
Early Judaism

Menorahs and the Ark of the Covenant, 
Jewish catacomb, Villa Torlonia, 
Rome 3rd century



Dome of the rock







ÅChristians see the area as 

sacred-believed to be the 

site where man is created 

and where Abraham is told 

to sacrifice Isaac

ÅJews see the area as sacred-

believe the site of Solomon's 

temple.

ÅThe Muslims see the area as 

sacred-believe the area is 

where Muhammad ascends 

to heaven



Early Christian

30-337ad



Dura-Europos







Drawing of the Christian community 

house, Dur-Europus



Via Appia



Early Christian Era 30-6th ad century

Culture: Constantine,Western Europe: List of his accomplishments 1-4

Characteristics of painting/sculpture: Catacombs

1. Shading-objects are strongly anchored to the ground

2. Naturalism

3. Use of symbols/attributes

4. Use of drapery

5. Limited amount of sculpture made in this era

Characteristics of architecture: Old St. Peters

1. Christian building format established:

a. Roman Basilicas(West)-this plan is also known as longitudial or cruciform 

b. Central plan (East)

2. Plain on the exterior- decorative in interior



St. Callixtus, 

Rome


