Valdosta State University
HIST 3000: Study of History

Prerequisite: ENGL 1101 or HIST 1102; 9 semester hours from HIST 1011, HIST 1012, 

HIST 1013, HIST 2111, HIST 2112; declaration of a major in history

Semester Hours: 3

Course Description:  An overview of the study of history, with emphasis on historiography and historical methods. This is a gateway course for all history majors.
Course Competencies: 

Discuss how historians operate and the tools they use

Be able to gather data and convert into a written work

Be able to document research for a written work


Be able to do a numismatic interpretation project


Be able to do an archive service project


Develop oral interpretation/presentations skills

Develop constructive discussion skills over historical issues


Develop critical thinking skills
Course Overview:


Class 1

Overview of course, discuss Turabian book

Class 2

Discuss conception of plan for Operation Overlord, Exam over





A Manuel for Writers, the syllabus and course overview

Class 3

Discuss D-Day Operation Overlord, Numismatic project due




Class 4

Discuss Cotentin to Operation Cobra, Archive service project due


Class 5

Discuss Operation Cobra and the Breakout, Book review due




Class 6

Discuss the Brittany campaign and the Falaise Pocket, Book review due

Class 7

Discuss Closing the Falaise Gap and Liberation of Paris, Research





paper due

Class 8

Oral Presentations and Final Examination


Content Course: 


The theme of this course is Operation Overlord and the Battle of Normandy during World War II. The course begins with the conception of the plan for Operation Overlord, continues with the battle of Normandy and ends with the Liberation of Paris. 
Method of Instruction:

Lecture, discussion, videos, oral reports, group presentations, field trips, research paper

Required Books:
Turabian, Kate. A Manual for Writers. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996.
Ambrose, Stephen E. D-Day June 6, 1944, The Climatic Battle of World War II. 

New York: Simon & Schuster, 1995.

Blumenson, Martin. The Battle of the Generals: The Untold Story of the Falaise 


Pocket,  the Campaign That Should Have Won World War II. New York:

William Morrow & Company, 1995. 
Blumenson, Martin. The Duel for France, 1944 : The Men and the Battles that 


Changed the Fate of Europe. New York: Da Capo Press, 2000.
Keegan, John. Six Armies in Normandy. New York: Penguin Books, 1994.

Yenne, Bill. Operation COBRA and the Great Offensive: Sixty Days that Changed 


The Course of World War II. New York: Pocket Books, 2004.  

Evaluation: 

Class Attendance………………………….10%


Class Discussions…………………………10%


Presentations & Reports………………….15%


Book Reviews..…………………………….10%


Research Paper……………………………25%

Final Examination………………………….30%

Course Requirements: Students are expected to complete all reading assignments prior to class meetings and be prepared to discuss these in class.


Each student will be required to complete several oral presentations, two book reviews, one research paper, and a final examination. 
Examinations: All examinations are objective and examination questions will come from the required readings, class lectures, videos, oral/group reports, field trips, i.e. everything read, discussed, or viewed during the course.

The student must turn in all announced assignments at the scheduled time. If, for any reason, a student finds that he/she will be unable to turn in work at the scheduled time, he/she must notify the instructor, in advance if possible, and must make alternative arrangements. A student will not be allowed to do make-up assignments unless an excused absence is presented to the instructor upon return to class. Unauthorized absences from scheduled assignments will result in a zero for the assignment. In order to pass this course, you must complete all the required assignments and turn them in on the date they are due. Failure to do so will result in an automatic “F” for a final grade in this course.

Academic dishonesty or academic theft will result in an F for the course. See the Student Code of Ethics on-line.
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. Excused absences include a copy of TAD orders, Duty Roster, SIQ chit, medical excuse or proof of emergency and must be presented to the instructor upon return to class. If a student misses more than two classes, “F” will be assigned for the course. See VSU Undergraduate Bulletin.
Grading: A 100-92, B 91-81, C 80-70, D 69-65, F 65-0

Dress Code: NO hats.

ADA: Valdosta State University wishes to comply fully with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you believe you are covered under this act, and if you need special arrangements to allow you to meet the requirements of this course, please contact the VSU Center at Kings Bay and they will put you in contact with VSU’s Special Services Office.
Course Instructor: Gwendolyn S. Edenfield

e-mail address: gedenfield@valdosta.edu      
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