
Valdosta State University

History 2112-American History II-Syllabus

Kings Bay Campus

I. Course Description-- 
This course is a survey of major political, economic, social, and cultural developments in the United States through reconstruction and The New South ending with The Age of Globalization. 

II. Textbook- 
Brinkly, Alan. The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People. Volume II: to 2006.

III. Course Administration:
VSU Center at Kings Bay

Mr. Richard Gilboy, Director

(912) 673-5824

Course Instructor

Mr. Timothy O. Morris

(912) 882-8191 (work)

Monday-Friday 6:00 am-4:00 pm

(912) 617-7442 (cell)

*Any time before 9:00 pm

IV. Course Outline

Week 1:   Reconstruction and the New South-15


      The Conquest of the Far West-16


      Industrial Supremacy-17

Week 2:   The Age of the City-18


      From Stalemate to Crisis-19


      The Imperial Republic-20

Week 3:   The Rise of Progressivism-21


      The Battle for National Reform-22


      America and the Great War-23

Week 4:   Mid-Term Examination

      The New Era-24


      The Great Depression-25


      The New Deal-26

Week 5:   The Global Crisis, (1921-1941)-27

      America in a World at War-28


      The Cold War-29

Week 6:   The Affluent Society-30


      The Ordeal of Liberalism-31


      The Crisis of Authority-32

Week 7:   From “The Age of Limits” to the Age of Reagan-33


      The Age of Globalization-34

Week 8:   Final Examination and Book Reports Due! 

V. Method of Instruction:
Instruction will be conducted using lectures with ample time allowed for discussion of topics relevant to the direction of the course. Class discussion will be encouraged to compare events in past history to events in the Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries.

VI. Evaluation:

Your grade will be tallied on the following criteria using the grading scale that is listed below:

Attendance
10%

Article Summaries
10%

Quizzes (as needed)
10%

Book Report
20%

Mid-Term Exam
25%

Final Exam
25%

Grading Scale:

A- 90-99

B- 80-89

C- 70-79

D- 65-69

F-Below 65

VII. Administrative Procedures

1. Examinations:

The mid-term examination will be given as a take home assignment that will be due the week of the course. The final examination will be given in class on the last night of regularly scheduled meeting and will offer a combination of identification, short answer, and discussion type questions over material discussed in class.
Students will take all announced exams and quizzes at the time they are given. QUIZZES CAN NOT BE MADE UP! If, for any reason, you cannot take the exam, notify the instructor as soon as possible to make other arrangements in taking the exam at the earliest convenience.

Unauthorized absences from scheduled tests will result in a “0” for that examination.

2. Attendance Policy:

Attendance is important. Students are required to attend all classes and stay in attendance as long as class is being held with exception. In the event of personal emergency, notify the instructor about the problem and situation. If you leave class early, it is considered an absence.
For any missed classes, please check with the instructor for what was missed. Only “excused absences” allow a student to make up missing work.

Military Duty: Absences due to military duty must be covered by a memo from proper supervisors. Word of mouth or messages left over the phone fail to satisfy this requirement.

Ten Percent of the overall course grade will be calculated from the attendance records. For perfect attendance, a student will receive a grade of “A” or 100 points towards their final grade. Students are allowed ONE excused absence per 8 week term. A second absence requires proof of an emergency, sickness, TAD orders, etc. If a student misses more that TWO classes, a “W” or an “F” will be assigned for the course.
3. Incompletes:

An INCOMPLETE (“I”) as an alternative grade for course work left unfinished cannot be granted on the single intention of the course instructor. ALL INCOMPLETES are assigned with the approval of the Site Director.

VIII. Student Responsibility

It remains the student’s responsibility to become knowledgeable of the Administrative Procedures that will be observed in the class and established by the University. This is especially true in regards to dropping courses and withdrawing from the College. The timing of withdraws, in order to avoid academic penalty, is the responsibility of the student.
UNIVERSITY COMPLIES WITH AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA). Valdosta State University wishes to comply fully with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you believe that you are covered under this act and if you have need for special arrangements to allow you to meet the requirements of this course, please contact the personnel at the VSU center at the Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay. These individuals will put you in contact with VSU’s Special Services Office. Also, please discuss this with the instructor at the time of the first class.
*ALL INNAPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR WILL RESULT IN AN “F” IN THE CLASS AND NO QUESTIONS ASKED!!
IX. Cheating

Cheating of any form will results in the student receiving a letter grade of “F” and a letter reporting the incident to the President of the college, your advisor, and to the Dean of our field of study.

EVALUATION GUIDELINES
Nearly one-half of your course grade, 40%, will be determined from work outside of class. The following guidelines have been prepared to assist you in meeting the Evaluation Criteria mentioned in your syllabus.

I. WEEKLY QUIZZES:  Students are required to stay currant with each week’s reading assignment and past lectures in class. Five (5) quizzes will be given throughout the remaining 7 weeks of the course.
II. ARTICLE SUMMARIES:  To better promote the timely importance of History, and how history sheds light on contemporary issues, students are required to complete seven (7) articles summaries due each week through the remainder of the course.

You should follow your own interest as you select your articles. They can be found throughout the print media-weekly/monthly periodicals. Each week a summary is due. Late summaries will not be accepted.
Forms to use in completing this assignment as well as an example to follow are attached. Combined, these summaries will account for 10% of the student’s overall grade.
III. BOOK REVIEW:  All students in History 2111 are required to read a minimum of 250 pages of United States and/or Georgia History beyond the reading of the textbook. This will be satisfied by completion of a Book Review due the Eighth week of the course. Books that are selected must contain footnotes and bibliography or be referenced to their sources of information.

Pursue the Suggested Reading section following each chapter to learn of books that meet our particular interests. Should a title or selection be difficult to locate, please don’t fail to ask for assistance. Start early and enjoy your assignment.

MAKE NOTE:  Book selections should conform to the time span covered within this course. Failure to do so will result in the loss of one letter grade on your completed assignment. This assignment will account for 20% of the student’s overall grade. Use the following format to complete your Book Review.
INTRODUCTION:  Why did you select your book? Provide direction you will follow as well as the book’s title and author in this brief opening statement. Your introduction should be 5 to 7 sentences in length.
AUTHOR:  Discuss the author and his or her credentials. Why is he or she an expert in his or her field of endeavor? What is his or her education and current assignment? What other works and awards is he or she noted for?
THESIS:  What is the book about and what is the author’s point of view? Summarize the key events that make up your reading and explain how the author’s ideas are woven through the book’s context. Adequate commentary might take more than a single paragraph.

This section of the review is not meant to be a chapter by chapter summary of what you have read. Identify and analyze the author’s point of view and move to the next topic.

SOURCES:  Analyze the book’s sources of information and illustrate what they are. Did the author rely on primary or secondary sources? How well did he use this information? Explain whether the author demonstrates the skill of a concert violinist or the awkwardness of a clumsy dentist?
OPINION:  Did you like the book? Why or why not? Assail the author for his/her shortcomings or praise him/her for their brilliance. What was the book’s impression upon you? Discuss your knowledge about the subject before and after reading your book.
CONCLUSION:  Summarize your report. Bring together the main ideas discussed in the body of your paper. Be sure to illustrate how your topic is an important milestone in American History.
Page 4 of 5

