GCHC Program


SESSION  I:  10:00 – 11:00
Concurrent Presentations
Executive Dining Room:  Rewriting Shakespeare 

Moderator: Tim Sadenwasser
Robert Connolly

Augusta State University

Workshop: The Most Lamentable Tragedy of Titus Andronicus

Deceit, betrayal, rape, dismemberment, infanticide, homicide, revenge, and pie-baking. I will be presenting a DVD presentation with selected scenes from William Shakespeare’s The Most Lamentable Tragedy of Titus Andronicus modernized into a gangster-style film. There will be a three-minute summary prior to the 22-minute film. 
****Disclaimer: Intended for a mature audience. Viewer discretion is advised.****
G.W. Hitchcock, II

Augusta State University

Adapting Shakespeare's Othello

William Shakespeare’s Othello, The Moor of Venice, is a play about race, but it is also about so much more. By examining contemporary accounts of the play and Elizabethan ideas of race and society, I will show that focusing only on race prevents a full grasp of the play’s breadth. I will then propose an adaptation of the play that can help highlight these often ignored ideas, while still maintaining the integrity of Shakespeare’s original work.

***This presentation will discuss mature ideas about the nature of sexuality; attendee discretion is advised.****

Rose Room:  Religion and Philosophy

Moderator:  Dennis Bogyo
Shehnaz Haqqani
Clayton State University
Our Lack of Free Will Due to God's Omniscience
 

The paper engages in philosophical speculation about the existence of human free will. The paper explores various Theistic arguments for and against the existence of free will.  It concludes that there are stronger arguments against the existence of free will.
Charles Bauch

University of West Georgia

A Phenomenological Understanding of the Rosary Considering Heidegger’s Conception of Worldhood


In Being and Time there is a chapter entitled “The Worldhood of the World” wherein Heidegger asks concerning the worldhood of the world: “By what avenue do we meet this phenomenon.”  This question is well placed, because in what follows Heidegger takes the reader down a series of paths in order to finally meet this phenomenon of the world. I would like to take up his path and follow it but do so in a very particular way. I will focus on one particular entity within the world: the rosary and follow Heidegger through his process of disclosing the phenomenon of worldhood. 

Timothy Wright

University of West Georgia

 Facebook Me: A Phenomenological Examination of The Virtual Community

Since Mark Zuckerberg first launched Facebook  in February of 2004, it has become a leading online community. It is my intention here to take a phenomenological approach to Facebook in a study of its relationship with the embodied world.  I will argue that Facebook, and other sites like it, promote a heightened sense of awareness of one’s actions in terms of their appearance to the web community, that actually removes the focus from the embodied act itself, and onto the representation of the act, or the 

virtual community. I will conclude that while this community cannot replace the embodied community, and cannot function purely apart from the acts it represents, it can, through its capacity for organization, provide a significant contribution to the embodied community.
Dogwood Room:  Panel:  The Native American “Nations”
Moderator:  Luke Vassiliou
Jeremy Newhouse, Brant Sandifer, Cassie Spears

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College
The Native American "Nations"


Our project investigates the concept of Nation among 4 specific Native American Tribes that still have descendants in today's society. The tribes included in the discussion are the Iroquois, the Cherokee, the Creek and the Comanche, populations which the US 
government classifies, and popular culture refers to, as nations (Cherokee Nation etc).  After examining theories of Nationalism, a mainly European-born concept, and its 
existence or lack thereof among Native American tribes, we wish to help change the 
generalized outlook upon Native Americans as a whole, so that they are viewed 
individually as groups with separate identities that perhaps do not fit imposed  ideas of Nationhood that are not native to their traditions and ways of life.

UC Theater:  Panel: Technology and Human Futures

Moderator:  Jim Hill

Travis Patterson, Miriam Watkins, and Brittney Sims

Valdosta State University
Technology and Human Futures:  Can Your Fantasies Become Reality?


Three Honors students will lead a discussion on the recent developments of virtual reality. The audience will be invited to engage the questions: Can science through the use of virtual reality machines and brain pacemakers provide wonderful, satisfying, life-changing and life-enhancing experiences? Students will present their comments on such short fiction as The Welfare Department, Flash Battles, and the movie The Matrix.

