POLS 3270 Public Opinion & Political Socialization

SUM 2007

Syllabus

Instructor:

Frank Ubhaus, Jr. (PhD PPA candidate)

E-mail: fubhaus@tds.net 


VSU Office: (912) 882-6573


Office: (912) 573-8146


Cell Phone: (912) 552-5310
Description: 

This course examines the origins, content, and impact of American public opinion. Inquiries focus on the affect of public opinion on democratic societies and stability, the value of scientific polling in the political arena, and the major elements of political socialization. The relevance of ideologies and demographics, at the micro and macro-level of political activity, are analyzed and evaluated. Specific topics of interest include the role of the family and society in political learning, the myth a polarized America, age, gender and racial differences in political socialization, the consequences of public opinion, and the influence of political opinion on elections as elements of popular control. 

Students use critical thinking methods when examining and evaluating research findings and authors’ opinions, and when developing analytical essays and research papers. Through these activities students are encouraged to think about public opinion and political socialization in a critical and analytical way.     

Class Schedule:

Class meets each Wednesday, from 5:30 PM to 10:15 PM, during the 8-week term—May 30 through July 18, 2007.

Course Texts:

Erikson, R.S., & Tedlin, K. L. (2007). American public opinion: Its origins, content, and impact. Updated 7th edition. Pearson/Longman: New York. ISBN: 0-321-43019-0

Fiorina, M.P. (2006). Culture war? The myth of a polarized America. 2nd edition. Pearson/Longman: New York ISBN: 0‑321-36606-9

Supplemental Material:


Handouts, Web Links, and information from alternate texts as needed

Links of Interest (electronic handout)

Library & Information Commons

http://www.library.appstate.edu/reference/subjectguides/polsoc.html
Course Requirements:

Each student will:

1. Prepare for every class—complete the readings and be prepared to discuss them.

2. Actively (and respectfully) participate in class discussions, presentations, and projects related to public opinion and political socialization and their implications in American politics.

3. Complete all class assignments when due.

4. In the event you cannot attend class, you will be required to prepare a two-page double-spaced presentation of the points you would have raised in class and provide some original insights (not just feedback from the readings), in addition to the Critical Analysis Discussion assignments.

5. Have an active e-mail account for corresponding with the instructor and for completing on-line exercises.

6. Submit assignments on hard copy and electronically -- flash drive or CD. 

7. Develop a term paper critically analyzing, criticizing, juxtaposing and commenting on readings and essays relevant to assigned readings. 

8. Have computer skills sufficient to navigate the Internet, e-mail attachments, communicate via e-mail, and manipulate Microsoft Office applications (Microsoft Word and PowerPoint as examples).

9. Write short essays responding to the week’s readings.

10. Lead weekly discussion of assigned readings.

Course Objectives / Desired Outcomes: By the end of the course, students will be able to:

1. Discuss micro and macro level opinions and their affects upon political socialization, democratic stability and popular control.   

2. Analyze and evaluate the implications of a set of research findings.

3. Discuss and evaluate the political implications of public opinion in democratic societies. 

4. Develop proper writing and research techniques for use in writing an academic paper.

5. Apply critical thinking techniques to opinions and statements that they see and hear around them.

6. Analyze controversial issues and views of and within American culture.

Students achieving these objectives will not only enhance their inclination toward direct or indirect participation in our political system, but also strengthen their academic and personal development.     

ACADEMIC POLICIES:

Attendance Policy

According to the Valdosta State University 2006-2007 undergraduate catalog (p.79), “A student who misses more than 20% of the scheduled classes of a course will be subject to receiving a failing grade in the course.”
PARTICIPATION is the KEY to your success in this class and participation is impossible if you are not present. Students should attend every class and submit work when it is due. 

Absences: 

1. Contact me in advance (minimum of 24 hours), if possible, of any absence. Make-up work will be given only if the absence is excused and providing (a) copy of military orders or command memo, (b) written memo from superior, or (c) a signed doctor's note as appropriate. 

2. Failure to discuss your absence, with me in advance (of the absence), or as soon as possible thereafter, and failure to provide me with written documentation of the excuse, will result in  (a) an “unexcused absence” (b) losing a chance to make-up work, and (c) losing class attendance points. Furthermore, class work will not be accepted, if you are unexcused, on the day, class work is due.

