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Dear VSU Parent
ts a new year and

once again time for

a new semester to
begin at VSU. We are
experiencing many
changes in our Housing
and Residence Life
department, perhaps
similar to the growing
pains that your student
has experienced.

Your student has likely changed quite
a bit during this past semester, especially
if they are a freshman. Maybe your son
is now sporting a goatee, something he
didn t have before. Maybe your daughter

has an extra piercing or two in her ear.
Maybe you are even noticing that the
multiple daily phone calls have been
reduced to once a day! Your student is
likely becoming more at ease with making
their own decisions. These changes often
take time to get used to, but hopefully
they will prove bene cial in the long run.

Well, our department is undergoing
something similar. Part of our mission is
to house 25% of all the undergraduate
students by the year 2014. The
University s enrollment is projected to be
approximately 16,400 students in 2014,
while we are presently just shy of 11,000.
In order for us to do this, we must build
additional state of the art residence halls
to house at least 4,000 students.

We have currently proposed a plan
to start the process with Hopper Hall.
Hopper currently houses 200 men in a
traditional double-loaded corridor style
with two residents per room. If our plan
is approved, the new Hopper will provide
suite style accommodations, something
our campus currently does not provide.
In order to get ready for this, we plan to

demolish Hopper Hall, which would result
in 200 fewer beds for the coming year.

Thus, our accommodations for
returning students may be quite limited.
Returning students will be given
preference in the following order: current
freshman (rising sophomores), then
sophomores (rising juniors), and nally
juniors and above (rising seniors or
graduate students). The current seniority
rule and room squatting rights will not
be honored this year as a result of the
bed count and our commitment to house
freshmen students rst. It is our sincere
hope this is a one year aberration, and we
can return to our traditional policies when
Hopper Hall re-opens with 500 new suite-
style beds in August, 2008!

Yes, your student is undergoing
changes and so is VSU Housing. | am
con dent that these growing pains will
make for a brighter future.

Sincerely,
Dr. Thomas W. Hardy
Director, Housing & Residence Life