 
 
Cypress Room:  Honors Environment
Moderator:  Steve Elliott-Gower

Justin Greene, Peter Robertson, Erin Schubach

Georgia College and State University
Honors and Global Citizenship


The Honors Residential Learning Community at Georgia College has been examining the notion of global citizenship through the thematic lens of women's rights and, in particular, violence against women at both the local and global levels. This presentation discusses the foundation, activities, and aspirations of Georgia College's Honors RLC.
Chris Nish and Kristin Morrison

Valdosta State University

Creating Informational Video About the VSU Honors Program


This presentation will report details on the creation of an informational video about the University Honors Program at VSU.  The video was created as a final project in an Honors Perspectives class on Internet Technology and was used in Summer Orientation. 
Candace Jean Edwards

Valdosta State University
Seminar Classes: Expanding the Mind or Stifling Individuals


This paper examines the effects of seminar classes on college students, with special emphasis on the experiences of Honors students in seminar style classes.  Current research on seminar style classes and honors students will be addressed, including statistical evidence, and theoretical comments on the ritualized performance and symbolism of seminars. This presentation will argue that the social and individual consequences of the seminar experience, if executed inappropriately, are damaging and can cause unnecessary inferiority complexes to those individuals involved.
Magnolia Room 1:  Suspense, Women, and God:  The Environment of the Silver Screen
Moderator:  Charles Johnson
Samantha Taylor

Augusta State University

Edge of the Seat: Suspense in Early German Cinema


There are many ways to define a film as “successful,” but keeping the audience on the edge of their seats would be near the top of the list. The purpose of my research is to shine a light on the techniques used to create a feeling of suspense in movies. Suspense requires viewer involvement and transcends genre.  A love story can create just as much tension and anxiety in the viewer as a horror film can. I will prove this by giving a shot-by-shot analysis of a sequence in Murnau’s Nosferatu (1922).
Laura Garner

Macon State College

Bruce Almighty: Hollywood’s Attempt to Answer Difficult Questions about God


It is not an exaggeration to say that September 11, 2001, was the most tragic single day in American history. How do people reconcile their faith in God with the horror that occurred that day? This paper explores how Hollywood attempted to address the questions that plagued the world after 9/11 and how the movie Bruce Almighty, in particular, successfully tackled these tough issues.

Heather McIntosh

Macon State College

Deadwood: Implementing the Fundamental Roles of Women in the American West


This paper explores social environments within the gritty, unrefined atmosphere of the West as represented in the HBO show Deadwood.  It focuses on the specific societal roles for women as domesticated brides, prostitutes, pioneers, and the ‘others’ each personified by a specific character of the show and further characterized by the mise-en-scène.

SESSION  II:  11:10 – 12:10
Concurrent Presentations
Executive Dining Room:  Literary Environments: Trends, Poetry, and Race

Moderator: Luke Vassiliou

Jessica Kalina

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College
Transcendentalist Movement in American Literature


My presentation focuses on the Transcendentalist movement in American literature and Transcendentalism’s influence on present-day literature. Transcendentalism 
is the belief that true thought and knowledge is not found in the physical world, but 
instead, exists in humans intuitively. This principle developed from ideas from Europe and 
the Far East, but it was the Americans' spirit of independence that made it their own.  
Some influential Transcendentalists like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau 
will be covered; in order to interpret the ideas of these men, I will analyze some of 
their most famous works.  Finally, I will argue that Transcendentalism still influences 
American literature and culture.
Colleen Donnelly

University of West Georgia

Untouchable Suppers: Inedible Feasts and Abstract Eating in T.S.

Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”

T.S. Eliot infuses “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” with images relating to feasts and meals. Yet, the feasting imagery that brews throughout the text blends with unpalatable abstractions to produce images of restrained attempts to consume. Eliot fills his poem with torn images of feasting, limiting dining imagery to incomplete consumption. He confines his words to either the containers of dining emptied of consumables or the futile gestures of eating prevented from tasting or ingesting tangible or palatable substances.
Kathryn Gunn

University of West Georgia

Disproving the “Imitative at Best:” African-American Literature and

Careful Creativity

“We ride amid a tempest of dispraise,” Paul Dunbar writes in his poem to Frederick Douglass, and early African-American writers indeed did, as their literary success relied on the very culture that oppressed them. Phyllis Wheatley, the first published African-American poet, overturned the 18th-century idea that people of African descent were incapable of intellectual pursuits, but her necessary acceptance of dominant poetic form allowed white leaders to dismiss her work as “imitative at best.” This paper considers the ways in which three later African and African-American writers, Equiano, Douglass, and Dunbar, employ new creative strategies while maintaining enough structure to legitimize their art in the continuing struggle to prove intellectual equality between the races.
Rose Room:  Political and Legal Environments 

Moderator: Jim Garvey

Jessica Dorn

Augusta State University

Electoral College versus Popular Vote: Why America Needs a Democratic Election


The electoral process used today to elect our nation’s President is outdated, flawed, and complex.  After a brief history of the origin of the Electoral College and its regulations, I will argue for implementing a direct popular vote.  With a direct popular vote, each individual’s vote counts, changing political communication and campaigning to address the needs of each citizen and not just the citizens of large states or swing states.  With a popular vote, America will live up to its name as a democracy for the people, by the people.
Christopher Eby

Georgia College and State University
Obscenity and The First Amendment

Determining the legal definition of obscenity and what the First Amendment allows as free speech has posed a problem for the Supreme Court, in large part because the Constitution is vague in this respect. This paper examines the Court’s attempts to establish the caveats of the First Amendment by focusing on three obscenity cases: Stanley v. Georgia (1969), New York v. Ferber (1982), and Ashcroft v. Free Speech Coalition (2002).

G.W. Hitchcock, II

Augusta State University
Words of Revolution, Words of Terror

A talk about how our own historical analysis of the American Revolution mirrors very closely the description we use of Islamic terrorists in the war on terror.
Dogwood Room:  PANEL:  War, Women,  and Literature:  The Dead, the Displaced, and the Powerless

Moderator: Jeff Portnoy

Christine Gomez

Georgia Perimeter College

Strong Author, Powerless Women: Behn’s Intentions in Oroonoko

This presentation examines the role of the two most significant women in Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko: the narrator and Imoinda. It juxtaposes their weakness and lack of power to the strengths and power of Behn herself.

Brigid Drozda

Georgia Perimeter College

Birth Pains of Modernism: A Historiographical Treatment of Hemingway’s 




“A Natural History of the Dead”


As a youth, Ernest Hemingway read popular naturalist and exploration literature. These genres and the influences of his scientifically inclined family informed his later work, especially in “A Natural History of the Dead.”  The traditional adventures that Hemingway and his peers may have looked forward to were interrupted by World War I. The intense violence and destruction of the Great War transformed the internal and external landscapes of humanity and influenced the birth of Modernism.
Victoria White,

Georgia Perimeter College

“The Devil You Know Is Better than the Devil You Don’t”: A Historical Analysis of O’Connor’s “The Displaced Person”

This essay explores the attitudes towards and the treatment of displaced people in America following World War II and the ways in which Flannery O’Connor’s “The Displaced Person” reflects that poignant chapter in American history.
UC Theater:  PANEL:  Teaching the Great Books

Moderators: Dennis Bogyo, Charles Johnson

Travis Patterson, Rajiv Villait, and Ashlie Braswell
Valdosta State University
Teaching the Great Books


The great books have been at the core of the humanities taught at liberal arts colleges and universities. During the 1980's these books came under attack and alteration or omission of the great books curriculum was debated. Our panel will discuss the value of teaching the great books. The panel includes faculty from the Biology and History disciplines who taught the Senior Capstone Seminar and three Valdosta State Honors students who participated in the class.
Cypress Room:  Doing Business at Home and around the World

Moderator:  Amy Berke

Huong Cao
Clayton State University
Doing Business in South Africa
 
The paper focuses on the concept of a “research scrapbook” as an aid for business students to understand the challenges of conducting businesses in different cultures and regulation settings. The paper is based on a project undertaken for a course in international business.
J.D. Money

Macon State College

Modern Day Trade Relations with China


This presentation investigates the modern day trade relations that we have with China, and the moral dilemma that may exist for some, but not all. By providing evidence, based on the guidelines of a social ideology, this paper expresses a hope that we, as future scholars in America, will renounce as irrefutable what seems to be questionable today.