3. Your absence, on the day of your specific weekly critical analysis presentation / discussion, will result in an “F” for that assignment.

Tardy and Leaving Early:

1. You are expected to arrive on time and attend the class (for the entire period). Failure to do so will be counted as an absence at the discretion of the instructor. 

2. Emergencies are the exception provided the instructor receives an explanation as soon as possible. 

3. Leaving early, without a justifiable reason or without being excused by the instructor, constitutes an unexcused absence or a reduced class participation grade or both. I am a proponent of class participation and active learning and neither can take place if you leave early or decide not to attend.

Late Work

All assignments are due as designated and at the beginning of class. If you are absent (presuming absence is excused), you are expected to make every reasonable effort to provide the assignment to me at the time that it was due, but in no case more than one-week. 

Emergencies (medical et cetera) and official military duty are exceptions (with proper documentation). 

The penalties for late work: 


One-day late:


One letter-grade reduction


Two-days late:


Two-letter-grade reductions


Three or more-days late:

No credit for assignment(s)




Classroom Accommodations/ Modifications

Valdosta State University complies fully with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you believe you are covered under this Act, and if you have need for special arrangements to allow you to meet the requirements of this course, please contact personnel at the VSU Center at the Naval Submarine Base. The office will put you in contact with VSU’s Special Services Office. Furthermore, please discuss this situation with me at the first class meeting.

Classroom Behavior 

This course requires frequent classroom collaboration and discussion as we discuss and analyze (a) authors’ findings, (b) the affects of public opinion and political socialization on American democracy, and (c) controversial issues surrounding public opinion. With that said, there will obviously be varied and controvertible opinions and you are expected to maintain proper classroom etiquette, which includes respecting the opinion of others even if you disagree and not talking out of turn. Disrespectful and demeaning classroom behavior will not be tolerated and as such the offender(s) will be dismissed from the classroom. 

Additionally, the offender(s) will receive a 10-point deduction (minimum) in their Critical Analysis Discussion grade (considerate/respectful to others) with a maximum of class withdrawal for causing classroom disruption / disturbance. Pending the degree of disruption / disturbance, before you are allowed to return to class (if you were asked to leave because you caused any disruption / disturbance), you will need a signed letter from the VSU Director or Assistant Director verifying that the disturbance(s) will not continue. 

Eating and drinking in class is permitted if you (a) do not disturb the other students, and (b) deposit all your trash in the proper trash receptacles upon exiting the class. 

Please observe the smoking areas (if available) and parking areas, and comply with all rules of SUBASE, the building, and VSU.

Using cellular phones (including text messaging) and wearing hats in class is prohibited. Place cellular phones on vibrate during class time and if you receive a call take it outside the classroom. You will be asked to leave the class if you cannot adhere to these requests. 

Reading Assignments

All reading assignments will be completed in advance of their discussion in class. Each student should be prepared to summarize and analyze any reading upon my request. 
Plagiarism 

Plagiarism, intentional or unintentional is prohibited. Webster defines plagiarism as the stealing and passing off the ideas or words of another as one's own. The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA) 5th Edition (2002, p. 349) states: 

Psychologists do not claim the words and ideas of another as their own; they give credit where credit is due. Quotation marks should be used to indicate the exact words of another. ‘Each time’ you paraphrase another author (i.e., summarize a passage or rearrange the order of a sentence and change some of the words), you will need to credit the source in the text. 

Alleged violations involving plagiarism and other academic misconduct will be handled according to the procedure outlined in the Valdosta State University Student Handbook. See, also page 30 of the VSU Student Handbook (Appendix A, Student Code of Ethics, Section 1, Paragraph 4), and all other portions of the Code regulating all academic misconduct. Refer to Avoiding Plagiarism available online at http://www.valdosta.edu/pa/students/Plagiarism_in_the_MPA%20Program.doc
All papers are expected to be original work, not previously or simultaneously submitted for credit in another course. Such action will result in a “zero” for the assignment(s).
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Students will submit assignments electronically and in hard copy

Prior to First Class Session:


Read Erikson and Tedin: Chapters 1-2 and Fiorina: Chapters 1-2 


Instructor reserves the right to change assigned chapters as needed.


