
Mass Media students, Brian Day and Michael Taylor 
visited Hollywood production facilities in Spring ’08. 
A student describes the experience on p. 2. 

Mass Media Program Expands 
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Broadcast Education Association 

National Broadcasting Society 

Society of Collegiate Journalists 

University Film & Video Association 

The Mass Media program at Valdosta State 
University offers major areas of study in 
broadcast journalism, television production, 
audio production, and international 
documentary. Completion of the program 
results in the awarding of a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree in Mass Media. 
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Students gain practical TV experience both 
on the air and behind the scenes by 
producing programs for VSU-TV, which is  
seen on Channel 11 in Valdosta. Blaze FM  
(WVVS) provides on-air radio experience. The Mass Media program at Valdosta State continues its unprecedented 

growth, as indicated by rising enrollments and a new graduate program of studies. 
VSU’s total student population now exceeds 12 thousand. 

As usual, many Mass Media students graduated in Spring 2008, but we also 
attracted many more students for Fall semester. Approximately 325 Mass Media 
majors will be filling most sections of media classes this fall. 

Additional exciting news is that the University System’s Board of Regents 
has approved a graduate studies program, with the first graduate students expected 
to enroll in Fall 2009. This program will offer a Master of Arts in Communication 
degree, and students will major in either Speech Communication or Mass Media. 
To complete the Mass Media degree, students must complete 36 hours of study, 
including classes in Media Economics and Management, Media Law and Ethics, 
Media Aesthetics, International Media, and Digital Communications. Thesis and 
non-thesis options are available. 

The most recent additions to our faculty include Sherlyn Freeman, who previ-
ously worked at Fox News in New York, and Brian Day, who was a video editor 
in Hollywood. Besides various production classes, Freeman teaches Diversity in 
Media and will also be in charge of the TV news workshop in Fall 2008. Day 
teaches Broadcasting and Culture as well as production classes and TV work-
shops. 

Mike Savoie was named Assistant Dean of the College of the Arts beginning 
in the Fall ‘08, in addition to his teaching duties. Frank Barnas is working towards 
his doctorate at Florida State University. Congratulations to Maleria Brown, who 
won the Academic Excellence in Mass Media award (with a 4.0 GPA)! 
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Students may also earn a Cross-training 
Certificate in Journalism and Mass Media 
by completing specified journalism classes. 
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Faculty & Staff, 2008-2009 

Frank Barnas, Area Head 

Mike Savoie 

Larry Etling 

Michael Taylor 

Mark Kiyak 

Pat McGuire 

Sherlyn Freeman 

Brian Day 

Walter Rollenhagen, Engineer 
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Hollywood Trip  
In Spring ‘08, several students travelled to Los Angeles with Michael Taylor and Brian Day to 
visit film and television production facilities. The trip was organized by Prof. Day, who has 
extensive experience in L.A. media. Candace McHan was one of the students who made the 
journey (the students paid all of their own expenses). Here is her report. 
 
 The 2008 Spring Break Trip to L.A. was the experience of a lifetime. Being in the 
mere ambiance of the busy film world was tremendous. We had the opportunity to meet, greet 
and even eat with many of the premier professionals in the business. 
 We visited Fotokem, where film is actually processed. We toured Paramount and 
Sony Pictures in detail. We were able to have a panel discussion with Michael Lange, director 
of many X-Files episodes, Roxanne Captor, producer of the heartfelt Home Sweet Homeless, 
Nancy Thurston, stunt woman in Titanic, and Alan Caso, director of photography for Muppets 
In Space. 
 We visited The Kimmel Show, with Sheryl Crow being a featured guest. Downtown 
Hollywood was a sight to see, where the stars are in the sidewalks. Venice Beach was a very 
cultural coastline. The editor for Rob Zombie’s Hollywood, Glenn Garland, gave us some 
insight into the film editing world. 
 At Pacific Title, we saw the editing process in action. Dubbing Brothers and 
Monkeyland showed us how sounds and languages are choreographed into movies. Last but 
not least was the beautiful Santa Monica Beach, where the mountains jut into the ocean.  