Cadi Carmack, Dilmini Seimon, and Megan Kelley

University of West Georgia

Using Marketing Carnival to Perform Marketing Research


We conducted marketing research and compiled specific data analyses,  

which we found to be important in order to further understand the preferences of UWG community which would help us to recommend effective advertising methods to increase the turnout of new customers at Cathy Ho’s, a locally owned small business. We gathered our data with questionnaires through a Marketing Carnival.  After a successful compilation and organization of our information, we did extensive analytical tests on the data. We were able to come up with several promising conclusions that we presented to our client Cathy Ho.
Magnolia Room 1:  Humble Heroes and Cunning Calculations in the Works of J.R.R.Tolkien and Mary Elizabeth Braddon

Moderator:  Melanie Hildebrandt

Taylor Winkleman

Augusta State University

Tolkien: The Great Translator of Heroes


In the 20th century, the Western world experienced a mythic void in which the ancient heroes and epics lost much of their relevance. To make the classic hero fit the new environment he found himself in, J.R.R. Tolkien combined the heroes of the past with his own experiences as a soldier in World War I, thus creating an image the modern reader could relate to. In Tolkien's translated heroism, ancient heroes gave way to ordinary people who struggle in humility to make the right choices in a hostile environment.
Savannah Smith

University of West Georgia

Calculating Madness: Hereditary Taint, Trickery, and Trials in “Lady Audley’s Secret”


In the Victorian era the thin line between madness and sanity is 

breached by those whose indeterminate illnesses are brought to light and further scrutinized to reveal a taint of mental instability. However, there are the few that feign madness as a disguise for wickedness. Such is the case in Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s popular sensation novel, “Lady Audley’s Secret.”  My paper will argue that she does not suffer from her self-diagnosed hereditary insanity. Instead, she is ultimately more dangerous because of her heartless calculations and cunning deceptions that involve lies, bigamy, and attempted murder under the guise of innocent feminine coquetry. My paper will also argue that in her quest to rise above established Victorian femininity, she takes on a decidedly masculine role to improve her circumstances, only to be betrayed by her actions in the end. 
Magnolia Room 2:  Religion and Sexuality

Moderator:  Ofélia Nikolova

Nicholas J McRae

University of West Georgia

Questions of Inheritance: Sacred Sex and Quaker Influence in the Life and Poetry of Walt Whitman

Ever since the first edition of Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass emerged on the literary scene, the collection’s spiritually and sexually charged verse has been surrounded by moral debate. Quakers were notably split on the issue;  poet John Greenleaf Whittier famously burned his copy of Leaves, while other Friends celebrated the book’s profound spiritual import. Given Whitman’s Quaker ancestry, childhood exposure to Quaker theology, and his great admiration for leaders such as Elias Hicks and Lucretia Mott, it is no accident that his poetry was considered by many Friends to be particularly well attuned to their spiritual sensibilities. This essay will attempt to answer many questions by taking a close look at the dynamics of sex and the sacred in both Leaves and pertinent critical and historical texts, all of which separately address Whitman’s sexuality, religious life, and sex in the Quaker context. 

Lani M Hollingsworth

Valdosta State University
Christianity and Sexuality: Going Beyond Procreation


This presentation will examine the religious views of Christianity, both Catholic and Protestant, that have traditionally led to the rejection of birth control methods thus impacting overpopulation on our planet. It will focus on the background and history of birth control in the realms of religion and civil law and will address attitudes concerning this issue today.
SESSION  III:  2:20 – 3:20

Concurrent Presentations
Executive Dining Room:  The Fate of the Female in Literature

Moderator: Jeff Portnoy

Shannon Bayer

Macon State College

The Awakening: Edna’s Evolution


How does a woman successfully break free from the socially confining ideal of wife and mother in 19th-century America? Using Kate Chopin’s The Awakening, this research explores Edna’s struggle to find an identity of her own and her evolution to self-realization in a society where a woman’s purpose is to serve her husband and children.  

