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What are persistent links?
Why can’t I use a “regular” link or url?

What is the Anywhere Access Tool for?
How can I use a persistent link?

This tutorial will answer all these questions.

If  after viewing this tutorial you still have questions, 
remember to “Ask a Librarian” - Live Chat.

http://www.valdosta.edu/library/ask.php
http://www.valdosta.edu/library/ask.php
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A persistent link, also known as a durable, 
stable, or permanent link, is an Internet address 
(URL - Uniform Resource Locator) that connects 

directly to a specific full-text article in a library 
database or electronic journal subscription.

What are persistent links?
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This is an article 
found in a library-
licensed 
database.  Let’s 
assume you 
wanted to save a 
the link to this 
article so you 
could find it 
later…
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…you might go up here to 
the browser address bar, 
and copy the link to paste 
into an e-mail, document, or 
web page, etc. 
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The problem is that in many of the article 
databases or other library-licensed online 
resources, the web address as displayed 
in the address bar contains “temporary” 
information that makes the link expire after 
a certain amount of time. 
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If you saved this address, it 
may not work later the next 
time you try it, and it might 
not work at home or 
otherwise off-campus 
outside of the VSU network.
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The good news:  Many of the databases 
now provide a special stable persistent link 
that will not expire and will continue to 
work when you need it later.
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In this database, 
the persistent link 
can be found as 
part of the article 
record below, 
along with citation 
information and 
the abstract. 

In this database, 
the persistent link 
can be found as 
part of the article 
record below, 
along with citation 
information and 
the abstract. 

It is labeled as a 
“persistent link” and 
(Permalink).



5/18/2010 10

Different databases do varied things with persistent links.  
Finding the persistent link in a record can be tricky, as it 
may be found in different places and called different things 
from database to database.  Be on the lookout for one of 
these action terms “BOOKMARK, SAVE, COPY,  or CAPTURE” as 
paired with one or more of the following link descriptors,  
“PERMALINK, PERSISTENT, DURABLE, or STABLE. 
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Finding the persistent link for an article is the first step. 

Sometimes e-mailing the citation to yourself 
is a good way to obtain a persistent link. 

Then too, remember  you can always 
“Ask a Librarian” – Live Chat, 
whenever you need help with 
persistent links or have other library 
resource questions.   

https://www.valdosta.edu/library/ask.php
http://www.valdosta.edu/library/ask.php
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The next step, is to make sure that the persistent link 
will be accessible from off-campus at home or in the 
office at work (to VSU students, staff, and faculty.) 

The Anywhere Access Tool for Persistent Links is 
an easy off-campus link generator found on the 
Library’s web site. 

Using the provided tool to add “Anywhere 
Access”  to persistent links involves three simple 
steps.  

1. Copy (CTRL-C) , 
2. Paste (CTRL-V) and 
3. Press the “Create Link” button. 

http://www.valdosta.edu/library/learn/plink.shtml#Any
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STEP ONE:

Highlight the 
persistent link 
and COPY 
(CTRL-C) 
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STEP TWO:

PASTE (CTRL-V) the copied link into the Anywhere Access Tool 
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STEP THREE:

PRESS the Create Link button

…and what you get is a new link that contains the Anywhere 
Access information to make it work from off-campus at home 
or elsewhere outside of the VSU Network.
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The Anywhere Access Tool WILL NOT allow the general 
public to access articles via links. 

Persistent links made with the Anywhere Access Tool will 
only work for VSU students, faculty, and staff.
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So the last step is to USE the Anywhere Access Persistent Link. 

1. Double-click (or triple-click) the text box above to select the 
persistent link.

2. (Use Ctrl-C ) to copy the new enhanced Anywhere Access link.
3. (Use Ctrl-V ) to paste the new enhanced Anywhere Access 

persistent link into your document or browser.
4. E-mail tip:  Use TinyURL or other favorite link reduction 

service to shrink the link .
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Instructors can make good use of persistent links in their online 
courses by linking directly to assigned readings.

Why would you want to link to VSU Library articles owned? In a 
word, “copyright!" Completion of the University System of 
Georgia (USG) Copyright Fair Use Checklist* is not required 
when submitting VSU licensed persistent links for library 
electronic reserves or in BlazeVIEW.

http://www.usg.edu/copyright/documents/fair_use_checklist.pdf
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Important note: Persistent links found in databases and put 
through the Anywhere Access Tool will only be accessible by VSU 
students, staff and faculty.  When off-campus, a properly 
constructed persistent link will lead to the Library’s Anywhere 
Access login screen, where the user will need to enter their VSU 
e-mail account name and password. When accessing BlazeView
from off-campus, students will need to enter their account name 
and password a second time. 
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There are many different ways to use persistent links. 

The main idea is that a properly created link will take you to an 
article-anytime, anywhere. *

Still have questions about persistent links?

*with your VSU e-mail account name and password, of course. 

For more information about persistent links return 
to the library’s web site for other tutorials or,

You can always “Ask a Librarian” – Live Chat,  
whenever you need help with persistent links or have 
other library resource questions.   

This presentation was modeled and based in part on the Florida Gulf Coast University 
Linking to Library Articles - Persistent Links Information.

http://www.valdosta.edu/library/learn/plink.shtml
https://www.valdosta.edu/library/ask.php
http://library.fgcu.edu/RSD/Guides/links/information.htm
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