Mass Media Program (cont’d.) 
Many physical changes are evident around the campus. In addition to two parking decks 

(one in the Oak Street lot immediately across the street from the Fine Arts building, the 
other behind Centennial Hall), a new student health center is nearing completion, and the 
student union is being torn down, to be replaced by a much larger building. Also, an 
enlarged Hopper Hall has been completed and will house, among other things, the studios of 
Blaze FM (WVVS). The student-run station will move into the new student union in 2010. 
Michael Taylor continues as station advisor. Former Blaze FM manager David Newman is 
now training to become a pilot in the U.S. Air Force. 

VSU-TV continues to air tape-delayed broadcasts of Blazer home football games and 
other athletic events, performances by the Valdosta Symphony, dance concerts, and other 
events in Sawyer Theater. These broadcasts provide production opportunities for our 
students, who also do play-by-play and color commentary for the sports broadcasts. Of 
course, all students, faculty and alumni were very proud when the Blazers captured their 
second national football championship in four years by defeating Northwest Missouri State 
25-20 in the championship game in Alabama. Several mass media students are members of 
various Blazers’ teams. 

Our students also gain practical experience through employment by production 
companies and networks covering area sports events.  In the past year, students have worked 
as crew members on TV broadcasts of Jacksonville Jaguars and Atlanta Falcons games, and 
at the Daytona 500. 

The small office beside Walter Rollenhagen’s office has been converted into an audio 
production lab containing an audio console, microphones, recorders, and a computer with 
the Adobe Audition software used in the audio and video production classes. Some audio for 
the Theater Department’s productions in Sawyer Theater is also produced there. 

We continue to upgrade our equipment to stay current with industry production 
technologies. In addition to a new automation system for VSU-TV, we have added five JVC 
high definition field cameras with a Panasonic switcher (otherwise known as a “studio in a 
box”). Subscribers to MediaCom cable can now access many VSU-TV productions, such as 
the Symphony broadcasts, via its “video on demand” feature. The programs are digitized 
and stored on servers to be accessed at the viewers’ convenience. Numerous faculty and 
students productions may also be viewed from our website, as noted on p. 8.  

The City of Valdosta’s Channel 96 continues to originate its programming from our 
facilities, and the channel is headed by a graduate of the Mass Media program. 
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Atlanta Trip  
Every year, Mass Media faculty organize a field trip for students to visit TV production 
facilities in Atlanta. Chad Whittle went on this year’s trip and filed this report. 
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 Our trip began on Friday afternoon as we toured the studios of FOX Sports Net 
South/SportSouth. Of all the media outlets we attended, FSN had the smallest operations cen-
ter. They do a lot in a very small amount of space. It’s amazing how many hours of live pro-
gramming they produce each year. They produce and broadcast over 900 live sporting events 
each year. They have one studio where they produce over 3 original programs. Some of the 
sporting events they broadcast include Atlanta Braves and Hawks basketball games. We got to 
not only tour the production area but also the office area as well. We got to see what other 
jobs are available other than production jobs.  

 After we left FSN we went to Turner Broadcasting. At the Turner Broadcasting facil-
ity are some of America’s most well known and most profitable cable channels. Located at 
Turner in Atlanta is WTBS 17 (local TBS for Atlanta), TBS (National Network), TNT, TCM, 
Cartoon Network, TruTV, and a new NBA TV network. All together there are over 30 feeds 
coming out of the Turner Broadcasting in Atlanta. While at Turner we saw just about every 
part of broadcasting you could think of. From editing areas to a huge massive video library, 
we saw it all. 

 On Saturday morning we went to Crawford Communications. Crawford is in the busi-
ness of handling satellite operations for TV networks. They also have production studios as 
well on their campus. TV Networks from many different countries come through Crawford in 
Atlanta. Crawford handles many of the behind the scenes aspects of TV broadcasting.  

 After we left Crawford we went to WSB-TV. While we were there we watched them 
produce the noon newscast. We also saw the many behind the scenes aspect that it takes to 
produce newscasts.  