Elizabeth Burchfield

Macon State College

Mother Figures in Flannery O’Connor’s Wise Blood

The purpose of this paper is to examine the relationship of women as mother figures and their inclination to be perceived as simultaneously sinful and holy.  By examining the roles of four female characters in Wise Blood, this presentation relates them to the perception of the modern American mother and focuses on sexuality and sin, the mother as a caretaker, and the prophetic qualities of motherhood.

Melinda McKew

Augusta State University

Foucault, Feminism, and Shelley’s Frankenstein: Power Struggles and the Death of the Feminine Female


Mary Shelley critiques patriarchy’s tendency to rigidly define and categorize gender into dichotomous constructions, particularly the special import power plays in generating a masculine identity. I use Foucault and feminist scholars’ works, most notably Lois McNay’s Foucault and Feminism.  Viewed through this theoretical framework, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein becomes a social commentary on the destructive effects of patriarchy’s proclivity to construct gender, particularly masculinity, in terms of power.

Rose Room:  Perceptions: Three Studies in Psychology
Moderator:  Amy Berke

Gina Maddox

Augusta State University

Self Perceptions of Weight and Non-Weight Attributes among African-American and Caucasian Women


There has been a vast amount of research conducted on the differences in body image among African-American and Caucasian women, showing that African-American women report a greater body satisfaction than Caucasian women. In 2006, however, Grabe and Hyde proposed that if more focus were to be placed on aspects of body image not relating to weight (hair, complexion, etc.), the differences might lessen or change. To test this hypothesis, I administered two different surveys to 79 African-American and Caucasian female college students, ages18 to 35. The results of this study and ideas for possible future research will be discussed.
Hope Allison and Lila Castellano

Macon State College

Gender and Cultural Values:  A Study of Working vs. Stay-at-Home Mothers


Is there an invisible, moral boundary that separates working mothers from stay-at-home mothers? Can women who work balance a career and kids while providing their children with adequate attention? This study observes and quantifies the opinions about this topic of students in a middle-Georgia community college.

Kristin Morrison, Tim Malone, and Michael Holman
Valdosta State University
Effects of Perceived Costs of the Relationship on Ratings of Attraction and Empathy


This presentation reports the results of a data-based quantitative study of the effects of perceived costs of relationship on ratings of attraction and empathy.  The study found that participants presented with fictitious profiles rated their attractiveness as the same despite the absence or presence of a loneliness condition. The gender of participants affected the perception of attractiveness.
Dogwood Room:  Science and Health

Moderator: Tim Sadenwasser
Jacob T. Hewell and Amanda Brock
University of West Georgia

Measuring the Circumference of the Earth Using the Method of Eratosthenes


Eratosthenes determined the circumference of the Earth in the third century BC.  His geometrical method used the length of the shadow cast by a vertical rod at local noon during the summer solstice and his knowledge that the length of the shadow at a point further south was zero.  This study involves measuring the shadow angle produced by a rod at least once a week throughout the year.  The objectives of this project are to demonstrate that this measurement may be accomplished at local noon for any day of the year and to look for anomalies that suggest the measurements could be performed more accurately at certain times of the year.
Danielle Sheffield

Valdosta State University
Big D, Little d: Deaf Culture and the Challenges of Communication


Communication may be one of the most important aspects of any culture. Much of our communication is relayed auditorily, and while it is intended to unite groups of people some deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals may be left with a feeling of isolation. This presentation focuses on one of the most important roles of the Deaf community - to provide a sense of belonging for these individuals as they live their day-to-day lives in the “hearing” world.
Travis Wagner

Augusta State University

War is Hell: PTSD in Civil War Veterans


Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a common diagnosis for troops in today’s wars; however, a variety of studies in both history and psychology have attempted to apply the diagnosis to the soldiers and veterans of the Civil War. I will focus on three factors to explain the sense of trauma that Civil War soldiers and veterans felt: guilt, inadequate 19th-century medical care, and abandonment by families of veterans.

