CONSTITUTION OF THE VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY

HONORS STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Revised October 15, 2009

Article I – Name

The name of this organization shall be the Honors Student Association of Valdosta State University.

Article II – Purpose

It is the purpose of the Honors Student Association of Valdosta State University to:

1. promote the prestige of the Honors Program throughout the campus

2. promote a sense of unity among Honors students and to inform them of their responsibilities as students in the Honors Program

3. act as liaison between the Honors Advisory Committee and the Honors students; also work with the Honors Advisory Committee for improvements in the Honors Program

4. evaluate the Honors Program Association in terms of its success and failure in its efforts to reach its stated goals

5. represent all students currently enrolled in the Honors Program

Article III – Membership



Membership is the HSA of Valdosta State University shall be open to all 

students who are members of the Honors Program at Valdosta State 


University.

Article IV – Officers

Section 1:
Officers shall be the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Public Relations Officer, Community Service Coordinator, Freshman Board Adviser, and Undergraduate Research Coordinator.

Section 2:
The President shall preside over the meetings, appoint chairpersons of committees, and enforce the constitution. He or she shall not have the power to vote, except in the case of a tie. The President is a member of the Honors Advisory Committee.

Section 3:
The Vice-President shall preside in the absence of the President, upon the order of the President, or in the event that the office of the President is vacated. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall represent the HSA at meetings of the Honors Advisory Committee. The Vice-President ensures the responsibilities of the Executive Committee are being fulfilled.

Section 4:
The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping accurate records of all meetings including records of attendance, shall conduct any official correspondence, shall be responsible for the proper recording of all amendments to this constitution, shall maintain all Bylaws. The Secretary shall also keep a record of Honors Student Association membership for each fiscal year.

Section 5: 
The Treasurer shall be responsible for collecting dues from HSA members, maintaining accurate financial records, and distributing Honors Student Association funds as allocated by the Executive Committee.

Section 6: 
The Public Relations Officer shall be responsible for documentation of all events sponsored by the Honors Program. Additionally, they will be responsible for maintaining all forms of media advertising all Honors Student Association sponsored events to the community.

Section 7: 
The Community Service Coordinator shall be responsible for organizing at least two community service events per semester. 

Section 8: 
The Freshmen Board Adviser shall assist in relations between freshmen and other Honors Student Association members.  The Freshmen Board Adviser shall also help the freshmen acclimate to collegiate life including the Honors Student Association. 

Section 9: 
The Undergraduate Research Coordinator shall be responsible for notifying members of research opportunities, dates, and requirements. They shall act as a guide to the students throughout the research and presentation process. They should be knowledgeable in formal research methods. 

Article V – Executive committee

The Executive Committee shall consist of all the executive officers and class representatives

i. There shall be at least two representatives per class.

ii. The Executive Officers reserve the right to set the number of 
representative positions available.

The Executive Committee shall be responsible for: 



1.
Creating an agenda for and scheduling all meetings. 



2.
Working together for the fulfillment of all officer's 





responsibilities.



3.
Drafting amendments and overseeing the ratification process.



4.
Overseeing elections

Article V – Elections

Section 1:
Elections shall be held at the last regularly scheduled meeting of the Spring Semester of Valdosta State University, with the exception of the Freshmen Executive Committee Members, who will be elected in the Fall.

Section 2:
Executive Committee Members shall serve a term of one fiscal year. The fiscal year of the Honors Student Association shall begin at the close of spring semester. 

Section 3:
Executive Committee Member  shall be elected from and by the membership of the Honors Student Association of Valdosta State University.

Article VI – Attendance

Section 1:
There will be a minimum of one mandatory meeting per month of the Honors Student Association. Members of the HSA will be allowed one absence per semester. Excuses shall be based on school policy, or as the President of the HSA deems adequate.  

Section 2:
Membership shall be given adequate notice of time, day, and place of meeting prior to the meeting.

Section 3: 
Each member of the Honors Student Association shall be required to complete a minimum of four hours of community service per semester.

Section 4: 
Anyone who does not fulfill their responsibilities as members of the Honors Student Association shall be put on a probationary period as determined by the executive committee during which they will lose voting rights.

Article VII – Dues



Dues for member of the HSA shall be $30.00 annually.

Article VIII – Amendments



This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote by members of the Honors Student Association. This amendment proposal shall be introduced at a regular meeting and voted on no sooner that the next regularly-scheduled meeting of the HSA. 

Article IX – Graduate and Alumni Membership



Any graduate student or alumni of the Honors Student Association will be allowed to be a member or to remain a member but only with non-voting status after notifying the President.

