Marburger “Ami”s Root for Obama

A Television Broadcast becomes a Big Party & an Emotional Moment
Marburg.  It’s a special day for U.S. Americans, even those here in Marburg.  Many of the 177 US citizens that live here in the University City are following the inauguration of Barack Obama on screen, far away from home.  Yesterday evening, Emily Slater & Hartmut Hesse hosted a particularly lively party, and the Marburger Neue Zeitung was there. 


Shortly after 6pm (German Time/ Noon EST), Day One of what many Americans view as the real New Year:  Cheers and applause surged out of the apartment of Emily Slater & Hartmut Hesse.  Barack Obama had just sworn his oath and is now the 44th President of the United States.  The mood of those present moved between euphoric and deeply emotional.  

“I am, for the first time, proud of a President,” said Emily Slater

“I howled,” Hartmut later said, quiet frankly.  Again and again the seven American women and three German husbands clapped during Obama’s speech.  “Woohoo! Yes we can!” 13 year-old Sammy Herrmann called out to Obama.  The adults laugh. 

“That was a very special ceremony.  The atmosphere was so friendly and full of hope,” said Lori Herrman.  Well-known feelings welled up in Cheryl Hornung:  “I experienced the swearing in of John F. Kennedy as a 14 year-old.  Today I felt just like I did back then.”  

Pride and Hope are the buzzwords for the evening.  “I am, for the first time, proud of a President.  I’ve waited a long time for that,” said Emily Slater.  There was, however, less pride for George W. Bush.  “Go, go,” called the crowd at the TV, as Bush boarded the helicopter and flew away. 

As the national anthem was sung on the steps of the Capitol in Washington, these ladies sang along. 

Earlier in the afternoon, Kristopher Riggs – an exchange student here in Marburg – had a conversation with the Marburger Neue Zeitung: “It’s a feeling that I personally have never felt.  There’s never been anything like it since Martin Luther King and John F. Kennedy.”  Riggs has lived in Marburg for the past 8 years.  One of the American students in Marburg is Jake Newsome from Valdosta in the Federal State of Georgia.  He was “extremely excited about this day.” 

The 21 year-old history student just voted for his first time:  “Finally, I had an actual Voice and it was good that Obama pulled it off.”  Riggs was also glad that he was able to take part in this occasion.  

“In some ways Barack Obama is more of a symbol for the rest of the world, than to us Americans.  But, he has ensured that the American People can once again believe in the American Dream,” said Newsome. 

*Caption for top picture:  “Showing Flags:  American citizens in Marburg celebrate the inauguration of Barack Obama.  There was, of course, sweet potato pie, the new President’s favorite pie. 

* Caption for bottom picture: “Confident Obama Supporter: In his student dorm in Marburg, Jake Newsome follows the inauguration of Barack Obama on the Internet.  He’s already read the TIME magazine about the new American President.  
