Center for International Programs

Valdosta State University


SEVIS I-901 Fee Payment Instructions
The U.S government starting September 1, 2004 requires students and exchange visitors to pay a SEVIS fee in order to qualify for a non-immigrant F or J visa for an initial entry to begin a program of study in the U.S. Proof of SEVIS fee payment is required before a student can apply for a visa to begin a new program of study . A student will use the I-20 issued by the school where they intend to study in order to pay the fee on-line via the following website, http://www.FMJfee.com. The student should print the receipt and bring it to the consulate interview as proof of payment in order to be qualified for the F-1 visa. 
Please visit the following websites for more detailed information about the SEVIS fee and payment options; http://www.ice.gov/graphics/sevis/i901/faq.htm or www.cafss.nafsa.org/SEVISFee/SEVIS_Fee_QA_general.htm Canadian & Bermuda citizens, who are not required to have an F-1 visa, must pay the SEVIS fee and show proof of payment in order to qualify for admission at the Port of Entry. 
What is the SEVIS fee? 

From the time it was originally mandated in 1996, SEVIS, the international student tracking system, was required to be financed by a fee levied on international students. For the purposes of Georgia Tech F-1 students and J-1 students & exchange visitors (EV), the fee is $100.
Must new students and EVs pay the fee? 

All new F-1/J-1s whose SEVIS record was created on or after September 1, 2004 must pay the SEVIS fee before applying for a visa, or entering the U.S. in the case of students/ EVs from Canada or Bermuda, who do not require F-1 or J-1 visas.
How much is the fee?
	For students (F-1, F-3, M-1, or M-3)
	$100

	For spouses and dependent children (F-2, M-2, or J-2) of students or exchange visitors
	None

	For exchange visitors (J-1) unless participating in:
	$100

	Federally sponsored exchange visitor program (program codes start with G-1, G-2, or G-3)
	None


When do prospective students or exchange visitors pay the SEVIS fee?
· Applicants who require a visa to enter the United States must pay the SEVIS fee before going to the U.S. embassy or consulate for their visa interview. The fee must be paid and processed at least three business days before going to the consulate to get a visa. 

· Applicants who are citizens of Canada, Bermuda, Bahamas and residents of certain other islands (see 8 CFR 212.1a) wishing to apply for F-1, F-3, M-1, M-3, or J-1 status at a Port of Entry into the United States must pay and process the SEVIS fee before appearing at the Port of Entry.

· Nonimmigrants currently in the United States who apply for student or exchange visitor status must pay the fee prior to filing their change of status application.
When must the fee be paid? 
1. If a visa is required:
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The fee must be paid and processed at least three business days before going to the consulate to get a visa.

(2) If a visa is NOT required because (i) the student/ EV is a national of Canada or Bermuda, or (ii) the student/ EV has a current visa but has had a break in their status as described above:
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The fee must be paid before attempting to enter the U.S.

How is the fee paid? 

Currently there are two options:

(1) Pay on-line at www.FMJFee.com

(2) Complete form I-901 and send it with a $100 check drawn on a U.S. bank to the address on the form I-901. This takes 4-6 weeks to receive the receipt.

There are plans for more options in the future including:
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paying in local currency at a Western Union.
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paying at the consulate.

(3) Payment by Western Union –Quick Pay Service (see attached instructions)
How will the payment be verified?
The payment will be recorded in the SEVIS system. However, it is recommended that the paper I-797 or the Internet generated receipt be brought to the visa interview.

DHS will issue an official paper receipt (I-797) for every payment received.

Individuals who file electronically will be able to print an electronic receipt immediately at the time of payment.

Individuals may request Express delivery service for the I-797 receipt at an additional cost of $30.

What advice can be offered for those who must pay the SEVIS fee? 
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Pay the fee on the I-20 from the school you will attend.
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Pay the fee on-line if possible, and print out the receipt.
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Take a paper receipt of the fee to the consulate and port-of-entry.
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Pay the fee as soon as possible.
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DO NOT apply for an F-1 or J-1 visa if you are subject to the SEVIS fee and you have not paid the fee.

For more information contact International Student Advisor at ibmcclel@valdosta.edu. 
