Dear Oboists,
As you begin to make plans for your college education I do hope that you will consider applying to VSU.  I welcome this opportunity to tell you more about the degree programs offered by our Music Department and to invite you to visit our campus and to audition for our department.  
Valdosta State University has three undergraduate degree programs in music.  The degree Bachelor of Music Education is a professional degree which prepares the student for State Teacher Certification in instrumental Music Education.  The degree Bachelor of Music in Performance is also a professional degree which is designed to prepare the student for a career as a symphony musician or to continue music studies at the graduate level.  The degree Bachelor of Arts in Music is a broader based Liberal Arts degree.  If you are interested in continuing your music studies at college, but perhaps not as a major, we also offer a Music Minor program.
VSU offers its students a wide variety of performance opportunities.  Ensembles include the Symphonic Wind Ensemble, the Concert Band, Oboe Trio, Double Reed Ensemble, various smaller chamber music groups including woodwind quintets, and non-oboe groups such as the Blazin’ Brigade Marching Band, Jazz ensembles, Choir and Chamber Singers.

Students at VSU also have the opportunity to audition for the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra.  This professional orchestra is comprised of VSU faculty members, area professional musicians, and select VSU students.  The symphony offers VSU musicians valuable orchestral experience and the opportunity to perform in a professional setting
next to their instructors.  The orchestra performs regularly with soloists of international reputation, such as cellist Janos Starker and Glenn Dicterow, Concertmaster of the New York Philharmonic.
One of the outstanding features of the Music Department at VSU is the number of contact hours which students receive from their individual instructor.  All Music Education and Bachelor of Arts majors receive a weekly one hour lesson.  Music performance majors receive two one-hour lessons, which is double the amount of lesson time in most college programs.  Additionally, all music majors attend a weekly one hour master class with their instructor.

The Oboe Studio at VSU is enthusiastic and accomplished.  For the past several years our oboe majors have won first chair in the Georgia All-College bands.  Previous student accomplishments include winners and finalists of our annual concerto competition, a first chair winner in the National Wind Ensemble which performed at Carnegie Hall, and various participants in ensembles such as the Rome Festival Orchestra and the Thomas Stacy and John Mack oboe and English horn seminars.  We have a wonderful new reed room and double reed area, two English horns for use by VSU students, and a variety of reed-making equipment.

Requirements for acceptance to the music program at VSU include the completion of application materials for both the University and Department of Music.  To be accepted as a music major you must also play an audition before a committee of three VSU faculty members.  The audition will last approximately ten minutes and will consist of the following materials:  the chromatic scale from low Bb to high Eb, three major scales, and two etudes of contrasting style or a solo from the standard repertoire.

I am additionally very pleased to announce the inception of a new oboe scholarship fund and endowment called the Michaelis Award.  Monies from this fund will be distributed every year to deserving oboists.  You are also encouraged to apply for all Music Department and University-wide scholarships.  Funds are awarded early so if you are interested in being considered for any of these awards I urge you to contact us soon.

If you would like to schedule an audition or a lesson, or if you have any questions regarding the music program at VSU, please do not hesitate to contact me at any of the   following numbers:

VSU Oboe Studio:   (229) 333-5815

VSU Music Office:   (229) 333-5804

E Mail:   seischei@valdosta.edu
I look forward to seeing you in the future and to hearing you play!

With all best wishes,

Dr. Susan Eischeid, Professor of Oboe

Valdosta State University

1500 North Patterson Street

Valdosta, GA  31698

