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PADM 7090, POLICY ANALYSIS
Professor Burton K. BrightPRIVATE 

Fall 2005                                      
(work) 912-673-8524

Kings Bay NSB
(home) 904-261-0241

bbright@valdosta.edu
bbright@net-magic.net 
Text:
Patton, C. V. and Sawicki, D. S. (1993). Basic methods of policy analysis & planning, 2nd ed.  Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:  Prentice‑Hall, 1993. ISBN: 0-13-060948
Course Requirements:  Each student will complete two take‑home examinations.  Each examination should take only a few hours to complete, and they must be turned in on time.  If a student will not be in class when the exam(s) is(are) due, he or she must either turn the exam in to the VSU Center at Kings Bay NSB, or must mail it to the instructor at VSU, with a   postmark dated no later than the due date of the exam(s).

       In addition to the examinations, students will complete five cases as members of a group.  The class will be divided into five groups; each group will be responsible for preparing a written response for each case, and will also be responsible for presenting one case in class.  Detailed instructions on the cases will be provided at the first class meeting.

Expected Outcomes of the Coursetc  \l 1 "Expected Outcomes of the Course"
By the end of the course, students are expected to:

1. Be able to explain theories, mechanics, and application of policy analysis to the field of public administration.  Specifically, we will examine important issues that make policy analysis perplexing and difficult, in the planning, design, implementation, and evaluation of public policies.  

2.  Demonstrate the ability to identify and apply the role of appropriate methodological procedures to explain and draw reasonable conclusions from statistical and other information in a public policy context.   

3.  Be able to explain clearly the basic steps used in applied policy analysis in the public sector, as well as the linkages between the steps in effective policy analysis.

4.  Display a working knowledge in written examination of the important distinctions, as well as similarities, between policy analysis systems in the private and public sectors.

5.  Successfully analyze and explain the major issues described in the cases of public sector policy analysis at they relate to planning and execution of public programs at federal, state, and local levels.

6.  Be able to explain the several key ethical, economic, political, and legal considerations that impact on modern public policy analysis.
 

Grading:  Grades will be determined as follows:

          Examinations:            30% (15% each)

          Cases:                   55%
          Participation:           15%


Any student missing more than one session must complete an extra assignment to be given credit for class participation. Unless other arrangements are made in advance, or the student can provide evidence of a bona fide emergency, material handed in late will be reduced by one letter grade.

DATES FOR THIS COURSE 2005:

Reading Assignments: Note that there are 9 sessions Friday PM, Saturday Am and Saturday PM for all 3 weekends.
                       Reading Assignments
Session 1 PM:  The Field of Policy Analysis



A. Patton & Sawicki, Chpts. 1,2.

Session 2 AM:  Identifying and Defining Problems



A. Patton & Sawicki, Chpts. 3,4.

Session 3 PM:  Evaluation Criteria



A. Patton & Sawicki, Chpt. 5.

Session 4 PM: Developing & Presenting Alternatives



A. Patton & Sawicki, Chpt. 6.

Session 5 AM: Choosing the "Best" Solution



A. Patton & Sawicki, Chpts. 7,8.

Session 6 PM: Implementation and Evaluation



A. Patton & Sawicki, Chpt. 9.

The final three sessions will be devoted to case presentations.  All of the cases are found in your text.  Specific assignments concerning these cases will be made the first class meeting.  While it may prove useful to read the instructions for the cases in the text, your specific instructions may differ from those.

Session 7 PM: Identifying Problems: Case Studies



A. Public-private development: Underground Atlanta



B. Emergency aid for home fuel: Developing an allocation formula

Session 8 AM:  Developing Alternatives: Case Studies



A. Solid‑waste collection methods



B. A tax on paper diapers

Session 9 PM:  Applying the Policy Model

A. Campus parking policies
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