
Valdosta State University – Kings Bay Center 

ANTH 3020--Culture and Personality 

SYLLABUS 

2008 Fall Term A 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR: Mrs. Carolyn Rock 

   Home Phone: 729-4829 

   Cell Phone: 904-738-2908 

   Email:  cjrock@tds.net 

 

CREDIT HOURS: 3 

CLASS TIME: Fridays 5:30-10:15; Saturdays 9am-3pm 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A cross-cultural survey of the relationship between culture and 

personality. Attention is directed to the interplay of cultural and social variables in the 

development of identity. Specific foci include human development, mental illness, and individual 

adaptation to social change. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:   
The Anthropology of Self and Behavior, by Gerald M. Erchak 

Patterns of Culture, by Ruth Benedict 
  

COURSE OUTLINE and SCHEDULE OF TOPICS:      Make sure these chapters 

             are read by the designated date. 

Day Topic  Erchak 

Chapter 

Benedict Online 

8/29 Orientation. Overview and basic concepts. 

Adaptation and the Cultural Construction of the Person.  

   

8/30 Socialization: The Formation of the Self in Culture. Quiz 1.    

9/12  Gender, Culture, and Sex 

Take-home test due. Presentation 1 due. 

1-3 
(p.1-88) 

2 (p.21-44); 

4 (57-114); 

5 (p.130-48 

only) 

Selected 

readings 

9/13 Modal Personality: Normality, and Deviance 

Presentation 1 due. Quiz 2. 

   

9/26 Disorder: Mental and Behavioral 

Take-home test due. Presentation 2 due. 

4-6 
(p.89-180) 

6 (p.173-9, 

182-5, 189-90 

8 (p.254-65+) 

Selected 

readings 

9/27 The Thinking, Feeling Self Quiz 3. 

Presentation 2 due.  

Research paper due on October 3. 

   

 

EVALUATION GUIDELINES: 

A standard grading scale will be used: 

90-100  A  60-69       D 

80-89 B  Below 60   F 

70-79 C 

mailto:cjrock@tds.net


Your grade will be based on the following criteria:  

2 Presentations  28%  

2 Take-home tests  28% 

3 Quizzes   30% 

1 Research paper  14% 

 

Specific instructions for the presentations and research paper will be handed out in class. 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Students are required to attend all classes and stay in 

attendance as long as class is being held without exception. In the event of personal emergency, 

notify the instructor about the problem and situation. Students are allowed one unexcused 

absence per 8-week term. A second absence requires proof of emergency, sickness, TAD orders 

etc. If a student misses more than 2 classes, a W or F will be assigned. 

 Perfect attendance up to the second quiz will earn 5 points extra on the quiz. Perfect 

attendance from the second to the final quiz will earn 5 points extra credit on the quiz. Classes 

will start promptly and you are expected to remain for the entire class. If you leave early, it is 

considered an absence. Also, excessive tardiness could result in a lower grade. Questions and 

discussion in class are encouraged; active participation will be favorably considered in the 

outcome of your final grade, especially in borderline cases. 

 

BALL CAPS etc.:  Ball caps, chewing tobacco, snuff and smoking are prohibited in class. 

FOOD AND DRINKS:  must be properly disposed of when you leave class. Violations of this 

rule will result in food and drinks being totally prohibited in class. 

 

CLASS FORMAT:  Lectures with discussion of reading assignments. In-class projects. 

Occasional videos. 

 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY: 

It is the student’s responsibility to know the administrative procedures established by the 

University that will be observed in this class. This is especially important regarding dropping or 

withdrawing from courses of instruction. Students must adhere to deadlines for drops and 

withdrawals in order to avoid academic and financial penalties. 

 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: 

Valdosta State University complies fully with the requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA). If you believe that you are covered under this act, and if you have need 

for special arrangements to allow you to meet the requirements of this course, please contact the 

personnel at the VSU Center at Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay. The office will put you in 

contact with VSU’s Access Office. Also, please discuss this with the instructor at the first class 

meeting. 