Awards 

Since 2007, we have won the following awards: 

BEA National Awards 

Mike Savoie: Award of Excellence for Short Script Hail Mary (this script was also produced in 

the MDIA 4962 workshop and will be released in Fall ’08) 

3rd Place — Radio Promo, “Blazerfest,” Kevin Cheatham, Producer 

BEA District II Award 

Best Narrative Award —  “Ordinary Heroes”: Jason Geigerman, Producer 

SCJ National Awards 

1st Place — Television Broadcast Features 

2nd Place — Television Sports Broadcast 

2nd Place — News 11-In Focus: Ashley Dudley, Producer 

3rd Place — News 11-In Focus: Sam Mount, Producer 

3rd Place — Television Broadcast 

3rd Place — Broadcast News Feature, “Local Auction”: Sam Mount, Producer 

2nd Place — Broadcast Sports, “Blazer Sports Report”: Neal Folger & Chris Walsh, Producers 

3rd Place — Broadcast Sports, “VSU Football vs. UAM”: Brock Wetherbee, Producer 

Honorable Mention — Broadcast Sports, “VSU Football vs. ATU”: Neal Folger, Producer 

Honorable Mention — Broadcast News, “Domestic Abuse”: Allison Phillips, Producer 

NBS Regional Awards 

1st Place — Regional News: Ashley Dudley, Producer 

1st Place — TV News Segment: Sam Mount, Producer 

 



As an assignment for Prof. Etling’s audio production 
workshop, Kevin Cheatham produced a promo for 
“Blazerfest.” It took third place in a national 
competition sponsored by the Broadcast Education 
Association. Kevin picked up his award in April at 
the BEA convention in Las Vegas. Also attending the 
convention were Mike Savoie (left), Michael Taylor 
(second from left) and Larry Etling (right). 
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ESPN Radio 
Many Mass Media students are interested in sports announcing. Through their own initiative 
and hard work, two of our students have taken the first step toward what they hope will be 
successful sportscasting careers. In addition to radio, Dustin Swedelson also wrote a sports 
column for the student newspaper The Spectator, from which this article is taken. 

Radio Award 



Mass Media students Jeri Colligan (left) and Claire Davis 
were featured in a “Dining on Campus” story in the VSU 
Alumni Voice magazine. Jeri is now working for Wilkins 
Media in Atlanta. 
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Many members of the  community 
visit our facilities to learn more 

about broadcasting. Students and 
faculty from the Southland Chris-
tian School dropped by in Fall ‘07. 
Below, Pat McGuire explains TV 
production to some Cub Scouts. 

In Spring ‘08, Brian Day and students in his video pro-
duction class began producing Shadows, an original script 
by Day. The final production will be entered into a film 
competition. Ashleigh Gaillard was the assistant director 
on the shoot.  

News & Notes 

Jeff Corley is a Mass Media 
grad and a former member of 

the Blazers  football team. 

This story appeared in the May 
2, 2008, Atlanta Journal-

Constitution. 

Frank Barnas and Mike Savoie 
are working on the second edition 
of Careers in Media. The book is 
used in the Senior Seminar class, 

and has also been adopted by 
professors at several other 
colleges and universities. 



Janet Wade is Senior Secretary in the Department of 
Communication Arts. She keeps everything running 
smoothly and is of invaluable assistance in answering 
students’ questions and also assisting the faculty. At 
the College of the Arts Honors Day in May ’08, Janet 
won the award for outstanding service. Mass Media 
faculty agree that this award is well deserved. 

News & Notes (cont’d.) 

In addition to his BEA award, Kevin 
Cheatham also won an award for 
Service to the Mass Media program. 

Frank Barnas has been keeping busy. 
Besides his teaching duties, Frank is 
completing course work for his doc-
torate at Florida State University. He 
also does the morning show on a local 
talk radio station and was featured on 
a billboard on North Ashley Street. 
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Danna Pentes, a musician, music 
producer, and sound effects specialist 
with Turner Broadcasting, spent two 
days on campus discussing the music 
and recording industries with mass 
media students. 

Our awards display case in  Nevins 
Hall may soon need to be expanded! 

The City of Valdosta’s community 
channel uses our facilities to produce 

a weekly public affairs show.  

