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RELIGIOUS STUDIES AND HUMAN COMMUNITY INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES MAJOR (ISM) 
The Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) is designed for offering within the context of the General Studies Program.  This program description is divided into four parts: (I) Rationale for a Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM); (II) Program Description; (III) Specific Major Format; (IV) Example Courses of Study. 
I.   Rationale for a Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) 
       A major in Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) within the General Studies Program will engage students in the study of religious traditions in societies around the world from antiquity to the present. Life in contemporary culture is influenced by immense religious diversity, and, simultaneously, by a need to enhance our understanding of the world as a shared community.  It is, therefore, increasingly important that we pursue and develop a comprehension of the diverse religious traditions that shape the human community.  The major in Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) will encourage multiple disciplinary approaches to religious expressions: in art, law, literature, music, politics, social conflict, and cosmological sciences.  The overarching goal is to analyze with scholarly integrity the dynamic influence of religion on social development and cultural transformation throughout history and around the globe.  Religious thought and religious institutions influence the values, laws, public policies, and social norms of cultures worldwide.   
       Religious Studies is by its very nature among the most interdisciplinary of academic disciplines.  Intensive and comparative analyses of religious traditions of the world constitute a major foundation of this self-understanding within the discipline.  In addition, the adaptation and/or adoption of theoretical and methodological approaches formulated within the social sciences and the humanities inform the interdisciplinary nature of religious studies as an academic discipline.  Unique theoretical and methodological questions that emerge in primary research in religious studies, on the other hand, have immense scholarly value when applied to issues in history, philosophy, literature, language, the arts and each of the social sciences. 
      The dynamic energies just described address the earliest of human social institutions and the most intensely personal of human relationships, namely those of the individual and her or his relationship to the cosmos and to the Holy as understood within a particular society.  Cosmology shapes culture.  Systematic, critical analyses addressed in this discipline require of the student an intense rigor that includes not only rationality but also a factoring into analysis deeply held personal belief systems. The implications of a successful student’s ability to maneuver with intellectual integrity within religious studies sets a healthy and promising precedent for study in any other discipline.  It also implies a working knowledge of the fundamental elements of the disciplines that inform the student’s interdisciplinary curriculum.
      The Religious Studies faculty at Valdosta State University encourages students to draw upon a variety of fields and disciplines for their study of religion, including African-American studies, anthropology, sociology, gender studies, history, literary criticism, the arts, philosophy, ethics, and psychology.  This interdisciplinary and multicultural character makes religious studies an excellent field for a general studies education. 
 II.  Program Description
      Students in this major are given considerable freedom to shape their 60-hour program in Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM). Each student, with the help of a faculty advisor, must select courses and focus his/her program on the basis of a unifying issue, theme, topic, or comparative framework called an area of concentration.  The area of concentration must meet four criteria to be acceptable:  
         First, the area of concentration will familiarize students with at least two major world religious traditions. This assures a realized comprehension of    some of the essential distinctions and commonalties among the religious      traditions that are examined.   
         Second, the area of concentration will synthesize and integrate methodology and knowledge from at least three academic fields or disciplines.  The principle of integration can be historical, regional, thematic, topical, comparative, or problem-focused. 
         Third, the area of concentration will not replicate any existing major. One of the purposes of the major in Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) within the General Studies Program is to link students with clusters of courses and faculty where no formal structure or program exists.
          Fourth, the area of concentration will have an internal integrity, and will be feasible within the parameters of the existing curriculum at Valdosta State University.  Each student’s proposed program must be discussed in detail with their faculty advisor to ensure that the range and number of courses required will be available. 
     The student’s role in the selection of the area of concentration is active, not passive.  Students have the primary responsibility and opportunity to actively plan their program and cultivate relationships with assigned or designated faculty.  The proposed major will also provide an opportunity for groups of faculty to develop new relationships and new areas of study.
     In addition to the personal growth it affords, a major in Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) creates a solid foundation on which the graduate is prepared to build a career in professions that demand critical thinking and conceptual flexibility in interacting with diverse populations.
III.  Specific Major Format
      The Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) Major follows the general structure outlined in track two of the General Studies Major.  Courses required for the General Studies major with particular interdisciplinary concentrations involve three related fields of study, guided electives, and the general studies capstone course.  The total course load is 60-hours.  All Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) Majors will share the same three fields of study listed below.  However, students along with guidance from their faculty advisor will select specific course offerings that are appropriate to each student’s specific area of concentration. 
 A. 1st Related Field of Study (18hrs):  Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM)
 All six courses in this field of study must have an REL or joint REL catalogue listing.  All students are required to take World Religions (REL 2020).  In addition, all students must select course offerings to include study in at least two major religious traditions. 
 B.  2nd Related Field of Study (15hrs):  Historical Tradition and Cultural Transformation
 This cluster of courses will provide historical background and socio-cultural contexts appropriate for each student and his/her specific area of concentration.  For example, if a student were studying the Hindu religious tradition, it would make sense to take courses in the history of the Indian Subcontinent (HIST 4403) as well as any anthropological, sociological, or political-science course offerings that have a focus in India .  The important role that religion plays in the forging of historical traditions and in the formation of social institutions will be stressed here. 
 C.  3rd Related Field of Study (12hrs): Aesthetic Expression and Cultural Transformation  
 This cluster of courses will focus on the literature, arts, music, ritual, symbol systems, drama, dance, myths, films, poetry, or other important forms of human expression relevant to the student’s specific area of concentration.  Religious thought and practice has influenced aesthetic expression and cultural transformation throughout the world for centuries.  In addition, this cluster of courses will ask students to think constructively, that is, to propose creative solutions to problems of religious conflict and religious persecution. 
In each field of study, courses may be at the2000- 3000-4000 level.  All courses must be completed with a “C” or better.  Students must be able to articulate reasons for the interconnectedness of their chosen fields of study.  In addition, once a program of study is approved, a student who wishes to alter that program must secure approval from his/her primary advisor.
D.  Guided Electives (12hrs) 
E.  General Studies Capstone (3hrs) 
IV.  Example Courses of Study
Academic disciplines and suggestions for pertinent courses included from each of these components of the major are outlined below in curricula for sample courses of study.  These examples were created specifically to illustrate the breadth and depth of diversity that it is possible to achieve in designing the major for individual students.  
Example I
Christianity in the Ancient World
This area of concentration could be appropriate for the student who is interested in pursuing advanced degrees in Religious Studies, Theology, History of the Ancient World, Comparative Religions or who plans to attend a seminary with aspirations toward ordination and or formal ministry within a religious denomination.  It would also be a fitting major for interested lay-persons and for persons who aspire to a deeper knowledge of this field of study.   
Religious Studies 18 hrs.
World Religions
Hebrew Bible/Old Testament
New Testament
History of Christianity I (Apostolic-Nicea)
Women and Religion I
Buddhism
 
