Valdosta State University Graduate School 
Institutional Review Board Oversight Screening Form 

for Graduate Student Research
	Project Title: 
	     

	
	

	Name:  
	     
	Faculty Advisor:       

	
	

	Department: ​​​​​​​​
	     
	Please indicate the academic purpose of the proposed research:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Doctoral Dissertation


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Master’s Thesis


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       



	
	

	E-mail:  
	     
	

	
	

	Telephone: 
	     
	

	
	


1.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES      FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
Will you utilize existing identifiable private information about living individuals?  “Existing” information is data that were previously collected for some other purpose, either by the researcher or, more commonly, by another party.  “Identifiable” means that the identities of the individuals can be ascertained by the researcher by name, code number, pattern of answers, or in some other way, regardless of whether or not the researcher needs to know the identities of the individuals for the proposed research project.  “Private” information includes information about behavior that occurs in a context in which an individual can reasonably expect that no observation or recording is taking place or information provided for specific purposes that the individual can reasonably expect will not be made public (e.g., a medical record or student record).  





Note:  If you are using data that:  (1) are publicly available; (2) were collected from individuals anonymously (i.e., no identifying information was included when the data were first collected); (3) will be de-identified before being given to the researcher, (i.e., the owner of the data will strip identifying information so that the researcher cannot ascertain the identities of individuals); or (4) do not include any private information about the individuals, regardless of whether or not the identities of the individuals can be ascertained, your response to Question 1 should be NO.             

2.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES      FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
Will you interact with individuals to obtain data?  “Interaction” includes communication or interpersonal contact between the researcher and the research participant, such as testing, surveying, interviewing, or conducting a focus group.  It does not include observation of public behavior when the researcher does not participate in the activities being observed.
3.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES      FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
Will you intervene with individuals to obtain data?  “Intervention” includes manipulation of the individual or his/her environment for research purposes, as well as using physical procedures (e.g., measuring body composition, using a medical device, collecting a specimen) to gather data for research purposes.  
If you answered YES to ANY of the above questions, your research is subject to Institutional Review Board oversight.  Please discard this form and complete and submit an IRB application.  Do not begin your research until your application has been reviewed by the IRB and you are informed of the outcome of the review.    

( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (
If you answered NO to ALL of the above questions, your research is not subject to Institutional Review Board oversight.  Stop here, sign below, secure your faculty advisor’s signature, and submit this form to the Graduate School.  Please remember that, even though your project is not subject to IRB oversight, you should still observe ethical principles in the conduct of your research.
STUDENT CERTIFICATION:  I certify that my responses to the above questions accurately describe my proposed research.
Student’s Signature:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________  
Date:  _____________________

FACULTY ADVISOR CERTIFICATION:  I have reviewed the student’s proposed research and concur that it is not subject to Institutional Review Board oversight. 

Faculty Advisor’s Signature:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________  
Date:  _____________________

Valdosta State University
Rev:  04.08.2010