Larry Etling spent a month at WJXT-TV 
in Jacksonville in Summer ’08, funded 

by a grant from the National Association 
of Television Program Executives. 



Seniors’ Banquet 

Senior students organize a farewell banquet every spring. In 2008, it was held at Kinderlou 
Forest Golf Club.  
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Sherlyn Freeman 

Mark Kiyak 

Pat McGuire 

Michael Taylor 

We maintain institutional 

membership in  



Many productions are available for viewing at   
www.valdosta.edu/massmedia/MassMediaProductions.shtml 

 

 

SAINT JOSEPH'S ALTARS: A SICILIAN TRADITION  
Produced and Directed by Mike Savoie. This documentary excerpt features the religious and 
culture ritual of St. Joseph's Altars. As a traditionof Sicilian immigrants, this celebration contin-
ues in New Orleans.  

    

 

ST. PETERSBURG MEDIA TOUR  
Directed by Daniel Thomas. This short documentary highlights a trip to St. Petersburg, Russia 
by two VSU professors and four Mass Media students. Focusing on the collaboration and com-
parison of media application and technique, the documentary presents their findings.  

    

 

SPORTS BROADCASTING 
One of the highlights of the Mass Media program is its sports broadcasting. In addition to cov-
ering VSU Athletic events, our students work with ESPN, FOX Sports, Monday Night Football 
and CBS Sports. The clip featured here is an example of all of our coverage of VSU Athletic 
events for VSU TV.  

    

 

ARTS PROGRAMMING  
Our students are encouraged to participate beyond the classroom. This would include working 
on cultural and arts based programming for VSU TV. Our weekly series, "Sunday at the Sym-
phony" features performances by the Valdosta Symphony Orchestra.  

    

 

THE LONDON SUMMER STUDY PROGRAM  
Produced by Mass Media Students Melinda Copeland and Heather Harris, this promotional 
video highlights the London summer study program. The production was produced as part of 
the London program. Mass Media student Heather Spenard also contributed as an editor.  

    

 

INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY PRODUCTION  
If you've seen CNN, MTV or VH-1, heard NPR, you may already be familiar with the faculty's 
work. The production featured here was produced in Paris, France for the European Council of 
the University System of Georgia. Over the past couple of years, several students have traveled 
abroad to work on summer documentary projects. 
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http://www.dw-world.de/ 

http://newsource.cnn.com/ 

http://www.learner.org/ 

http://www.classicartsshowcase.org/ 

Satellite dishes adjacent to the Fine Arts building 
provide programming from various sources for 
VSU-TV, which is non-commercial and is seen 
on Channel 11 throughout the city. 

Downlink equipment is located 
in Master Control. 

VSU-TV 

Local productions are also aired on VSU-TV, including play-by-play of many Blazers 
sports events on a tape-delayed basis. We also record the Valdosta Symphony and many 

other events in Sawyer Theater, which is located in the Fine Arts Building. 

Engineer Walter Rollenhagen 
keeps the equipment working 
smoothly. Walt also hosts an 

oldies radio show on Blaze FM. 

Students prepare for a TV newscast. Besides gathering news and sports stories, 
students also produce and direct the newscasts. Weather is done with a “green 

screen” in which the green is replaced by graphics in the control room. National 
and international stories are supplied by CNN Newsource. 



Graduation Day! 

Mass Media grads are working at: 

· WSB-TV Atlanta 

· Valdosta Daily Times 

· WOKV radio, 

      Jacksonville 

· Black Crow 

      Media, Valdosta 

· WALB-TV Valdosta 

· WALB-TV Albany 

· Fox SportSouth, Atlanta 

· Crawford Communications, 
Atlanta 

· WKMG-TV Orlando 

· ABC 25/NBC 12 

      Jacksonville 

· KNWA-TV Fayetteville/ 

       Forth Smith, Arkansas 

· ABC-Macon.TVNews 

· Wilkins Media, Atlanta 

· ESPN 

· WVTM-TV Birmingham, 

      Alabama 

· WRBL-TV Columbus 

· WRDW-TV Augusta 

· City of Valdosta, 

       Channel 96 

· U.S. Air Force 
 . . . and many more! 
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