Date: November 6, 2006

MLIS Policy on Interlibrary Loan (ILL) Requests for Textbooks

Textbook purchases are a standard, predictable part of the expense of pursing a degree. The
textbooks you purchase for classes are the beginning of your professional library, which you will
use and expand throughout your career.

We expect that you will purchase the required textbooks for all courses that you take.

Interlibrary Loan services exist to provide short-term access to materials. Using ILL to avoid
buying a textbook circumvents the intent of ILL and makes the item unavailable to other users.
Requests that are inharmonious with the intent of ILL squander the time and effort of the ILL
staff. Section VI of the American Library Code of Ethics states that “We do not advance private
interests at the expense of library users, colleagues, or our employing institutions.”

Photocopying large sections of a textbook or printing multiple pages from a NetLibrary textbook
in order to avoid buying the book is a violation of copyright. Section IV of the American Library
Code of Ethics states that “We recognize and respect intellectual property rights.”

If you want to reduce your textbook costs, do comparison shopping at these sites:

http://www.addall.com/

http://www.half.ebay.com/

http://www.amazon.com/ (Find the right edition of the book, then click on Used)
http://www.abebooks.com/

http://powells.com/

http://barnesandnoble.com/

http://services.valdosta.edu/bookstore/


http://www.addall.com/
http://www.half.ebay.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.abebooks.com/
http://powells.com/
http://barnesandnoble.com/
http://services.valdosta.edu/bookstore/