E-mail me at fubhaus@tds.net identifying your preferred e-mail address for class communications. 


Review  and print How to Evaluate Information Sources for future use.

Week 1 May 30:

Readings / Discussions / Activities:


Public opinion in democratic societies and Polling: The scientific assessment of public opinion



Erikson and Tedin: Chapters 1-2


Culture war and If America is not polarized, why do so many Americans think it is?



Fiorina: Chapters 1-2

Discuss class schedule

Discuss Syllabus

Establish course assignments, (a) Critical analysis essays, (b) research paper, and (c) final critique.  

Week 2 June 6:

Readings / Discussions / Activities:

Public opinion in democratic societies and Polling: The scientific assessment of public opinion



Erikson and Tedin: Chapters 1-2


Culture war and If America is not polarized, why do so many Americans think it is?



Fiorina: Chapters 1-2

Discuss / review syllabus and assignments

WEEK 3 June 13: 

Assignments Due:


Critical Analysis Discussion / Essay (from readings below)

Readings /Discussions / Activities:

Microlevel opinion: The psychology of opinion-holding 

Erikson and Tedin: Chapter 3

A 50:50 nation? Red and blue state people are not that different


Fiorina: Chapter 3

Discuss readings

Submit assignments

WEEK 4 June 20:

Assignments Due:


Critical Analysis Discussion / Essay (from readings below)

Readings / Discussions / Activities:


Macrolevel opinion: The flow of political sentiment




Erikson and Tedin: Chapter 4


Reconciling Micro and macro



Fiorina: Chapter 9


Discuss readings

Submit assignments

WEEK 5 June 27:

Assignments Due:


Critical Analysis Discussion / Essay (from readings below)

Readings / Discussions / Activities:

Political socialization and political learning



Erikson and Tedin: Chapter 5


How did it come to this and where do we go from here?



Fiorina: Chapter 10

Discuss readings

Submit assignments

WEEK 6 July 4:

Assignments Due:


Term paper


Critical Analysis Discussion / Essay (from readings below)

Discuss and review Final Critique assignment as needed
Distribute assignment for Final Critique

Readings / Discussions / Activities:


Public opinion and democratic stability



Erikson and Tedin: Chapter 6


The 2004 election and beyond



Fiorina: Chapter 8

Discuss readings

Submit assignments

WEEK 7 July 11:

Assignments Due:


Critical Analysis Discussion / Essay (from readings below)


Submit Final Critique

Readings / Discussions / Activities:


Group differences in political opinions



Erikson and Tedin: Chapter 7


A closer look at homosexuality



Fiorina: Chapter 6

Discuss readings


Submit assignments

WEEK 8 July 18:

Assignments Due:


Final Critique discussion


Critical Analysis Discussion / Essay (from readings below)


Instructor evaluation 

Readings / Discussions / Activities:


Elections as instruments of popular control



Erikson and Tedin: Chapter 9


Have electoral cleavages shifted?



Fiorina: Chapter 7

Discuss readings


Submit assignments

GRADING:

Course Grading: 

90% and over = A

80 - 89% = B

70 - 79% = C

65 - 69% = D

64% and below = F

Critical Analysis Essays
40%

Research Paper

30%

Final Critique

20%

Attendance

10%

Critical Analysis Discussion / Essays (40%)

Weekly class format will focus on critical analysis of assigned readings for the week. One student (as assigned) will take charge of developing questions and leading discussion for each weekly session. The questions will be e-mailed (to all students and myself) no later than the Tuesday before Wednesday’s class. At the beginning of each class, I will ask everyone to offer a brief comment, question, musing, et cetera that will serve to help orient the subsequent discussion. I will also offer my comments as needed to invite collaborative and critical learning and discussion. 