Historical Tradition and Cultural Transformation 15 hrs.
ANTH  3040 - Cultural Anthropology
POLS  3500 - Western Political Theory
HIST 3202 - Hellenistic Greece and Rome
WMST 2010 - Women in Western Humanities
HIST 4401 - East Asia
 
 Aesthetic Expression and Cultural Transformation 12 hrs.
ARTH 3121 Survey of Art History I
or
ART  1100  Introduction to Visual Arts
*ART 3123 Special Topics in Art History or directed study Asian Art)
ENGL  2110  World Literature: The Ancient World
ENGL Classical Mythology
ENGL 3300 Special Topics in Literature (For Buddhist Writings)
or
ENGL - Directed Study - Buddhist Literature
PERS 2675 - Japanese Music and Culture
PERS 2610 Tradition and Identity
Electives
     *Should include Latin
Example II
African American Women and Religion in the US
This area of concentration is presented as an example of the diversity of coursework that informs even the narrowly focused major concentration.  This hypothetical example might be for the person who aspires to pursue an advanced degree in Religious Studies, Anthropology, Gender Studies, Women’s Studies, African American Studies, or the Masters of Divinity toward Ordination or a formal professional career in ministry.  This concentration might also be appropriate for the person who seeks to develop a career in film, theatre, and /or literature that is focused on African American women.  Students from this region who plan to develop careers in the helping professions and or politics would have a keener sense of social, historical, political and economic realities within their environment. 
Religious Studies 18 hrs.
World Religions
New Testament
History of Christianity III
Christian Ethics
Islam
Women and Religion
Sociology of Religion
 

Historical Tradition and Cultural Transformation 15 hrs.
SOCI 1101 Intro to Sociology
HIST 4500 History of the Middle East
Choices Among:
HIST 4203- US 1850-1877, HIST 4206  US Since 1945
HIST 4221 The Old South
AFAM 4231 African America History To 1865
AFAM 4235 African American History Since 1865
HIST 4270 Women in the US South
HIST 4280 History of US Women Activists and Social Reformers
AFAM 2020 Race Class and Gender
AFAM 3000  Intro to African American Studies
AFAM 4511 Pre-Colonial Africa
AFAM 4512 Modern Africa
 
 Aesthetic Expression and Cultural Transformation 12 hrs.

 
MUSC 4900 Directed Study
MUSC 4480 Folk and Ethnic Music in the US
ARTH 4140 African American Art
or
PERS 2510 African American Art and Culture or PERS 2560 African American Music and Culture
PERS Female Heroes in Religion and Art
ENG 2130H Honors World Literature III
ENGL 3220 Studies in African American Lit.
Example III
Religion, Culture, and Literature in Comparative Perspective
This area of concentration is appropriate for students who are interested in pursuing advanced degrees in Religious Studies, Comparative Religions, Sociology of Religion, Anthropology, Sociology, Literature or who plans to attend seminary.  In addition, this is a relevant course of study for the student interested in fiction or scholarly writing related to religion or international journalism.
Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) 18hrs
World Religions
Judaism
Hinduism
Buddhism
Islam
History of Christianity or Christian Ethics
 
Historical Tradition and Cultural Transformation 15hrs
History of World Civilization
History of the Indian Subcontinent
History of the Middle East
Sociology of Religion
Cultural Anthropology
 
Aesthetic Expression and Cultural Transformation 12hrs
Old Testament/Hebrew Bible
World Literature I
Studies in African Literature
Classical Mythology
 
Guided Electives 12 hrs 
Magic, Religion, and Witchcraft
Race and Ethnic Relations
Comparative Politics
 History of Religion in the South
 
General Studies Capstone Course 3hrs
Example IV 
Religion, Ethics, and Society in North America
In addition to the advanced degrees mentioned above this area of concentration is appropriate for students interested in a career in law, medical ethics, business ethics, civil service and non-profit or community service. 
 
Religious Studies and Human Community (ISM) 18hrs
World Religions
Judaism;
Christian Ethics;
History of Christianity;
New Testament;
Old Testament/Hebrew Bible
 
Historical Tradition and Cultural Transformation 15hrs
Ethical Theory
Gender and Ethics
American Social History
Business Ethics
Race and Ethnic Relations
 
Aesthetic Expression and Cultural Transformation 12hrs
Studies in African American Literature
American Literature
Women and Religion
African American Art
 
Guided Electives 12hrs
History of Religion in the South
 Environmental Ethics
 Ethics and Law
 Magic, Religion and Witchcraft
General Studies Capstone Course 3hrs
