiVe COUISES. ... .uiiinittit et et et 21 hours

Must include at least 6 hours of courses numbered 3000 or above in a single discipline outside of

ENGL.




EY

Justification:

The proposed revisions of the Professional Writing curriculum reflect current practice in the field of
professional writing studies as indicated by a review of curricula at other institutions as well as faculty
understanding of the skills students need to succeed on the job market.

Four changes are designed to provide a stronger foundation in the theory and practice of workplace writing:

1. The number of required hours in 3000-level literature survey courses is being reduced from 9 hours to
6 hours to permit increased focus on writing and track content courses. The revised requirements of
ENGL 3110 or ENGL 3120 and ENGL 3210 or ENGL 3215 will ensure that students in the Professional
Writing track will take one course in American literature and one British literature, thereby meeting the
English Department’s outcome for knowledge of these national literatures.

2. Requiring both ENGL 3010 Writing for Business and ENGL 3020 Technical Writing and Editing

ensures that students will receive instruction in the two most common forms of workplace communication.

3. The English Department is deactivating ENGL 3080 Grammar and Editing and ENGL 3090
Advanced Composition. Essential content from ENGL 3080 will be addressed in the new Area F course,
ENGL 2080 Grammar and Style, and in ENGL 3020 Technical Writing and Editing.

4. ENGL 3600, a one-hour introductory course, will be deactivated by the Department. Essential
material from this course will covered in two other required courses, ENGL 4600 and ENGL 3010.

Three other changes are designed to ensure that students receive the broad coverage of writing theory and
practice needed to write professionally in a variety of contexts: :

5. A required option of JOUR 3560 Contemporary American Magazines or JOUR 4510 Literary
Journalism will strengthen students’ ability to use journalistic techniques to communicate with non-
technical audiences.

6. Requiring students to take both CWCL 3400 Introduction to Creative Writing and CWCL 3420
Introduction to Creative Non-fiction will strengthen their ability to use such techniques as close
description and figurative language to communicate effectively in various rhetorical situations.

7. Requiring students to take both ENGL 4640 Studies in Composition Theory and ENGL 4620 Survey
of the History of Rhetoric will ensure that they possess the theoretical and historical backgrounds needed

to adapt effectively in a rapidly changing profession.

Graduate Executive Committee Date

Academic Committee Date

Approvals:
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Valdosta State University
Request for Curriculum Change

Indicate are of change (by typing an ‘X’):
Core Curriculum (Area A, B, C, D, E, F)
Senior Curriculum

Graduate Program

X__ Other: Minor Current Catalog page number: _125
Effective Date for Curriculum Change Fall 2009
Month Year
Degree & Program Name (e.g., BFA, Art) Minor in Professional Writing

Present Requirements or Present Outcomes & Assessment (Include latter only if changes are to be made):

Per 2007-08 Undergraduate Catalog, p. 125 (existing requirements):

Minor in Professional WITtiNg..eeeeeeeseeseesssessassesanscesenssssasscossassssssssssssssansssassssssssans 16 hours
ENGL 3010, ENGL 3020, or ENGL 3030......iviiiiiiiiinic e 3 hours
BN GL 36000 ..ottt et et e e e 1 hour
ENGL 3080, ENGL 3090, ENGL 4630......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 9 hours
One elective from the following list...........ccooviiiiiiiii 3 hours

ENGL 4600, ENGL 4620, ENGL/JOUR 4500

Proposed Requirements or Proposed Outcomes & Assessments (Show changes in BOLD):

Minor in Professional WrITting..ccveeeseersereerresseiteeieenecaesesassessacrnrsscsassasssssssasnss 18 hours
ENGL 3010, ENGL 3020, ENGL 4600, ENGL 4630 ...........cocooiiiiiiiiiii 12 hours
Two sequenced electives from the following list.................... 6 hours

ENGL 4620 and ENGL 4640, OR
JOUR 3560 and JOUR 4510, OR
CWCL 3400 and CWCL 3420




¢ -~

Justification:

The proposed revisions of the Professional Writing curriculum reflect current practice in the field of professional writing
studies as indicated by a review of curricula at other institutions as well as faculty understanding of the skills students need

to succeed on the job market.

1. ENGL 3010 Writing for Business, ENGL 3020 Technical Writing and Editing, ENGL 4600 Rhetorical |
Issues in Professional Writing, and ENGL 4630 Writing Technologies provide essential skills needed by
students who plan to market themselves as “technical” or “professional” writers.

2. ENGL 3600, a one-hour introductory course, will be deactivated by the Department. In the future, the
material taught in this course will be covered in ENGL 4600 and ENGL 3010.

In addition, students will select two sequenced electives in an area of emphasis, depending on their needs
and interests.

3. ENGL 4620 Survey of the History of Rhetoric and ENGL 4640 Studies in Composition Theory will
allow students to pursue a deeper understanding of writing theory.

4. JOUR 3560 American Magazine and JOUR 4510 Feature Writing will allow them learn journalistic
techniques and conventions that can help them communicate with various non-technical audiences.

5. CWCL 3400 Introduction to Creative Writing and CWCL 3420 Introduction to Creative Non-Fiction
will allow them to improve their ability to use vivid, exact, and concise language.

Approvals:
Department Head }\&: Q/W k Date 6 10 D?
Dean (s)/Director(s) N — ', éce\a&’ Date é -lo-0Q%
N \\ —
- College Executive Committeeg\ | . L\Q \A., Date L-\0-0 X
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Academic Committee Date
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