Students that are not in charge of leading the weekly discussion will write a short essay (two-pages, double spaced) responding to the week’s readings. The essay will include title and reference pages. Each essay will be intellectually motivated and analytical in nature using critical thinking methodologies. Additionally, the essays will engage the weekly readings by doing one or more of the following:

· Juxtaposing and commenting on alternative explanations for or approaches to a substantive topic

· Criticizing the methodologies used and proposing other strategies of research

· Analyzing the implications of a set of findings

· Suggesting a new question or hypotheses for research 

· Identifying similarities to or contrasts with the arguments or research in previous readings

The essential element in the essays is your own argument based upon critical thinking techniques. DO NOT simply summarize or recapitulate the arguments of the readings.

Term Paper (30%)

The paper will be 8-10 pages and use APA 5th edition writing format. Papers must be typed (word processor), double-spaced, and have 1” margins. 

Each student will submit a specific topic, research outline, and preference with a tentative reference list, as appropriate to each option (no topic needed for Options C, D, and E), no later than Week 3—June 12. 

Cited materials should generally be textbooks, scholarly journals, and conference and working papers, although citations of newspapers and periodicals may also be appropriate.

Option A: 

In consultation with me, you will select an important issue in contemporary American or comparative politics and examine public opinion regarding that issue, based on data from a recent survey (s) of the appropriate population (such as the National Elections Studies series, the General Social Survey, the Eurobarometer, or the World Values Survey). Your paper will also discuss previous findings of other researchers studying the issue.

Option B:

You will develop a Policy Position Paper (PPP) relevant to a current controversial issue found in existing literature or propose a new research project based upon a topic captured in our texts. You will use APA 5th edition format style and the Instructions for Writing Policy Position Papers handout in developing the papers. 

Option C: 

An Apathetic Public? Explaining the case of Monica Lewinsky.  You will, first,  briefly describe the dynamics associated with Clinton’s job approval during the Lewinsky scandal. Second provide a theoretically informed explanation for the movement of public opinion during the scandal period. Details will be discussed during Weeks 1 and 2.

Option D:

Presidential approval in the post 9/11 period. You will, first, briefly describe the dynamics in the approval rating in the post 9/11 period. Second,  you will provide a theoretically informed explanation for the dramatic increase in President Bush’s approval rating and subsequent decline. Details will be discussed during Weeks 1 and 2.

Option E:


Socialization Essay / Political Autobiography

Write an essay about the process of socialization, using you as an example, of where the theories we have discussed in class or in our readings do or do not work. In part this is a political autobiography of you, but as an example of the process of socialization. Discuss how you were socialized as a child and how the process has continued as you have gotten older. Some of the questions you might consider are the following: What were your earliest experiences of politics like? Were your parents political or not? How has their politics affected you? Have your views remained the same during your life, or have they changed? If so, how and why? You need to make specific references to the readings and other sources, using proper citation. Basically, I want you to discuss the process of socialization using yourself as a case study.

Your paper will be evaluated on (a) the quality and clarity of your argument, (b) your ability to provide evidence in support of your claims, (c) the general grammatical quality of the paper, and (d) your ability to adhere to APA 5th edition writing format. In addition to Items A-D, the policy position paper will be evaluated on the quality and clarity of (e) your alternate solutions/policies [including sub-elements], and (f) your recommendations [including sub-elements] as listed in the Instructions for Writing Policy Position Papers handout.  

Proper and accurate documentation of references and citations is essential toward avoiding plagiarism.  
Final Critique (20%)

In lieu of a Final Exam, after turning in research papers, each student will write a, 5-7 page, critique of all other students’ papers. The research papers will be distributed anonymously, Week 6,  to one’s fellow students. 

Areas of evaluation in the critique will include the student’s (a) quality and clarity of the argument, (b) ability to provide evidence in support of your claims, (c) grammatical quality (usage) within the paper, and (d) ability to adhere to APA 5th edition writing format (to include proper listing of references and proper documentation of citations).  You may include other areas of analyses and evaluation as appropriate.  

In addition to Items A-D, the policy position paper will be evaluated on the quality and clarity of (e) your alternate solutions/policies [including sub-elements], and (f) your recommendations [including sub-elements] as listed in the Instructions for Writing Policy Position Papers handout
Attendance (10%)

If you attend all classes, you will receive ten points toward your final grade. See Attendance Policy for details
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