Valdosta State University
HIST 4950: Senior Seminar
Prerequisite: HIST 3000 and senior standing
Semester Hours: 3

Course Description: A seminar focused on the Norman and Plantagenet monarchs of England from William I through Edward I and their contributions to the development of England as a modern national state. Students will be able to synthesize their knowledge and reinforce the skills they have acquired as history majors.

Course Competencies: 

Discuss the Norman Conquest and its influence on the feudal state in England.
Discuss the influence of the Angevins (Plantagenets) on the development of

jurisprudence, Parliament, and statute law.

Discuss the importance of the Crusades, the Black Death and the Hundred Years’ War



on England.


Discuss the conquest of Wales, Scotland, and Ireland by England.


Disuse the evolution of Britain as a national state  from Anglo-Saxon to Anglo-Norman to



English.
Course Overview: 

Class 1


History of England, Vol. I Chapter 4




The Struggle for Mastery, Chapters 1,2,3




Class 2


History of England, Vol. I Chapter 4




The Struggle for Mastery, Chapters 4,5,6

Class 3


History of England, Vol. I Chapter 5




The Struggle for Mastery, Chapter 7

Class 4


History of England, Vol. I Chapter 5




The Struggle for Mastery, Chapters 8,9,10

Class 5


History of England, Vol. I Chapter 5




The Struggle for Mastery, Chapters 11,12

Class 6


History of England, Vol. I Chapters 5,6




The Struggle for Mastery, Chapters 13,14

Class 7


History of England, Vol. I Chapter 6




The Struggle for Mastery, Chapters 15,16


Class 8


Final Examination
All other texts will be used in research papers, presentations, projects, and the book report

assigned during the course and should be read n conjunction with the text I the Course Overview.  
Course Content:

Norman England - From the Conquest through the reign of William I

Norman England - William II and Henry I


Norman England - Empress Matilda and King Stephen 

Angevin/Plantagenet England - Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine

Angevin/Plantagenet England - Richard I and the Third Crusade


Angevin/Plantagenet England - John I and Henry III


Angevin/Plantagenet England - Edward I

Method of Instruction:

Lecture, discussion, videos, papers, presentations, projects, and book report.
Text: Roberts, Roberts and Bisson. A History of England: Volume I- Prehistory to 1714.


   Fourth Edition. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 2002.

          Barber, Richard. Henry Plantagenet. Boydell Press, 2003.
          David Carpenter. The Struggle for Mastery The Penguin History of Britain 1066-1284. 
                 Penguin Books, 2005.

          Danny Danziger; John Gillingham.  1215  The Year of Magna Carta. Touchstone Books, 

                  2005.
          Amy Kelley. Eleanor of Aquitaine and the Four Kings. Harvard University Press, 1991.

          Nigel Saul. The Oxford Illustrated History of Medieval England. Oxford University,

                   2001.
            Turabian, Kate. A Manual for Writers. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996.

Evaluation: 

Class Attendance………………………….10%


Papers, Presentations and Projects……..50%

Book Report……………………................10% 

Final Examination………………………….30%

Course Requirements: Students are expected to complete all reading assignments prior to class meetings and be prepared to discuss these in class.


Each student will be required to complete five papers, one book report (Eleanor of Aquitaine and the Four Kings), oral presentations, a genealogy of a person assigned by the instructor, sundry projects and a final examination.
Examinations: All examinations are objective and examination questions will come from the texts, class lectures, videos, student presentations and reports.


The student must take the announced examination at the scheduled time. If, for any reason, a student finds that he/she will be unable to take the examination at the scheduled time, he/she must notify the instructor, in advance if possible, and must make alternative arrangements. A student will not be allowed to take a make-up examination unless an excused absence is presented to the instructor upon return to class. Unauthorized absences from scheduled assignments will result in a zero for the assignment.


Students observed cheating will be given a zero on the examination in question and an F in the course. Plagiarism is a felony and will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for the assignment.  See the Student Code of Ethics on-line.
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. Excused absences include a copy of TAD orders, Duty Roster, SIQ chit, medical excuse or proof of emergency and must be presented to the instructor upon return to class. If a student misses more than two classes, “WF” will be assigned for the course (“WF” is equivalent to an “F.”). See VSU Undergraduate Bulletin.
Grading: A = 90 – 100; B = 80 – 89; C = 70 – 79; D = 65 – 69; F = 64 and below.

Dress Code: NO hats.
ADA: Valdosta State University wishes to comply fully with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you believe you are covered under this act, and if you need special arrangements to allow you to meet the requirements of this course, please contact the VSU Center at Kings Bay and they will put you in contact with VSU’s Special Services Office.
Course Instructor: Gwendolyn S. Edenfield-Wilson

E-mail Address: gedenfield@valdosta.edu      
 

