Valdosta State University

PERS 2710 Rubric for Prior Learning Assessment Submissions
Course description:  An exploration of success writings in biographies, research publications, and the self-help literature.  Areas of application include business, sports, personal development and interpersonal relations.
Candidates must score at the minimum level of “able” in each element of the rubric. 

	ITEM
	Masterful
	Able
	Developing

	SOURCES OF LEARNING (EXPERIENCES)

	Documentation and description of experiences as a basis for PLA.
	Sources of Learning section succinctly narrates and describes the significance of the candidate’s relevant learning experiences and establishes the candidate as qualified to write on the subject. 
	
	

	EVIDENCE OF LEARNING (COMPETENCIES)

	Evidence (overall)
	Candidate provides evidence of learning the following from experience. 

	
	The real opportunity for success lies within us.  You can be successful and get to the top by getting to the bottom of things.  Success and happiness are not matters of chance—they are a choice. 
	
	

	
	The importance of communication through verbal, written, or informatics.
	
	

	Evidence aligned with specific learning outcomes
	Candidate provides adequate and appropriate evidence of each learning outcome listed in the course syllabus. 

	
	Student will:

1)  Be exposed to writings on success.  These writings occur in biographies, research studies, and the self-help literature.

a) There are a few keys to all success.

b) The two great potentials in life are the potential to grow and the potential to discover.

c) The universe has no favorites.  Your success and happiness depend on natural law and principles—and how you use them.
2)  Begin spending time daily on personal improvement activities.
a) Our thoughts should always lean towards action.  In all situations, we must figure out what we can do to move forward.

b) What you focus on expands…so think about what you want.
3)  Begin setting explicit goals and then taking specific steps needed to achieve these goals.
a) The best measure of maturity is the extent to which we accept responsibility for where we are and what we do.

b) Your mission in life is not to change the world—your mission is to change yourself. 
4)  Begin to ask what success would mean to them.
a)        We are where we are in life because of the way we think.

b)       The rewards in life come from finishing something, not starting it.
	
	

	Evidence aligned with personal experience
	From the candidate’s discussion of personal examples, it is clear that the learning arose from the candidate’s experience and the experience represents understanding of the topic.

The candidate may provide other documentation of workshops, courses, or etc. they attended.  
	
	

	Evidence aligned with academic theory
	Appropriate amount and use of academic theory is integrated within the submission, so that the candidate’s learning is grounded in the academic frameworks of the topic.
	
	

	QUALITY OF PRESENTATION OF SUBMISSION

	Breadth / Depth of Submission
	There is an appropriate depth and breadth of discussion related to requested credits (upper vs. lower division, and amount) 
	
	

	Introduction/

Conclusion
	    Introduction effectively introduces the topic in    

       general and the contents of the essay/formal

       paper specifically.

    Conclusion effectively summarizes main points 

        and states significance of the essay/formal

        paper topic.
	
	

	Citation of Source Material
	In-text and end-of-text citations of all sourced materials are correct and complete.
	
	

	Documentation
	Documentation is effective evidence of experience;

Documentation is effectively referred to within submission, and its significance and relevance is clear.
	
	

	Sentence Structure, Mechanics, and Overall Presentation
	    PLA submission is well organized, uses 

       adequate subheadings clearly aligned with

       competencies and progresses in logical,

       convincing order.

    Each sentence structured effectively; rich, well-   

       chosen variety of sentence styles and length.

    Virtually free of punctuation, spelling, and

       capitalization errors; appropriate format and

       presentation for assignment.

    Exceptional vocabulary range, accuracy, and 

       correct and effective word usage.

    PLA submission id professionally presented, 

       complete and clear.
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