UC Theater:  Our Diverse Cultural Environment

Moderator: Melanie Hildebrandt

Suei Huang

Macon State College

Changing Gender Roles in Traditional Taiwanese Families


As gender roles begin to change in Taiwan, women are no longer the property of their husbands and in-laws.  A better education, opportunities to travel abroad (to the US), and acquaintance with western (American) literature and films are all vehicles of this change and adoption of “modern” western values.  This paper will explore the Taiwanese women’s struggle in marriage and/or divorce and how this may affect the next generation of Taiwanese women.

Rachel Wayne

Valdosta State University
The Maya: Environmental Practices and Identity


“Nature control” refers to the practices and ideologies through which members of a culture engage with their environment, imbue environmental elements with cultural meaning, and use and shape nature for particular functions of society and daily life.  This ethnographic study attempts to demonstrate how Mayan environmental practices intersect with notions of and efforts to construct Mayan identity via cultural models, or schemata.

Kimberly Wright 

Valdosta State University
Music and Dance of Latin America


This presentation examines the diverse origins of the Latin genre in music and dance. Sub-genres to be touched on include salsa, rumba, fandango/flamenco, zarzuela, indigenous American and African dances and their respective instruments.  The paper addresses also the spread of Latin influence to other genres, such as jazz, pop and rock-and-roll.
Cypress Room: The Economic Crisis

Moderator:  Adam Tate

Michael Ivie
Clayton State University
Asset Management in Time of Crisis
Headlines are screaming “recession,” “bailout,” and “economic crisis.” Sub-prime mortgages, a declining stock market, and failing businesses appeared to be the theme of the 2008 Presidential Election. When something goes wrong, the first reaction is to try to figure out who or what is responsible. The first step to understanding the economic crisis is to make sense of what has led to the problems.  This paper analyzes the economic crisis and outlines strategies for asset management designed to work in the 21st century. Topics covered include income protection, investing, tax-advantaged saving, social security, retirement, and asset management.
Matthew Schmidt

Valdosta State University
Key West and the Current Economic Crisis

Key West is no stranger to financial problems in the current economic crisis.  The richest city in the nation at the turn of the twentieth century, the island became the poorest one during the Great Depression. The solution at the time was the W.P.A.’s government funding of community projects such as organized “town cleanups.” What will be the island’s new economic saving grace?
Dhanashree Thorat
Kennesaw State University

Daoist Economics


For months now, the American media have been awash with news of the economic recession, and we have been confronted with a host of new economic terms 
and theories.  To this national conversation, I would like to add some discourse based in 
concepts at the core of the Daodejing, a Chinese philosophical text written between 403 and 221 B.C.E. I will describe the four philosophical presuppositions of the Daoist world 

view and relate them to the economic recession, as well as examine the insights the 
Daodejing offers into alleviating the crisis.
Magnolia Room 1: Tales of History:  Alchemy, Prostitutes, and Communism

Moderator:  Ofélia Nikolova

 
John Matthew Perkins

Augusta State University

Alchemy’s Emergence from Darkness


Alchemy slowly developed into modern chemistry with assistance from forward thinkers and new technology, despite the interference of the conservative Catholic church. The advances in scientific thought include replacing reasoning with experimentation, accepting only empirical data, and the formalization of the scientific method. The development of the printing press was, perhaps, the single greatest technological advancement furthering the development of modern chemistry. Alchemy did not develop in a cultural or technological vacuum; many outside factors contributed to its advancement.

Jay Prosser

Valdosta State University
French Male Prostitutes in the Period 1789-1914


This presentation takes a look at the world of French male prostitution in the period from the French Revolution to the end of the Belle Epoque, roughly 1789 to 1914. It compares it to French female and Victorian London male prostitutes. This time period also encompasses the codification of prostitute regulations in the Napoleonic Code and the subsequent dealings with this issue in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Republics and the reigns of the Restored Monarchy and Napoleon the Third.

Harold Richard Collins

University of West Georgia

Grotesque Death: Communist Ruin in Anchee Min’s Red Azalea

Horrifying images permeate Anchee Min's 1994 memoir Red Azalea, but 

individual images of the grotesque, specifically those surrounding death, provide a separation that reveals Min's ideas about the annihilating forces and actions of Maoist China, including  such instances as Min murdering Big Beard, Lu obsessing over a martyr's skull, and Min imagining vampires in graves chewing human bodies.
